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WE  KNOW 

that  a  Diary  for  1900  is  of  little  use  to  business  men 
unless  they  receive  it  before  the  end  of  this  year.  Several 
thousand  copies  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary 
are  sent  abroad  every  year  before  the  home  copies,  and  we 
wish  to  insure  that  the  copies  for  1900  get  into  the  hands  of 
our  subscribers  before  Christmas.  Consequently  we  are 
pushing  on  the  work,  and  those  who  wish  to  advertise  in 
the  Diary — and  it  is  an  opportunity  that  they  should  not 
miss— should  communicate  immediately  with  the  Publisher, 
42  Gannon  Street,  B.C.  He  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  full 
p  irticulars  regarding  it. 


A  Talk  about  the  sale  of  Battle's  Vermin-killer  is  reported 
on  p.  659. 

The  Students'  Corner  Phizes  go  to  Scotland  this  month 
— one  of  them  to  a  lady  (p.  658). 

The  Maypole  Company  has  been  reconstructed  according 
to  the  directors'  proposition  (p.  681). 

In  our  replies  to  correspondents  we  print  a  number  of 
useful  and  seasonable  formulas  (p  684). 

The  Latest  Portraits  of  the  thieving  assistant  who  is 
wanted  by  the  police  are  given  on  p.  662. 

Our  Town  Traveller  describes  and  illustrates  further 
lots  of  goods  for  Christmas  trade  (p  671). 

Carbolic-acid  Poisoning  is  still  the  order  of  the  day, 
several  cases  being  reported  this  week  (p.  650). 

An  Old  Pharmaceutical  Chemist  suggests  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Pharmaceutical  Mutual  Insurance  Fund  (p  683). 

The  Names  of  those  who  have  passed  the  Irish  Pharma- 
ceutical and  Druggist  examinations  this  month  are  given  on 
p.  660. 

The  Java  Cinchona-industry  is  the  subject  of  some 
interesting  information  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Standen,  the  Madras 
cinchona- expert  (p.  675). 

Professor  Hicks  had  a  somewhat  hackneyed  subject  to 
speak  about  in  Sheffield  at  the  opening  of  the  local  Chemists' 
Association's  session  (p.  670). 

Lieut. -Col  Storear  and  other  correspondents  comment 
upon  the  suggestion  for  the  formation  of  a  Pharmaceutical 
Volunteer  Association  (p.  682). 

"  Pharmaceutical  Privileges  "  was  the  subject  of  an 
address  given  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  at  Glasgow  last  week.  His 
views  are  rather  optimistic  (p.  668). 

Mr.  Averill  (President  of  the  North  Staffordshire 
Chemists'  Association)  wishes  a  fund  to  be  started  to  fight 
the  company-pharmacy  question  (p.  668). 

South  African  News  is  good  reading  at  present.  Our 
correspondents  at  Cape  Town  and  Johannesburg  send  us 
some  good  items,  which  are  printed  on  p.  663. 

Mr.  John  Smith  (President  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists' 
Association)  has  advocated  closer  relationship  between  the 
Federation  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (p.  666). 

Several  advances  in  the  price  of  quinine  make  the  feature 
of  the  week  in  market  circles.  Cod-liver  oil  has  also  an 
upward  tendency.    Business  generally  is  good  (p.  685). 

The  First  Thing  to  be  done  in  the  company-pharmacy 
campaign  is  to  get  the  two  Pharmaceutical  Councils  to  agree. 
Will  provincial  assoaiations  help  toward  this  end  ?  (p.  674). 

"  Xrayser  "  has  been  interviewing  a  pharmaceutical 
councillor,  and  gives  his  views  on  the  likelihood  of  the 
Council  dealing  with  the  company -pharmacy  question 
(P-  673). 

One  of  the  Fulham  chemists  who  had  to  defend  his 
dispensing  integrity  last  week  gives  his  reflections  on  the 
subject  in  a  letter  on  p.  683.  We  also  comment  upon  the 
case  (p.  676). 

Amongst  the  Deaths  reported  in  this  week's  issue  are 
those  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Bevan,  Ph.C,  Harwich,  Mr.  J.  W.  Lomas, 
Ph.C,  London,  and  Mr.  H.  Y.  Castner,  the  clever  technical 
chemist  (p.  665). 

Chemists'  Assistants  in  Russia  are  agitating  for  reforms 
in  the  drug-trade  (p.  664),  and  Austrian  assistants  are  so 
dissatisfied  with  their  lot  that  employers  find  it  difficult  to 
carry  on  their  business  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  assistants 
(p.  664). 

Three  Drug- shop  Keepers  in  Glasgow  have  been  fined 
under  the  Merchandise-marks  Acts  for  selling  articles  as  cam- 
phorated oil  and  olive  oil  which  were  not  of  B.P.  quality. 
Two  firms  have  also  been  fined  under  the  same  Act  for  selliDg 
adulterated  white-lead  (p.  679). 
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Stuoents'  Corner, 

Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  FI.C ,  F.O.S. 


Analytical  Tournament. — During  the  six  months  October,  1899, 
to  March,  1900,  the  marks  obtained  by  competitors  will 
be  recorded  month  by  month,  and  the  three  candidates  who 
obtain  the  highest  aggregates  of  marks  in  the  period  will  be 
awarded  special  prizes.  First,  21.  2s.,  second,  1?.  Is.,  and 
third,  10s.  Gd.  in,  books  and  certificates.  Competitors  using 
anomde plume  are  requested  to  adhere  to  one  name  through- 
out the  term. 


Reports. 

THE  powder  distributed  for  analysis  in  August  contained 
60  parts  of  calcium  phosphate  and  40  parts  of  potas- 
sium alum. 

The  calculated  composition  of  this  mixture  is — 


Al  

  3-47 

Ca  

  15-48 

K   

  4-93 

P04   

  24-52 

so4  

  24  28 

H.,0  

 27-32 

100-0C 

Chlorine  was  present  as  an  impurity,  along  with  slight 
traces  of  iron,  magnesium,  ammonium,  and  sodium. 

Portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts  were  sent  to  sixty  appli- 
cants, and  in  reply  twenty-seven  reports  of  analyses  were 
received.  The  constituent  that  gave  most  trouble  in  this 
analysis  was  potassium ;  ten  students  failed  to  detect  it,  four 
reported  only  traces  present,  whereas  the  calculated  quantity 
in  the  powder  was  nearly  5  per  cent.  There  were  only 
five  failures  in  the  detection  of  calcium,  and  three  each  in 
the  detection  of  aluminium  and  the  phosphoric  radicle. 
Sulphuric  acid  was  satisfactorily  detected  by  all  our  correspon- 
dents except  one,  who  reported  a  mere  trace  present.  The 
fact  that  the  mixture  contained  only  two  salts  this  time  gave 
rise  to  some  embarrassment,  and  in  some  cases  impurities 
present  only  in  small  quantity  were  assigned  an  undue  im- 
portance in  the  composition  of  the  mixture. 

The  more  experienced  of  our  correspondents  show  by  their 
reports  that  they  know  perfectly  well  how  to  deal  with  a 
mixture  containing  a  salt  which  is  precipitated  from  its  acid 
solution  in  its  original  condition  when  that  solution  is 
neutralised  or  rendered  alkaline  by  the  addition  of  an  alkali. 
There  were  others  to  whom  the  presence  of  such  a  salt  was  a 
new  experience,  with  the  result  that  calcium  escaped  detec- 
tion, although  the  powder  contained  15  per  cent,  of  that 
metal. 

In  the  analysis  of  a  mixture  of  salts  soluble  in  water  the 
metals  of  ordinary  occurrence  can  safely  be  separated  and 
identified  in  one  or  other  of  the  groups  precipitated  by  the 
familiar  group-reagents.  There  are,  however,  certain  salts 
■which  cannot  be  obtained  in  solution  without  the  aid  of 
acids,  and  when  the  acid  is  neutralised  the  salt  is  pre- 
cipitated in  its  original  form.  Calcium  phosphate  is  typical 
of  this  class.  When  ammonia  is  added  to  a  solution  of 
calcium  phosphate  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  a  precipitate 
of  calcium  phosphate  is  thrown  down  in  a  translucent 
gelatinous  form  somewhat  resembling  aluminium  hydroxide 
The  novice  may  readily  mistake  this  precipitate  for  the 
aluminium  compound,  especially  if,  as  in  the  present  case, 
it  is  thrown  down  along  with  aluminium  hydroxide.  Clearly 
the  ordinary  scheme  of  analysis,  -which  assumes  that  the 
ammonia  precipitate  may  contain  hydroxides  only,  is  not 


applicable  to  a  ca«e  of  this  kind.  For  this  reason  the 
student  is  instructed  to  test  the  precipitate  produced  by 
ammonia  for  phosphoric  acid,  and  if  that  acid  is  found  a 
special  procedure  is  prescribed.  There  are  various  ways  in 
which  the  difficulty  may  be  dealt  with  :  the  most  usual  plan 
is  to  remove  the  phosphoric  radicle  in  combination  with 
iron.  With  this  view,  advantage  is  taken  of  the  fact  that 
iron  phosphate  is  not  soluble  in  dilute  acetic  acid,  and 
that  ferric  salts  are  completely  precipitated  in  the  form  of 
a  basic  ferric  acetate  by  boiling  with  an  alkaline 
acetate  in  excess.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  repeat 
the  directions  that  will  be  found  in  any  good  text-book  ; 
but  we  must  urge  students  not  to  venture  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  such  a  process  as  this,  requiring  careful 
attention,  and  especially  the  use  of  reagents  in  certain 
definite  quantities,  until  they  have  mastered  the  details 
of  the  method  by  experiments  with  mixtures  of  known 
composition. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
J.  A.  Mitchell,  Huntly  Street,  Inverness. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 
Annie  M.  Bare,  57  Kempock  Street,  Gourock,  Glasgow 


Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 


J.  A.  Mitchell  (1st  prize) .. 

97 

Glycol 

Annie  M.  Barr 

95 

H.  O'C. 

T.  French  

93 

V.  E.  Hanna 

CaverBham  ... 

93 

Smith 

A.  W.  Jones 

92 

Oleum  ... 

Delta   

92 

Ketone 

H.  Rodwell  

91 

T.  Yates  ... 

E.  M.  Leese   

90 

Gneiss 

Hopeful 

90 

Ilex  

Musichemist 

.  90 

Aberthaw  ... 

E.  H.  H. 

89 

Argentum  ,.. 

J.  W.  Patterson 

.  88 

A.  S.  Reid  ... 

H.  C.  Halstead   

.  87 

W.  Stephenson 

Tragacanth ... 

86 

Euclid 

Krypton 

85 

84 
83 
83 
82 
80 
77 
75 
70 
67 
65 
60 
40 
40 
35 


To  Correspondents 

Prizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientifio  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize, 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize 

Note. — All  communications  should  include  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers. 

T.  French. — Your  work  was  good  so  far  as  the  chief  consti- 
tuents of  the  mixture  were  concerned.  You  should  give  more 
attention  to  impurities  or  constituents  present  in  small  quantity. 
Chlorine  was  present  in  notable  quantity,  and  iron  was  easily 
detected. 

Caversham. — See  remarks  to  T.  French. 

A.  W.  Jones. — Considering  the  small  residue  left  when  the 
ammonium-carbonate  filtrate  was  evaporated  to  dryness,  and 
ammonium  salts  expelled  by  heat,  it  was  obvious  that  the  alkali- 
metals  were  not  present  in  quantity.  It  was  also  clear  from  the 
amount  of  precipitate  produced  by  platinic  chloride  that  potassium 
was  the  chief  alkali-metal  present. 

Delta. — You  omitted  a  very  important  part  of  the  task  assigned 
to  you — a  summary  of  the  constituents  detected,  distinguishing 
those  regarded  as  impurities. 

H.  Rodwell. — The  trace  of  magnesium  in  the  powder  was  very 
small.  Ammonium  carbonate  does  not  precipitate  calcium  com- 
pletely;  the  filtrate  invariably  gives  some  precipitate  with  sodium 
phosphate.  The  trace  of  calcium  may  be  removed  as  oxalate 
before  testing  for. magnesium. 

E.  M.  Leese. — You  concluded  that  the  silver  precipitate 
insoluble  in  dilute  nitric  acid  did  not  contain  chlorine,  but  you 
left  the  question  as  to  what  it  did  contain  undecided.  Small  as  it 
was,  it  was  possible  to  obtain  chlorine  from  it  by  the  action  of 
manganese  dioxide  and  sulphuric  acid. 
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Hopeful.— The  second  course  in  your  query  as  to  the  best  way 
of  dealing  with  phosphates  is  the  right  one  ;  ammonia  should  be 
used  as  a  group-reagent  in  the  usual  way,  and  the  precipitate 
treated  for  the  removal  of  phosphoric  acid  by  means  of  ferric 
chloride  and  an  acetate. 

H.  C.  Halstead. — On  boiling  the  powder  with  dilute  sulphuric 
acid  a  minute  quantity  of  hydrochloric  acid  was  evolved  ;  there 
was  no  trace  of  acetic  acid.  It  is  a  very  common  error  to  mistake 
the  vapour  of  mineral  acids  in  small  quantity  for  acetic  acid. 

Tragacanth. — You  make  no  mention  of  any  experiment  for  the 
detection  of  potassium,  sodium,  or  ammonium. 

Krypton. — The  complete  absence  of  zinc  explains  your  diffi- 
culty in  confirming  the  reactions  that  seemed  to  point  to  the 
presence  of  that  metal.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  your  results 
were  due  to  ;  in  one  case  a  separation  of  sulphur  may  have  taken 
place. 

Glycol. — Your  observations  seem  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the 
presence  of  a  sulphite,  but  we  quite  failed  to  verify  them.  The 
powder  moistened  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  emitted  a  somewhat 
earthy  odour,  but  no  trace  of  sulphur  dioxide. 

H.  O'C. — We  repeated  your  experiment  for  the  detection  of 
manganese ;  the  fused  mass  on  cooling  was  not  green,  even  when 
a  larger  quantity  of  the  powder  than  you  could  spare  was 
employed. 

V.  E.  Hanna.— See  remarks  to  "  H.  O'C." 

Smith. — Though  you  found  aluminium,  you  omitted  that  metal 
in  your  summary  of  results.  Phosphoric  acid  should  have  been 
removed  from  the  ammonia  precipitate  by  means  of  ferric  chloride 
and  an  alkaline  acetate. 

Oleum. — You  added  platinic  chloride  to  the  original  solution  of 
the  powder  with  the  object  of  detecting  potassium ;  the  test  should 
have  been  applied  to  the  filtrate  from  the  last  group  reagent,  after 
evaporating  it  to  dryness,  and  expelling  ammonium  salts. 

Ketone. — You  mention  boric  acid  as  having  been  detected,  but 
your  report  contains  no  reference  to  any  test  for  it.  The  pre- 
cipitate you  mistook  for  calcium  citrate  was  calcium  sulphate. 

T.  Yates. — The  calcium  was  precipitated  as  phosphate  along 
with  aluminium  hydroxide ;  this  necessitated  a  special  method  of 
analysis,  for  the  particulars  of  which  you  must  consult  your  text- 
book. 

Gneiss. — The  process  you  describe  for  the  removal  of  phos- 
phoric acid  is  quite  right,  but  you  must  have  made  some  grave 
mistake  in  carrying  it  out.  You  should  repeat  the  work  with  a 
mixture  of  known  composition.  You  can  better  correct  an  error 
when  you  know  the  results  that  ought  to  be  obtained. 

Ilex, — Unless  you  used  barium  chloride  very  sparingly,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  how  you  could  have  failed  to  obtain  a 
copious  precipitate  of  barium  sulphate,  considering  that  nearly 
one-fourth  of  the  powder  consisted  of  the  sulphuric  radicle. 

Aberthaw. — Both  the  aqueous  and  acid  solutions  contained 
aluminium,  and,  as  the  total  quantity  was  small,  there  was  some 
risk  of  overlooking  aluminium  if  separate  analyses  were  made. 

Argentum. — The  aluminium  you  failed  to  detect  was  contained 
in  the  precipitate  you  thought  due  to  the  iron  you  had  added.  If 
the  operation  had  been  properly  conducted  the  added  iron  would 
have  been  precipitated  as  basic  acetate  along  with  ferric  phosphate. 

A.  S.  Beid. — The  presence  of  a  phosphate  of  one  of  the  alkali- 
earths  necessitated  a  different  method  of  analysis  from  that 
generally  followed.  You  should  practise  the  analyses  of  such 
mixtures,  as  there  is  not  much  chance  of  your  succeeding  in  the 
analysis  of  a  mixture  of  unknown  composition  until  you  have 
found  out  what  you  can  do  with  mixtures  of  known  composition. 

W.  Stephenson,  Euclid.— See  remarks  to  A.  S.  Beid. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  Inj  the  Editor. 


Salt-trade  Combine. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  newly-formed  North-Western  Salt 
Association  of  England,  comprising  Cheshire,  Lancashire, 
and  Worcestershire,  held  at  Norbhwich,  on  October  14,  it 
was  announced  that  the  salt  manufacturers  had  combined 
for  purposes  of  mutual  benefit.  It  was  further  intimated 
that  they  were  working  with  the  North- Eastern  Association, 
including  Middlesborough.  The  object  is  to  advance  prices 
in  the  face  of  the  advance  in  fuel. 


Expensive  Medicines. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bridge  Board  of  Guardians  on 
October  12  application  was  made  by  the  District  Medical 
Officer,  Dr.  L.  A.  Winter,  to  be  refunded  1/.  10s.,  which  he  had 
paid  for  csrtain  pills  obtained  by  him  since  October,  1897,  for 
a  relief  patient.  The  Board  eventually  decided  to  pay  for  the 
pills  under  the  designation  of  "  Expensive  medicines." 

A  Judge  makes  Good  Dispensing-prices. 

At  Lewes  (Sussex)  County  Court  on  October  10,  the 
administrator  of  a  deceased  doctor's  estate  sued  a  Ringmer 
farmer,  named  Sampson,  for  16s.  for  medical  attendance 
and  medicines  supplied.  The  defence  was  that  the  charges 
made  were  exorbitant.  Mr.  E.  Wyborn,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Lewes,  stated  that  his  charge  for  the  bottle  of  liniment 
produced,  and  which  had  been  supplied  to  the  defendant, 
would  be  Is.  6d  His  Honour  Judge  Martineau  said  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  say  what  the  oroper  charges  were,  but 
he  fixed  the  price  of  the  mixtures  at  3s.  Qd.  per  bottle  all  round, 
the  powders  at  Is.  2d.  each,  and  the  visits  at  7s.  Qd.  each. 
Judgment  for  11Z.  3s.  Qd.,  and  costs. 

Wanted  the  Motor-car  to  Stop. 

At  Bearsted  Petty  Sessions  on  October  16,  Mr.  H.  R. 
Beckett,  chemist,  Tonbridge,  was  summoned  under  the 
Light  Locomotives  Act  for  failing  to  stop  his  mo  tor- vehicle 
when  requested  to  do  so.  The  prosecutor,  a  Maidstone 
resident,  stated  that  on  the  day  in  question  he  stopped  at 
Barming  to  have  his  horse  shod.  At  the  time  a  motor-  car 
came  along,  and  as  the  animal  was  a  restive  one  he  signalled 
to  the  defendant  to  stop.  Defendant  took  no  notice,  and 
witness  mounted  his  horse  and  galloped  after  defendant, 
who  eventually  stopped.  Prosecutor  was  willing  to  take  no 
action  if  defendant  would  pay  two  guineas  to  the  West  Kent 
Hospital,  but  this  defendant  declined  to  do.  For  the 
defence  it  was  contended  that  the  Act  was  framed  to  deal 
with  motor-cars  on  the  highway  only.  Prosecutor's  horse 
was  not  on  the  highway  but  ia  the  blacksmith's  forge  when 
the  car  passed,  consequently  no  offence  had  been  committed. 
The  case  was  dismissed. 

Damaging  the  Surgery. 

At  Greenwich  Police  Court  on  October  17,  Frank  Nelson 
was  charged  with  stealing  a  bottle  of  Drussic  acid  from  the 
dispensary  of  Dr.  Francis  Taylor  at  431  New  Cross  Road, 
and  also  with  breaking  four  panes  of  glass.  Mr.  Mondre, 
the  prosecutor's  dispenser,  said  prisoner  went  to  the  dis- 
pensary and  refused  to  leave,  but  the  witness  managed  to 
get  him  out.  The  prisoner  took  a  bottle  of  prussic  acid,  and 
as  witness  would  not  let  him  re-enter  the  house  he  broke 
the  windows.    Prisoner  wa3  remanded. 

What  White  Precipitate  is  Used  For. 

In  the  course  of  the  hearing  of  a  charge  on  October  14 
against  a  woman  named  Gunning,  at  Bath,  for  attempting 
suicide  with  white  precipitate  powder,  evidence  was  given  by 
Dr.  Alan  E.  Carruthers,  of  Batheaston,  who  was  called  in  to 
attend  accused.  Witness  deposed  that  the  woman  confessed 
to  him  having  taken  the  powder,  and  she  had  all  the 
symptoms  which  indicated  the  administration  of  an  irritant 
poison.  It  was  very  unlikely,  however,  the  doctor  added,  to 
have  proved  fatal ;  in  tact,  he  had  not  heard  of  a  fatality 
from  precipitate  powder,  which  was  used  for  killing  insects 
on  the  backs  of  fowls. 

The  Mystery  of  the  Vermin-killer. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Manchester  on  October  16,  touching 
the  death  of  a  woman  named  Nicholson  who  poisoned  herself 
with  "  Battle's  Vermin-killer,"  the  police-constable  who  took 
the  woman  to  the  infirmary  said  the  packet  which  had  con- 
tained the  poison  had  neither  the  name  nor  address  of  the 
seller,  and  he  had  not  been  able  to  discover  where  the  poison 
had  been  obtained.  No  druggist  in  the  neighbourhood  kept 
it,  and  yet,  he  said,  "  people  can  get  it  at  ironmongers'  shops, 
grocers'  shops,  and  all  sorts  of  shops." 

Mr.  Robert  Cadman,  a  grocer  having  many  shops  in  Man- 
chester, happened  to  be  on  the  jury,  and  he  stoutly  denied 
the  policeman's  statement.  He  said  "  Battle's  Vermin- 
killer  "  could  only  be  got  from  a  registered  chemist.    It  was 
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now  a  scheduled  poison.  A' policeman  oughi  to  know  better 
than  make  such  a  statement 

The  Coroner  (Mr.  S.  Smelt)  said  the  poison  ought  to  bear 
the  name  and  address  of  the  seller,  and  it  did  not  do  so.  If 
they  could  find  out  who  sold  it  they  could  have  him 
punished,  but  all  attempts  to  discover  the  seller  had  failed. 

Mr.  Cadman  said  "  Battle's  Vermin-killer  "  used  to  be  sold 
by  grocers,  but  not  now.  The  risk  of  selling  it  was  so  great 
that  he  did  not  thiDk  any  one,  except  a  registered  chemist, 
■would  venture  to  sell  it.  To  which  the  Coroner  replied  that 
it  was  astonishing  what  risks  some  people  would  run  for  a 
very  little  thing,  and  the  policeman  and  several  jurjmen  said 
they  knew  that  "  Battle's  Vermin-killer  "  was  sold  at  iron- 
mongers' shops,  toy-shops,  and  shops  where  rat  and  mouse 
traps  were  vended  in  Leicester,  Nottingham,  Northampton, 
and  other  places  in  the  Midlands. 

No  further  evidence  being  forthcoming,  the  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  suicide  whilst  insane. 

Chemist's  Care  Commended. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  E^remont  on  October  10,  relative  to 
the  death  of  a  woman  named  Holme,  it  transpired  that 
deceased  sent  her  maid  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Ireland, 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  Egremont,  for  a  shilling  bottle  of 
chlorodyne.  This  Mr.  Ireland  refused  to  supply  without  a 
written  order.  Mr.  Ireland  was  examined  at  some  length 
as  to  previous  sales  of  chlorodyne  to  deceased,  but  the 
medical  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  death  was  not  due 
to  chlorodyne-poisoning,  but  to  failure  of  the  heart's  action. 
A  verdict  in  accordance  was  returned,  the  Coroner  alluding 
to  the  carefulness  of  Mr.  Ireland  in  not  supplying  chloro- 
dyne to  the  servant-girl.  , 

Drank  the  A. B.C.  Liniment. 

The  wife  of  a  King's  Cross  grocer  named  Thompson  had  a 
prescription  made  up  by  Mr.  Fielding,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Halifax,  which  was  composed  of  belladonna,  aconite,  and 
chloroform.  It  was  dispensed  in  a  poison-bottle  and 
properly  labelltd.  but  Mrs.  Thompson  drank  a  quantity  of  it 
and  died  on  October  11.  At  the  inquest  next  day  a  verdict 
of  death  by  poison  self-administered  was  returned. 

Chloroform  for  Toothache. 

At  an  inquiry  held  at  Matlock  on  October  13  into  the 
death  of  a  young  woman  named  Brown,  it  was  stated  that 
deceased  complained  of  toothache,  and  her  sister  obtained,  at 
her  request,  twopenny  worth  of  chloroform  from  Mr.  Davis, 
chemist,  Matlock  Bridge.  This  deceased  rubbed  externally, 
and  wrapping  a  mackintosh  round  her  head  went  to  sleep, 
and  was  found  shortly  after  by  her  father  dead.  Dr.  W. 
Moxon,  who  was  called  in,  deposed  that  from  measurements 
he  had  taken  of  what  was  lefc  in  the  chloroform-bottle  only 
25  minims  had  been  used  out  of  a  drachm.  He  attributed 
death  to  chloroform- asphyxia  induced  by  the  exclusion  of 
air  through  deceased  having  wrapped  herself  up  so  closely. 
It  was  a  fact,  the  doctor  alleged,  that  to  inhale  3  minims  of 
chloroform  bad  been  known  to  cause  death,  whereas  swallow- 
ing 1  oz.  had  not  proved  fatal. 

Chloride-of-Zinc  Poisoning. 

On  September  3  George  Cort,  of  Doncaster,  a  professional 
cricketer,  drank  two  tablespoonfuls  of  a  solution  of  chloride 
of  zinc.  He  was  treated  at  the  infirmary,  but  died  on 
October  11  from  ulceration  and  stricture  of  the  lower  end  of 
the  stomach. 

Carbolic  Items. 

At  Liverpool  on  October  13,  Alice  Chorley,  15  years  of 
age,  was  scolded  by  her  mother  for  some  delinquencies,  so 
she  purchased  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  and  drank  a 
portion  of  it.    She  died  in  Stanley  Hospital  the  same  day. 

At  Plymouth,  on  October  10,  Maud  Nines  was  charged 
with  attempting  to  commit  suicide.  Accused  was  found 
lying  on  her  bed  and  a  bottle  half  full  of  carbolic  acid  be- 
side her.  She  admitted  having  taken  some,  and  was  given 
an  emetic  and  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was  sue-: 
cessfully  treated. 

Mrs.  Annie  Maria  Clark,  the  wife  of  a  doctor  residing  in 
Pimlico,  had  an  attack  of  sunstroke  some  years  ago,  and  ever 
since  had  suffered  from  periodical  fits  of  depression.  On 


October  13  she  went  to  bed  as  usual,  but  rose  during  the 
night  and  was  shortly  afterwards  found  dead  in  the  drawing- 
room  with  a  bottle  containing  carbolic  acid  in  her  hand. 

Mary  Clavin,  a  widow,  poisoned  herself  with  carbolic  acid 
at  Hulme,  Manchester,  on  October  11.  Miss  MiDnie  Taylor, 
daughter  of  a  chemist  carrying  on  business  at  71  Embden 
Street,  Manchester,  who  said  she  assisted  her  father  in  his 
business,  deposed  to  selling  deceased  twopennyworth  of 
carbolic  acid  for  sanitary  purposes.  She  seemed  perfectly 
rational  in  her  manner.  Witness  put  two  labels  on  the 
bottle  as  an  extra  precaution.  It  afterwards  transpired  that 
the  deceased  had  washed  the  labels  off  the  bottle  before 
taking  part  of  the  contents.  Dr.  Haslop,  who  made  a  post- 
mortem examination,  said  he  had  come  to  the  conclmion 
that  there  was  less  pain  in  cases  of  carbolic-acid  poisoning 
than  was  generally  supposed. 

Drunk  and  Disorderly. 

At  the  Manchester  Police  Court  on  October  16,  Herbert 
Leech,  who  described  himself  as  a  chemist,  but  whose  name 
is  not  on  the  register,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for  being 
drunk  and  disorderly. 

Channel  Island  Items. 

A  New  Doctor— The  Royal  Court  of  Guernsey  on  Octo- 
ber 14  granted  permission  to  Dr.  John  Benziville  Byles  to 
practise  his  profession  in  that  island. 

A  New  Pharmacy. — Mr.  W.  H.  Davies,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, on  October  14  opened  "The  Sarnian  Pharmacy"  at 
No.  15  Mill  Street,  St.  Peter  Port,  Guernsey. 

A  Chemist's  Death  — The  death  is  reported  of  Mr.  Charles 
Mellish,  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Nicholas  Mellish,  chemist,  States 
Arcade.  Guernsey.  When  the  late  Mr.  T.  P.  Naf  tel,  chemist, 
died,  Messrs.  Nicholas  and  Charles  Mellish  (father  and  son) 
carried  on  the  business,  Charles  assisting  his  father  during 
the  latter's  lifetime,  and  at  his  death  carrying  on  the  duties 
himself.  In  due  course  the  business  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  F.  H.  de  la  Rue,  the  present  owner,  Mr.  Charles 
Mellish  leaving  the  business.  He  was  seized  with  paralysis 
and  cerebral  hemorrhage  in  June  last,  and  in  consequence 
was  admitted  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  where  he  died  on 
October  8. 

Chemist's  Licence. 

An  off  wine-licence  has  been  granted  to  Mr.  James 
Walker,  chemist,  72  Ledsam  Street,  Birmingham. 

Drug-contract. 

Messrs.  Wilkinson  &  Simpson  (Limited),  wholesale  chemists, 
have  obtained  the  half-yearly  contract  for  the  supply  of 
medicine  to  the  Newca9tle-on-Tyne  Union. 

A  Chemist  News-distributor. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Central  News  Agency,  Mr. 
Mitchell,  chemist,  Woodgrange  Road,  West  Ham,  is  dis- 
playing in  his  window  all  the  latest  war  and  yacht-race 
news.  The  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  thus  know  all 
about  the  progress  of  these  events  long  before  the  papers 
come  out. 


3rteb  l&ews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor 


Examination  Results. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistant  Examination. — J.  McC.  Cherry, 
C.  H.  Waddell,  and  W.  S.  Taylor  have  passed.  Two  candi- 
dates were  rejected 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination. — J.  Robscn,  A.  T. 
Mulhall,  W.  S.  Taylor,  H.  Knight,  and  J.  Goiry  have  passed. 
Four  catdidates  were  rejected. 

Begistered  Druggist  Examination. — S.  Hanna,  F.  Mannin, 
Margt.  Perrot,  F.  T.  Smith,  and  T.  J.  Watts  have  passed. 
Five  candidates  were  rejected. 
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Chemist's  Stock  Sold. 

The  effects  of  the  late  Mr.  Ritson,  chemist,  Castle  Lane, 
Belfast,  were  recently  disposed  of,  and  the  prescription- books 
were  bought  by  Mr.  Mor-row,  chemist,  Corn  Market,  Belfast. 
The  premises  are  now  to  let. 

Fire. 

On  October  12  a  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Fee  Brothers,  druggists  and  grocers,  Bally  bay.  The  outbreak 
was  in  the  cellar,  and  dense  volumes  of  smoke  speedily  filled 
the  shop.  Many  hands  at  once  set  to  work  to  extinguish  the 
flames,  and  as  the  water-supply  was  good  the  fire  was  extin- 
guished before  much  damage  was  done.  The  cause  of  the 
fire  has  not  been  ascertained. 

Blamed  the  Apprentice. 

Some  amusement  was  caused  one  morning  last  week  in  the 
Dublin  Police  Courts  by  the  appearance  of  the  plaintiff  in  an 
assault  case  with  his  head  very  extensively  bandaged,  his 
eyes,  nose,  and  mouth  being  the  only  parts  of  his  face 
visible.  The  Magistrate  insisted  on  the  removal  of  the 
bandages,  when  it  was  found  that  there  was  only  a  scratch 
on  the  plaintiff's  jaw.  The  Magistrate  remarked  that  he  did 
not  wonder  at  so  much  lint  being  used  :  it  was  little  enough 
for  the  plaintiff's  "  cheek."  "  Was  it,"  he  asked,  "  a  druggist's 
apprentice  who  bound  you  up  ?  "  The  plaintiff  sheepishly 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  Magistrate:  "Well,  I'll 
bind  you  up  also — to  keep  the  peace."  (Laughter.) 

Drug-  contracts. 

Messrs.  W.  A.  Frizel  &  Co .  chemists,  Londonderry, 
have  been  appointed  contractors  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and 
medicines  to  the  Derry  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  contract  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  medical  ap- 
pliances to  the  Clonakilty  Union  has  been  given  to  Messrs. 
Harrington  &  Sons,  Cork,  and  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  Dublin, 
respectively. 

Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  chemists,  Dublin,  have  been  appointed 
contractors  to  the  Kilrush  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  supply 
of  drugs  and  surgical  appliances  at  a  discount  of  50  and  40 
per  cent,  respectively  off  the  LG.B.  list- price.  There  were 
three  other  tenders — viz.,  Cork  Chemical  Company,  45  per 
cent,  off  ;  O'Ryan  &  Co.,  Tipperary,  10  per  cent. ;  Thacker  & 
Hoffe,  Dublin,  30  per  cent. 

A  Reasonable  Complaint. 
Mr.  D.  J.  O.  Mahoney,  analyst  to  the  Clonakilty  Union, 
complains  to  the  Guardians  that  the  medical  officers  send 
him  too  small  a  quantity  of  tinctures  and  spirits  for  analysis, 
and  too  large  a  sample  of  solids.  At  least  3  or  4  oz. 
of  the  former  should,  he  says,  be  sent.  The  doctors  have 
been  informed  accordingly. 

Personal. 

Mr,  Wm.  McCarthy,  L.P.S.I.,  has  retired  from  the  manage- 
ment of  Butler's  Medical  Hall,  Lower  Sackville  Street 
Dublin. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  Cookstown  Union  on 
October  14,  Sir  Chas.  Cameron,  Dublin,  was  appointed  drug- 
analyst  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  Samuel  Curham,  M.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  the  Porlobello 
Pharmacy,  Dublin,  has  resigned  his  position  as  warehouse- 
manager  to  Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co ,  Westland  Row.  The  em- 
ployes have  shown  their  appreciation  of  his  qualities  by 
presenting  him  with  a  valuable  timepiece. 

Surcharge  the  Apothecaries. 
The  Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  have  resolved  to  surcharge 
the  apothecaries  with  the  loss  of  the  L.G.B.  allowance  on 
medicines  if,  through  their  neglect  in  not  sending  the 
necessary  samples  to  the  analyst,  the  Guardians  should  not 
get  the  rebate. 

"Water  the  Beat  Antipyretic. 
Speaking  at  the  Meath  Hospital,  Dublin,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  opening  for  the  winter  session,  Dr.  J    W  Moore 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Ireland,  raised 
a  warning  voice  against  the  pernicious  doctrine  that  in  fevers 


the  temperature  must  be  reduced  as  quickly  as  possible  to 
"  normal."  The  so-called  antipyretic  drugs  or  heat-reducers 
should  never  be  used  by  unskilled  hands.  In  his  experience 
of  many  years  he  had  found  that  the  most  effective  anti- 
pj  retic  was  water. 

A  Jury  to  Decide. 

At  the  Limerick  Petty  Sessions  on  October  14,  Messrs. 
Cress  &  Conway,  mineral- water  manufacturers,  of  Limerick, 
were  prosecuted  by  the  Dublin  Mineral-water  Manufacturers' 
Association  for  using  their  labels  on  bottles  embossed  with 
the  names  of  members  of  the  Association.  The  prosecution 
was  brought  under  the  Merchandise-marks  Act.  The  de- 
fendants exercised  their  right  of  trial  by  jury.  In  doiDg 
what  was  complained  of  the  defendants  say  they  acted  with 
no  dishonest  intention,  and  point  out  that  the  fact  of  the 
bottles  being  labelled  with  the  labels  of  the  defendant  firm 
went  to  show  that  it  was  their  own  manufactured  aerated 
waters  which  were  sold  in  the  bottles.  For  the  prosecution 
the  case  of  Woods  v.  Burgess  was  quoted,  to  show  that  in 
the  using  of  labels  on  bottles  embossed  with  the  names  of  other 
firms  it  was  not  necessary  to  prove  fraudulent  intention,  the 
mere  act  of  falsely  using  a  trade-description  being  sufficient 
to  warrant  conviction.    The  case  was  sent  for  trial  before  a 

The  "  Lancet  "  on  Leonard's. 

Last  week's  issue  of  the  Lancet  contains  the  following, 
the  wording  of  the  handbill  being  displayed  in  large  type : — 

A  Discreditable  Handbill. — The  following  handbill  has  been 
sent  to  us  for  comment : — 

"  Two  thousand  boxes  of  Dr.  Blaud's  brown  Windsor  soap 
will  be  given  away  free  of  charge  to  the  first  two  thousand 
customers  at  Leonard's  New  Medical  Hall,  162  Great  Brunswick 
Street  (corner  of  Westland  Row),  on  the  opening  day,  Saturday, 
October  7,  1899.  J.  Leonard  &  Co.,  apothecaries  and  chemists, 
19  North  Earl  Street,  39  Henry  Street,  76  Dame  Street, 
28  James  Street,  136  Gt.  Britain  Street,  Dublin" 

We  hardly  anticipated  that  Mr.  Leonard  was  a  medical  man, 
but  as  there  would  have  been  no  point  in  bringing  the  handbill  to 
our  attention  unless  he  had  belonged  to  the  medical  profession  we 
consulted  the  "  Medical  Directory."  We  there  find  that  at  19  North 
Earl  Street,  Dublin,  lives  Mr.  John  Leonard,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 
and  L.M.  Edin.,  and  L.A.H.  Dublin.  These  corporations  might 
keep  their  licentiate  within  bounds. 

Doubtless  the  energetic  pharmacist  and  medical  practi- 
tioner who  is  owner  of  this  ousiness  will  have  something  to 
say  in  reply  to  the  Lancet. 


Scotch  1Rem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  nexus  vntereslin 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Doctors'  Prescriptions. 

A  lively  correspondence  has  been  going  on  recently  in  one 
of  the  Glasgow  evening  paperf ,  and  this  is  the  sort  of  thing 
the  public  is  deluged  with.  "  Once  a  Chemist  now  a  Vet.'' 
concludes  one  letter  thus  : — 

The  doctor  puts  in  a  number  of  years  at  the  university  and 
takes  his  exam,  in  sections  if  he  wishes.  What  he  passes  is  put 
to  his  credit,  what  he  fails  in  he  tries  again.  If  ultimately  suc- 
cessful he  should  not  put  it  so  much  to  his  own  credit  as  to  the 
fact  that  his  father  was  born  first  and  had  the  "  rhino."  The 
chemist,  on  the  other  hand,  has  to  appear  for  some  seven  or  eight 
subjects.  If  he  passeB  in  seven  and  fails  in  the  eighth  he  has  to 
appear  for  the  whole  again.  Unlike  the  doctor,  the  seven  he 
passed  in  are  not  put  to  his  credit.  Add  to  this  that  he  has  to 
work  a  long  day's  hard  work,  and  then  study  at  night,  and  provide 
fees  for  classes  and  exams,  out  of  a  weekly  salary  of  from  15s.  to 
25s.,  working  thirteen  days  in  the  fortnight.  I  write  this  with  a 
double  motive — viz.,  to  give  parents  an  idea  of  what  the  chemist 
lias  to  face  in  order  that  they  may  not  send  their  sons  to  a  trade 
that  is  not  worth  the  candle. 

After  this  it  will  be  more  difficult  than  ever  to  get 
apprentices  in  Glasgow. 

The  '  Primrose"  Mortar. 

Lord  Rosebery  has  got  his  ancestors'  mortar,  the  Hawick 
Archjeological  Society  having  agreed  to  present  it  to  him. 
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In  acknowledging  the  gift  Lord  Rosebery  expresses  his 
gratitude  for  an  act  so  generous  and  so  singular  in  the 
annals  of  a  public  body,  and  promises  to  take  some  means  of 
showing  that  he  is  sensible  of  their  kindness. 

A  Chemist  Killed  in  Glasgow. 

On  October  13  a  chemist  and  druggist  named  Thomas 
McMaster,  aged  50,  was  cleaning  the  window  of  his  bedroom 
at  499  Duke  Street,  Glasgow,  when  he  accidentally  fell  to 
the  court  below,  a  height  of  three  stories.  He  was  instanta- 
neously killed,  his  skull  being  fractured. 

A  Warning  to  Dealers  in  Carbide. 

A  firm  of  cycle  dealers  was  fined  at  the  Northern  Police 
Court,  Glasgow,  last  week,  for  keepiDg  17  lbs.  of  calcium 
carbide  without  a  licence  The  prosecutor  pointed  out  that 
this  substance  gives  off,  in  contact  with  moist  air,  an  in- 
flammable gas  (acetylene)  which  is  dangerous,  and  that  in 
this  case  the  conditions  of  storage  were  unsatisfactory. 

Personal. 

Mr.  David  Ferrier,  eldest  son  of  ex-Bailie  Ferrier, 
chemist,  Dundee,  has  been  elected  to  one  of  the  appoint- 
ments of  house-surgeon  to  the  Dundee  Royal  Infirmary. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Templeton,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  49  King  Street,  Kilmarnock.  Messrs.  Ayrton  & 
Saunders,  Liverpool,  have  fitted  it  up  for  him. 

Mr.  Adam  Porteous  Murray,  chemist  and  druggist,  Sten- 
housemuir,  has  purchased  for  a  branch-sbop  the  business 
lately  owned  by  Mr.  Andrew  Young,  High  Street,  Falkirk. 

Mr.  J.  Ruxton,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  completely  re- 
modelled his  attractive  pharmacy  at  63  Keptie  Street, 
Arbroath.  New  showcases,  incised  mirror  facias,  and  more 
room  to  work  in  complete  substantial  improvements. 

Mr.  Charles  Stephen,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dundee, 
has  entirely  refitted  the  Wellgate  Laboratory.  The  business 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town,  the  prescription-books 
dating  from  1848,  when  Dr.  Langlands  commenced  practice 
in  the  same  premises.  The  transformation  has  been  thorough, 
and  the  accommodation  is  much  better,  as  the  flat  above  has 
been  taken. 

A  Medical  Missionary. 

Dr.  Richard  Lee  Bolton,  who  holds  the  office  of  medical 
missionary  at  Smyrna,  under  the  Jewish  Mission  Com- 
mittee of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  is  at  present  on  a  visit  to 
his  native  town,  Leith.  Dr.  Bolton  was  appointed  to 
Smyrna  six  years  ago,  and  is  at  present  finishing  a  six- 
months'  holiday.  It  may  be  recalled  that  on  leaving  schojl 
he  was  apprenticed  for  five  years  to  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flock- 
hart,  Powell  &  Co ,  chemists,  Leith,  where  he  acquired  the 
taste  for  medical  science  which  has  become  the  profession  of 
his  life. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

The  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Section  was  held  in  Edin- 
burgh on  October  11,  Mr.  George  Beilby  in  the  chair.  The 
programme  of  the  evening  was  chiefly  devoted  to  paper- 
makers'  subjects,  Mr.  C.  F.  Cross,  of  London,  contributing 
one  on  "  The  Papermakeis'  Research  Laboratories,"  and  Mr. 
R.  C.  Menzies  following  with  another  on  "  The  Nature  and 
Composition  of  the  Waste- materials  from  Paper-mills." 


jfrencb  IFlews. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Geanulated  Kola. — M.  Crinon,  General  Secretary  of  the 
General  Association  of  French  pharmacists,  is  one  of  the 
pillars  of  pharmacy  in  this  country,  and  never  hesitates  to 
assume  a  militant  attitude  when  the  interests  of  the  profes- 
sion are  involved.  He  possesses  also  an  excellent  knowledge 
of  pharmacy  law,  and  has  opposed  with  considerable  firmness 
M.  Astier's  claim  to  priority  in  the  use  of  the  words  "  Granu- 
lated Kola."  This  has  brought  from  M.  Astier  a  letter 
through  his  lawyer,  which  M.  Crinon  proposes  to  publish  in 


due  course.  Meanwhile  he  has  printed  in  the  Repertoire  de 
Pharmacie  some  interesting  details  concerning  a  trade-mark 
action  heard  at  A^alence  several  years  ago,  and,  on  appeal,  at 
Grenoble,  in  which  the  registered  name  "  Glycero-Kola"  was 
claimed  as  the  property  of  M.  Maurice  Robin,  the  plaintiff  in 
the  action.  The  defendant  was  M.  Andre,  pharmacien  of 
Valence,  who  obtained  judgment  in  his  favour.  It  was  shown 
that  he  had  made  a  preparation  called  Glycero-Kola  Andre, 
which  the  judge  held  could  not  be  considered  an  infringe- 
ment of  M.  Robin's  trade-mark,  especially  as  the  names 
glycero  and  kola  are  public  property.  M.  Crinon  quotes  this 
case  as  being,  in  his  opinioD,  additional  proof  that  M.  Astier 
has  no  ground  for  claiming  the  words  granulated  kola. 

Pakis  Society  of  Phaemacy.— At  the  October  meeting 
of  this  Society  M.  Sonnie  Moret  read  a  report  on  the  candi- 
dature of  Dr.  A.  B.  Griffiths,  of  London,  as  foreign  corre- 
sponding member  of  the  Society.  In  view  of  the  favourable 
nature  of  the  report,  Dr.  Griffiths  was  elected  by  acclama- 
tion. A  note  from  M.  Sejourne,  pharmacist  at  Port  au 
Prince,  was  read  regarding  methods  for  keeping  alcoholic 
tinctures.  Professor  Bourquelot  communicated  the  result 
of  researches  made  by  M.  Laurent  and  himself  on  the 
chemical  composition  of  the  albumen  of  St.  Ignatius  bean. 
When  treated  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  this  albumen  yields 
mannose  and  galactose.  The  latter  is  in  the  larger  propor- 
tion, and  this  sugar  is  easily  obtained  in  a  crystallised  state; 
in  experiments  with  the  albumen  of  the  caroubier- grain 
made  by  MM.  Bourquelot  and  Herissey,  they  found  the  oppo- 
site to  be  the  case.  M.  Patein  read  a  paper  on  the  analysis 
of  blood- serum,  and  other  papers  were  read  Committees 
were  elected  for  awarding  the  Thesis  prizes.  M.  LeidiS 
referred  to  the  loss  of  two  valuable  members  by  death, 
M.  Wurtz  and  M.  Jean  Thomas.  The  President  an- 
nounced that  the  committee  hope  during  the  present  week 
to  be  able  to  send  in  to  the  official  Committee  for  the  Re- 
vision of  the  French  Codex  the  final  reports  of  the  Society 
on  the  subject. 


Gbe  assistant  "  THUantefc." 


THE  above  sketches  are  reproduced  from  the  Police  Gazette, 
and  aTe  a  more  recent  portrait  than  the  one  which  we 
printed  last  week  (page  627)  of  the  thieving  assistant  who 
is  wanted  by  the  Swindon  police.  The  following  is  the 
police  inscription  to  the  portrait : — 

Tom  Sullivan,  alias  William  Shepperley,  Donald  MacDonald, 
Antonio  S.  Rosetti,  Count  Rosetti  and  Fraser,  Office  No.  158,  99, 
wanted  for  stealing  on  April  20  last  21.  and  a  postal  order  for 
15s.  Age,  35;  height,  5  feet  5  inches;  complexion,  dark;  hair, 
dark  brown  ;  eyes,  hazel ;  scar  corner  of  right  eye  ;  mole  back  of 
neck  ;  ulcer-scar  front  right  leg ;  deformed  chest.  A  chemist. 
Frequents  common  lodging-houses.  Arrest  also  sought  by 
Swindon  police  on  a  charge  of  larceny.  Obtains  situations  at 
chemists'  by  means  of  false  character. 

Information  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Metropolitan  Police  Office, 
New  Scotland  Yard,  S.W. 

We  have  heard  from  a  provincial  town  of  Sullivan's 
whereabouts,  and  expect  soon  to  learn  of  his  arrest. 
Chemists  in  the  Hull  district  should  look  out  for  him. 
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Soutb  HMcan  1Rem 

(From  our  Correspondents,) 


Rhodesian  Phaemact  Ordinance.— This  proposed 
ordinance  has  not  yet  received  the  sanction  of  Sir  Alfred 
Milner,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  until  the  war  is  over. 

Chemists  Grieved.— At  Kimberley  business  is  reported 
to  be  brisk,  better  in  fact  than  at  any  other  point  in  the 
colony;  but  Kimberley  chemists  have  a  grievance.  They 
want  the  hospital  contract.  Somehow  or  other  they  cannot 
get  it,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  a  coast  house  is  better 
able  to  fill  such  contracts  promptly. 

Last  but  not  Least. — A  worthy  Scot  who  manages  a 
business  in  Pretoria  recently  received  orders  from  head- 
quarters to  lay  in  a  stock  of  provisions  for  his  staff  in  view 
of  possibilities.  The  gentleman  in  question  is  thoroughly 
practical,  and  the  list  which  he  compiled  began  with  whisky 
and  went  through  all  the  food-stuffs,  finishing  up  with 
1  dozen  bottles  of  castor  oil  and  2  dozen  packages  of  Epsom 
salts. 

Not  so  Calm. — A  Johannesburg  correspondent  writes : — 
"There  is  very  little  alteration  here  politically  from  last 
week.  The  chemists  still  continue  to  conduct  whatever 
business  there  is  as  if  it  were  in  trie  booming  times  of  peace. 
The  exception  is  the  chemist  of  whom  I  wrote  last  week, 
and  he  has  now  a  Peruvian  terror-stricken  companion  with 
many  medals.  Both  of  these  pharmacists  have  barricaded 
their  stores  with  wood  and  corrugated  iron  in  a  fearful  and 
wonderful  way." 

Hospitals  Ready. — Rumour  has  it  that  the  Imperial 
authorities  recently  purchased  large  quantities  of  lint, 
cotton-wool,  bandages,  &c,  from  local  firms.  It  is  true  that 
a  few  smill  purchases  have  been  effected,  but  the  orders 
were  not  large  as  army  orders  go ;  moreover,  the  Imperial 
Government  is  well  supplied  with  all  the  necessities  that  a 
drag-house  handles  for  use  in  case  of  war.  The  colonial 
hospitals,  especially  those  located  near  the  frontier,  are  paying 
particular  attention  to  their  stocks,  and  are  now  well  able 
to  deal  with  the  wounded. 

Undismayed — Cape  chemists  as  a  body  do  not  view  the 
present  state  of  affairs  a?  pessimists  for  new  drug-stores 
continue  to  make  their  appearance,  while  old-established 
businesses  are  being  refitted — in  some  instances  at  great  cost. 
Messrs.  R.  G.  Darroll  &  Co ,  of  Wj  nberg,  have  moved  into 
their  new  premises,  and  their  efforts  have  resulted  in  a  very 
creditable  pharmacy.  Mr.  N.  O.  Raffed,  of  Kimberley,  has 
opened  a  new  branch  in  Market  Sqoare,  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
Turpin  a  store  in  the  Transvaal  Road  (Kimberley').  Many 
readers  of  the  C,  Sf  D.  will  recall  the  name  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Kerr  as  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Junior  Pharmacy  Ball  in 
London,  and  who  had  a  business  in  Bond  Street.  He  has  now 
settled  down  in  Kimberley,  and  is  well  pleased  with  his 
surroundings. 

Trade  Troubled. — The  conditions  of  trade  throughout 
South  Africa  have  been  anything  but  satisfactory  for  the 
past  few  months,  the  reason  of  which  is  obvious  to  those 
who  take  interest  in  South  African  affairs.  The  prospect 
of  an  early  settlement  of  the  situation  by  force  is  welcomed 
by  the  English-speaking  colonists,  and  by  South  African 
traders  generally.  At  the  capital  and  coast  towns  business 
outside  the  dispensing-department  is  almo  t  at  a  standstill, 
and  the  retail  trade  is  complaining  bitterly  of  the  tightness 
of  money.  Now  that  summer  is  approaching,  when  dis- 
pensing is  supposed  to  give  way  somewhat  in  favour  of 
"  holiday  trade,"  even  this  source  of  revenue  will  cease  for  a 
time.  The  Uitlanders,  who  usually  come  down  to  the  coast 
for  pleasure  and  with  money  to  spend,  are  down  on  quite  a 
different  errand  this  year,  for  the  most  part  very  short  of 
funds. 

Bubonic  Plague  in  Africa. — It  has  now  been  proved 
beyond  doubt  that  the  bubonic  plague  has  reached  South- 
East  Africa,  and  that  no  fewer  than  forty-four  distinct  cases 
ended  fatally  within  a  very  short  time  after  the  appearance 
of  the  disease.  The  correspondent  of  the  Cape  Times 
cabled  to  his  journal  repeatedly  from  Lourenco  Marques 
asserting  that  plague  was  raging  not  many  miles  from 


where  he  was  located ;  but  his  statements  were  contradicted 
by  the  Portuguese  and  Transvaal  Governments,  The  Cape 
Government,  however,  despatched  Dr.  Turner,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  to  the  scene  of  the  outbreak,  and  he,  on 
his  return  to  British  territory,  confirmed  the  limes  state- 
ment, and  reported  that  a  native  village  (Magude)  about 
twenty-five  miles  frcm  Delagoa  Bay  had  been  burnt  to  the 
ground  by  the  Portuguese  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
scourge.  Dr.  Turner  considers  there  is  little  fear  of Jtthe 
plague  travelling  south  into  British  territory. 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. — A 
meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  in  the  Eastern 
Provinces  was  held  on  September  14  at  East  London,  and 
a  fair  attendance  resulted.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting,  held  on  the  same  date  last  year,  were  read  and 
adopted,  and  a  vote  of  condolence  was  then  passed  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Tebb 
(of  Lennon,  Limited),  whose  death  we  reported  in  our 
issue  of  April  15,  page  591.  It  was  resolved  that  a  letter 
be  sent  to  all  members  and  associates  as  to  the  advisability 
of  holding  a  special  meeting  of  the  Association,  the  date 
and  meeting-place  to  be  left  to  the  executive  committee.  A 
more  central  place  for  the  meetitgs  was  urged,  one  of  the 
large  towns,  sucn  as  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  De  Aar, 
or  East  London,  being  suggested.  The  question  of  amal- 
gamation with  the  Western  Province  branch  was  discussed, 
but  not  decided  ;  and  it  was  fuither  suggested  that,  instead 
of  the  recent  Medical  and  Pharmacy  act  Amendment  Bill, 
steps  should  be  taken  for  drawing  up  a  Pharmacy  Act  which 
would  not  include  matters  re.ating  to  the  medical  profession, 
as  in  the  Bill  recently  passed. 


i£ast  3nMan  IRewa. 


Pebsonal. — Mr.  F.  Goldstein,  chemist,  and  Dr.  Baldwin 
Seal,  both  of  Darjeelirg,  have  been  actively  engaged  with  the 
rescue- parties  in  the  late  earthquake,  and  have  been  thanked 
in  the  public  press. 

The  Sale  of  Arsenic. — The  Indian  authorities  have  at 
last  introduced  a  draft  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  import 
and  sale  of  white  arsenic.  The  Indian  Medical  Record, 
commenting  upon  the  fact  that  white  arsenic  only  is  specially 
mentioned,  while  the  yellow  and  red  kinds  are  ignored, 
suggests  the  substitution  of  the  words,  "arsenic  and  its 
more  poisonous  compounds  "  in  place  of  "  white  arsenic." 

Pharmacy  in  Bengal. — The  business  in  Mozufferpur 
known  as  the  Tirhoot  Stores  and  Pharmacy,  which  was  last 
year  sold  to  Mr.  A.  R.  Worby  by  the  proprietors,  Messrs. 
Ruxton  &  Coryton,  has,  by  dint  of  perseverance  and  good 
management,  secured  the  patronage  of  the  planting  com- 
munity. Messrs.  Ross  &  Co.,  the  proprietor  of  which  is  the 
Secretary  of  the  Planters'  Association,  are  another  firm  of 
Mozufferpur  chemists. 

Natural  Indigo. — Mr.  E.  Kenyon,  of  Messrs.  John 
Kenyon  &  Sons,  a  well-known  firm  of  indigo-merchants  in 
Manchester,  recently  communicated  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  on  the  importance  of  the  sole  use  of  natural 
indigo,  and  has  been  favoured  with  the  reply  that  natural 
indigo  alone  is  accepted  as  the  dye  for  all  cloths,  serges, 
and  tartans  purchased  by  the  War  Office,  India  Office,  acd 
the  Admiralty.  This  news  will  be  received  with  great  satis- 
faction by  the  largest  indigo-planters. 

Ceylon  Medical  Council. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Ceylon  Medical  Council,  held  in  Colombo,  it  was  decided, 
in  connection  with  the  written  and  oral  examinations,  to  do 
away  with  the  Medical  Assistant  Class,  comprising  the  junior 
men  who  desire  to  become  doctors.  These  men  in  future 
will  be  styled  apothecaries.  The  reason  of  this  new 
departure  is  that  juniors  who  have  passed  the  Medical 
Assistant  Class  immediately  designate  themselves  doctors, 
and  practise  as  doctors.  An  Ordinance  will  shortly  be  intro- 
duced with  the  object  of  registering  all  practitioners,  in 
which  event  apothecaries  will  not  be  included  in  the  register, 
and,  being  unqualified,  will  not  be  allowed  to  style  them- 
selves doctors.  Nearly  forty  candidates  entered  for  the 
senior  coarse  of  the  Matriculation  examination,  which  is 
recognised  by  the  Universities  of  Durham,  Aberdeen,  St. 
Andrews,  and  Glasgow. 
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Colonial  ano  ^foreign  iRews, 


A  Methylated  -  spirit  Dispute.  —  Messrs.  Volkarfc 
Brothers,  of  Colombo,  are  proceeding  against  the  collector  of 
Customs  for  the  recovery  of  157  93r.,  the  value  of  certain 
cases  of  methylated  spirit  imported  to  test  citronella  oil,  and 
50r.  as  damages  for  illegal  detention  at  the  Castoms. 

Fiem-NAMES  IN  GERMANY. — From  January  1,  1900,  every 
owner  of  a  business  in  Germany  must  have  hi9  name  and  one 
Christian  name  in  full  letters  exhibited  outside.  In  case  of 
firms  the  responsible  manager's  name  is  to  be  shown,  or 
those  of  two  partners.  This  affects  pharmacists,  as  German 
pharmacies  are  mostly  only  designated  the  "  Lion,"  "  Eagle," 
&c.  The  new  civil-law  book  does  not  contain  the  words 
"doctor"  or  "  pharmacist "  ;  they  are  reckoned  as  business 
men. 

Canadian  Preferential  Tariff. — Figures  are  now 
available  to  show  the  effect  of  the  lower  tariff  rates  (which 
came  into  actual  operation  on  August  1)  on  British  trade. 
The  exports  of  British  and  Irish  produce  to  Canada  from 
August  1,  1898,  to  July  31,  1899.  were  6,178,6842. ;  in  the 
same  period  in  1897-98  they  were  5,707,1062. ;  and  in  1896-97 
5,038,1382.  Thus  the  exports  show  an  increase  of  over  8  per 
cent,  for  1899  over  1898,  and  of  22  per  cent,  for  1899  as 
compared  with  1897. 

A  Sumach  Syndicate  — The  principal  traders  in  sumach 
in  Palermo  have  recently  formed  themselves  into  a  syndicate, 
under  the  name  of  the  "Societa  per  l'Esportazione  dei 
sommachi  di  Sicilia,"  or  business  title  of  "  J.  et  V.  Florio  et 
Cie."  Dealers  in  Italy  who  have  been  obliged  to  lay  in  a 
stock  of  this  article  for  tanning-purposes  resent  the 
probable  effect  of  this  monopoly  in  establishing  higher 
prices,  but  as  the  syndicate  consists  of  about  twenty-five  of 
the  leading  firms,  it  is  not  expected  they  will  be  able  to 
obtain  supplies  outside  the  combination.  The  new  crop  is 
slightly  inferior  to  that  of  last  year,  because  a  certain 
number  of  growers,  by  reason  of  the  low  prices  ruling,  have 
neglected  cultivation. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Jubilee.—  On  September  30  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  firm  I.  Serra- 
vallo,  pharmacists,  The  Piazza,  Cavana,  was  celebrated  by 
the  unveiling  of  a  marble  memorial-tablet  in  the  reception- 
room  of  the  pharmacy.  The  tablet  was  dedicated  by  the 
present  head  of  the  firm,  Dr.  Victor  Serravallo,  to  the  memory 
of  his  father,  Cav.  Jacobo  Serravallo,  the  founder  of  the 
house,  who  died  in  1890.  Jacobo  Serravallo,  who  came  from 
Vittorio,  was  one  of  the  best-known  personalities  in  the 
town.  He  was  a  successful  and  hardworking  pharmacist, 
but  nevertheless  found  time,  especially  in  his  younger  years, 
for  intercourse — both  personal  and  through  correspondence 
— with  the  most  prominent  literati  of  Italy,  amongst  whom 
were  Tommaseo,  Francesco  Dall'  Augaro,  Adelaide  Eistori, 
and  Caterina  Percotto. 

Quinine  Trust  Solid. — The  American  Druggist  has 
interviewed  some  Chicago  wholesale  druggists  on  the  likeli- 
hood of  breaking  down  the  German  quinine  trust  through  a 
movement  recently  started  by  leading  cinchona-planters  in 
Java,  to  keep  the  raw  material  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
syndicate  ;  but  none  of  the  druggists  have  any  faith  in  the 
scheme.  The  following  are  substantially  the  remarks  of  a 
few  wholesale  houses : — "  If  a  market  is  established  in  Java, 
as  is  suggested,  we  do  not  see  what  is  to  prevent  the  German 
manufacturers  from  going  there  and  securing  supplies,  and 
we  do  not  see  how  conditions  will  be  changed  from  what 
they  are  at  present.  The  only  way  the  Javanese  can  keep 
their  bark  from  the  German  manufacturers  will  be  to  use  it 
all  themselves,  for  the  Germans  certainly  will  bid  as  high  as 
Americans.  Besides,  the  Java  quinine  is  not  of  a  quality  to 
meet  with  ready  sale  here,  because  of  its  colour." 

Russian  Petroleum-industry. — There  will  shortly  be 
opened  in  connection  with  the  petroleum-industry  in  the 
Caucasus  district  of  Russia  the  first  oil-pipe  line.  The  Trans- 
Caucasus  Railway  can  no  longer  cope  with  the  increasing 
quantities  of  oil  sent  for  transport,  and  a  large  reservoir  has 
been  constructed  at  Michailove  for  storage  of  the  oil  brought 
from  Baku.  From  Michailove  the  new  pipe-line  will  convey 
it  to  Batum,  on  the  Black  Sea,  for  shipment.  Despite  the 
difficulties  of  gradients,  the  line  has  been  successfully  laid, 
and  it  is  now  proposed  to  lay  other  lines  direct  from  Baku 


northward  aloDg  the  shores  of  the  Caspian  Sea  to  Petroosk, 
thence  across  to  Novo  Rossiisk,  on  the  Black  Sea,  a  total 
distance  of  600  miles.  There  is  even  rumour  of  a  pipe-line 
to  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg,  but  this  is  attributed  to  the 
enterprise  of  some  American,  and  its  very  boldness  is  looked 
upon  with  some  alarm  by  the  Russians. 

Chemists'  Assistants  in  Russia — For  some  time  past 
Russian  pharmaceutical  assistants  have  been  agitating  for 
the  betterment  of  their  position.  They  formed  a  committee 
in  St.  Petersburg,  and  collected  in  subscriptions  the  amounts 
necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  delegates  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Congress  in  Moscow  in  December.  The  last 
meeting  was  attended  by  about  200  assistants,  and  was 
somewhat  excited.  The  demands  which  they  put  forward 
are :  more  free  time ;  reduction  of  the  working  hours  from 
fourteen  to  eight  (in  the  capital  they  work  from  8  A.M.  till  10, 
often  past  12  p.m.),  and  abolition  of  indoor  living,  in  which 
case  their  salary  must  be  raised.  At  present  they  get  40  to 
60r.  a  month  with  board  and  lodging,  but  amusements,  Sic.,  are 
very  dear  in  Russia.  If  this  were  granted,  their  next  wish 
would  be  to  have  more  rights  at  the  universities,  where  they 
are  almost  treated  like  strangers.  The  movement  is  said  to 
be  largely  the  result  of  agitators'  conduct. 

Fires. — The  "  extracting-room  "  at  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.'s  establishment  in  Detroit  was  destroyed  by  fire  on 
September  23.  A  chemist  named  Lesk  was  at  work  in  the 
room,  and  was  about  to  draw  some  benzine  from  a  galvanised- 
iron  tank.  As  soon  as  the  benzine  began  to  flow  there  was 
a  burst  of  flame,  and  Lesk  ran  for  his  life.  He  escaped 
without  injury,  and  the  entire  building  was  soon  in  flames. 
The  roof  was  carried  away  by  the  first  explosion,  and  the 
front  of  the  building  shortly  afterwards  collapsed.  The 
firm's  own  fire  department  made  an  attempt  at  extinction, 
but,  owing  to  the  dangerous  character  of  the  contents,  the 
City  Department  was  called  in,  and  several  hours  elapsed 
before  the  fire  was  entirely  subdued.  The  total  loss  will 
approximate  $4,000,  and,  but  for  the  fact  that  the  wrecked 
building  was  at  some  distance  from  the  main  factor  y  and 
near  the  water-front,  much  greater  damage  might  have  been 
done. — Fire  broke  out  in  a  restaurant  in  State  Street,  Chicago, 
on  September  22,  and  rapidly  spread  to  the  premises  of  the 
Economical  Drug  Company,  where  a  large  portion  of  the 
stock  and  fixtures  wa*  destroyed  and  damage  amounting 
to  $50,000  was  done.  The  Economical  Drug  Company  was 
the  pioneer  of  aggressive  price-cutting  in  Chicago. 

Austrian  Pharmaceutical  Society.— The  annual  meet- 
ing of  this  Society  has  just  been  held  at  Briinn.  The  principal 
topic  of  discussion  was  how  to  remedy  the  great  lack  of 
assistants  and  how  to  attract  more  to  the  profession.  The 
want  of  assistants  is  so  marked  that  a  large  number  of 
pharmacies  would  have  to  be  closed  should  the  owner  fall 
ill.  It  is  thought  that  the  Government  must  alter  this  state 
of  matters.  It  appears  that  there  is  no  use  advertising,  as  no 
answers  come  to  "  situations- vacant "  announcements.  This 
condition  has  been  brought  about  through  unions  of  assis- 
tants who  have  instituted  a  campaign  against  pharmacy, 
especially  endeavouring  to  prevent  young  men  becoming 
pharmacists;  even  in  1  he  schools  articles  are  read  denounc- 
ing pharmacy  and  its  prospects  in  a  way  to  make  one 
ashamed  of  being  connected  with  pharmacy,  and  long 
articles  appear  also  in  the  dailies.  One  of  the  speakers  at 
the  annual  meeting  said  the  assistants'  object  is  to  force 
owners  to  lease  their  pharmacies  at  very  low  prices  or  to 
secure  higher  salaries.  To  stop  this  it  was  proposed  to 
present  to  the  Government  a  petition  requesting  the  ap- 
prenticeship to  be  reduced  to  two  years,  and  only  one  year 
as  assistant  before  attending  the  university,  three  years 
being  the  prestnt  limit.  It  was  also  agreed  that  obli- 
gatory insurance  for  old  age  should  bs  introduced,  and 
an  endeavour  is  to  be  made  to  induce  assistants'  unions  to 
stop  publishing  deprecatory  articles.  The  President  (Dr. 
Hellmann,  first  Vice-President  of  the  Vereic)  and  two  other 
members  of  the  presidency  absolutely  refused  to  be  re-elected. 
The  Secretary  only  accepted  for  nest  year.  The  executive 
is  now  constituted  as  follows :— President,  Gust.  Eder 
(Lirz);  first  Vice-PresideDt,  Rud.  Schlegel  (Haida);  second 
Vice  President,  Alois  Kremel  (Vienna);  Treasurer,  Ed. 
Binder,  jun.  (Vienna);  atd  Secretary,  Dr.  Heger.  Dr. 
Hellmann  was  elected  hon.  president  and  Messrs.  Hell  and 
Yansta  hon.  members. 
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Abley. — On  October  5,  at  Hereford,  Mr.  Edward  Abley, 
chemist  arid  druggist  Aged  94.  Deceased  was  a  native  of 
Leominster,  and  began  business  in  Hereford  seventy  years 
ago  in  the  premises  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Kemp.  He  retired 
thirty-five  years  ago.  The  late  Mr.  Abley  was  for  maDy  years 
on  the  Town  Council,  first  as  a  councillor,  and  subsequently  as 
an  alderman,  while  in  1858-59  he  filled  the  mayoral  chair. 
He  was  senior  deacon  and  the  oldest  member  of  Eignbrook 
Congregational  Church. 

Be  VAN.— On  October  11,  at  Harwich,  Essex,  Mr.  Charles 
Frederick  Bevan,  pharmaceutical  chemi^.  Aged  79.  Mr. 
Bevan  was  articled  to  Dr.  Clarke,  of  Wellingoorough,  but 

afterwards  took 
up  pharmacy, 
and  was  for 
some  time  with 
Mr.  Provost,  of 
Huntingdon, and 
five  jears  with 
Messrs.  Lea, 
Perrins  &  Smith, 
of  Cheltenham. 
In  1847  he  com- 
menced business 
on  his  own 
account  in  Hack- 
ney Road,  Lon- 
don, but  re- 
moved three 
years  after  to 
Hatwich,  where 
he  engaged  in 
business  until 
his  death.  A  few 
years  ago  he 
took  his  son, 
Mr.  Wm.  Bevan, 
prjarmaceutical 

chemist,  into  partnership.  He  was  a  prominent  Noncon- 
formist and  Liberal,  was  universally  respected,  and  was  a 
magistrate  of  the  borough  for  twenty-five  years,  also  a 
director  of  the  Harwich  Gas  and  Coke  Company.  Mr. 
Bevan  was  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  Harwich  Town 
Council,  and  was  offered  and  declined  the  chief  magistracy 
on  several  occasions.  He  leaves  a  son,  Mr.  Wm.  Bevan,  who 
will  now  carry  on  the  business,  and  a  daughter,  who  married 
Dr.  Benton,  of  Upton  Park,  London. 

Bignold.  — On  September  29,  Mr.  Walter  Bignold,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Battersea.  Aged  42.  Mr.  Bignold  had  been 
in  business  at  45  Falcon  Road  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  had  been  a 
great  friend  to  a  number  of  the  South  Western  Railway  men, 
and  eight  guards  of  the  company  bore  his  body  at  th^ir  own 
request  from  Brookwood  rail  way -station  to  the  graveside. 

Castneb.— Mr.  Hamilton  Y.  Castner,  the  American 
technical  cbemi.-t,  died  at  New  York  on  October  12.  Mr. 

Castner  came  to  this  country  in 
1886  with  a  process  fur  the  pro- 
duction of  aluminium  He  had 
been  trained  as  a  chemist  under 
Professor  Chandler  a1;  the  School 
of  Mines,  Columbia  College,  New 
York,  and  thereafter  started  prac- 
tice as  an  analyst.  In  1886  he 
devised  a  process  for  the  cheap 
production  of  sodium,  and  through 
that  of  aluminium.  The  old 
process  of  makiDg  sodium  was  to 
ignite  a  mixture  of  sodium  car- 
bonate, charcoal,  and  lime  at  a  high 
temperature.  Mr.  Castner  found  that  by  using  iron  carbiie 
instead  of  charcoal  he  could  secure  much  readier  reduction  of 
sodium  hydroxide  to  the  metallic  state,  the  temperature  being 
only  about  one-balf  that  of  the  old  process,  and  the  cost  of 
production  abont  one-sixth  as  much.  At  that  time  aluminium 
was  selling  at  60.?.  per  lb.,  and  Mr.  Castner's  idea  was  to  use 
sodium  in  the  Deville  process  for  producing  aluminium, 


whereby  the  cost  would  be  reduced  to  below  15s.  per  lb. 
As  a  result  of  his  work  a  company  was  formed  and  aluminium- 
works  were  started  at  Oldbury  ;  but  the  company  had  not 
long  started  operations  when  the  electrolytic  process  of 
making  aluminium  came  in  and  nearly  ruined  it.  It  is  due 
to  Mr.  Castner's  memory  to  say  that  in  spite  of  this  com- 
petition he  so  improved  the  technology  of  his  processes  as 
to  save  his  company  from  extinction.  His  name  is  also 
identified  with  the  electrolytic  production  of  alkali  and 
bleaching-powder,  he  being  a  co-inventor  of  the  well-known 
Castner-Kellner  process.  Mr.  Castner  devoted  his  attention 
to  other  subjects  of  chemical  technology,  and  all  who  had 
been  associated  with  him  speak  of  his  remarkable  mental 
poweis  and  experimental  skill.  He  was  quite  in  the 
meridian  of  life,  being  slightly  over  40  years  of  age. 

Gbeaves  —On  October  3,  Mr.  John  Greave3,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Cardiff.    Aged  56. 

Hicks.— The  Right  Rev.  John  Wale  Hicks,  Bishop  of 
Basutoland,  who  died  last  week  in  Bloemfontein,  was  at 
one  time  well  known  in  scientific  circles.  He  was  a  M.D.  of 
the  London  University,  having  graduated  in  1864,  as  well  as 
M.R  C.S.  and  F.R.C.P.,  and  he  wrote  a  text-book  on  inorganic 
chemistry.  After  graduating  he  settled  in  Cambridge, 
where  in  1871  he  was  ordained  deacon  and  took  priest's 
orders  in  the  following  year.  Ultimately  he  became  D.D. 
(Cantab.).  In  1881  Dr.  Hicks  obtained  the  fellowship  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  which  is  the  distinguishing 
mark  of  the  consultant. 

Lomas. — At  31  "Vicarage  Road,  Camber  well,  S.E.,  on 
October  11,  Mr.  Joseph  Wilding  Lomas,  pharmaceutical 
chemist.  Aged  70  The  circumstances  attending  the  death 
of  Mr.  Lomas  are  sad.  He  lived  alone  in  retirement,  and 
was  found  dead  in  his  house  at  Camberwell.  The  inquest 
held  on  October  17  revealed  the  fact  that  death  was  due  to 
syncope  following  fibrous  degeneration  of  the  heart.  Mr. 
Lomas  was  well  known  in  pharmaceutical  circles  through  his 
regular  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  aad  his  cheery  and  humorous 
speeches  have  been  a  feature  at  the  annual  meetings  for 
many  years  past.  The  evidence  at  the  inquest  regarding  his 
death  showed  that  he  was  formerly  a  dispenser  in  the  Army, 
and  went  through  the  Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  campaigns. 
Afterwards  he  appears  to  have  had  a  business  in  Old  Kent 
Road,  but  gave  that  up  some  years  ago  and  lived  alone  in 
Vicarage  Road.  He  never  allowed  a  woman  to  go  into  his 
rooms,  and  he  did  his  own  shopping  and  all  the  house-work. 
Yet  he  was  a  man  of  means,  and  in  his  bedroom  were  found 
securities  representing  thousands  of  pounds.  His  name 
appears  on  the  pharmaceutical  register  as  of  1  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  B.C.,  which  is  the  address  of  the  City  Safe 
Deposit,  and  there  he  had,  it  is  understood,  some  valuable 
property  deposited. 

McMastee  —On  October  13,  at  Glasgow,  Mr.  Thomas 
McMaster,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  50. 

Nix.—  Oq  October  7,  at  Billericay,  Mr.  William  Nix,  son  of 
Mr.  John  K.  Nix,  chemist  and  druggist,  Billericay.    Aged  49 

Tatloe.— On  September  30,  Mr.  Henry  William  Taylor 
chemist  and  druggist,  Lincoln.    Aged  54. 

Walkee. — On  October  2,  Mr.  Henry  Walker,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Swadlincote.    Aged  54. 

Obituary  — The  victims  claimed  by  the  Alps  during  the 
past  season  include  M.  Cauro,  late  assistant  professor  at 
the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy.  He  succumbed  during  an 
ascent  of  Mont  Blanc  male  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  influence  of  the  cold  of  glaciers  on  electric  currents 
passing  through  wires  — With  a  well- filled  and  useful  career 
behind  him,  M.  Pascal  Hogouneng  recently  passed  away  at 
Montpellier,  in  his  78th  year.  As  a  young  man  he  served 
as  an  assistant  at  Montpellier,  Marseilles,  Lyons,  and  Paris. 
In  the  latter  city  he  was  engaged  at  the  old  pharmacie 
Gobley,  and  also  at  the  HOtel  Dteu  Hospital.  He  passed  as 
a  pharmacien  in  1847,  and  then  gradually  developed  a  taste 
for  scientific  research  in  the  application  of  chemistry  to 
industry  and  agriculture,  which  he  carried  out  with  consider- 
able success  and  rendered  great  service  to  wine-growers. 
His  son,  M.  Louis  Hogouneng,  is  professor  of  chemistry  at 
the  Lyons  Faculty  of  Medicine. —  Our  Paris  Correspondent. 
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Winter  Session. 


The  Editor  will  be  obliged  if  Secretaries  of  Associations  toill  send 
him  copies  of  their  programmes  for  the  session. 

Advance  notices  of  the  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under 
"  Coming  Events."  Secretaries  are  requested  to  send  such 
notices  not  later  than  Wednesdays  of  the  weeks  before  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held. 

Penny  Science. 

Pbofessor  Ramsai's  lecture  on  '-Liquid  Air"  at  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hall  struck  the  spectators  bard  with  astonishment. 
He  had  a  store  of  liquid  air  on  the  table  in  Dewar's  vacuum 
jacketed  vessels,  Some  of  the  experiments  were  pretty, 
others  were  novel.  The  professor  poured  the  liquid  from 
one  vessel  into  another,  little  clouds  of  snow  being  condensed 
from  the  air  along  its  path.  He  poured  some  on  water, 
and  each  drop  froze  for  itself  a  boat  of  ice.  Indiarubber 
placed  in  the  liquid  became  so  hard  and  brittle  that  it  broke 
with  a  blow  from  a  hammer,  and  butter  became  hard,  and 
fell  with  a  sharp,  rattling  sound  on  the  floor. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  took  place  on  October  12, 
at  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford  Street,  W.  The  attendance 
was  poor,  owitig  to  the  wet  evening.  Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble, 
who  has  been  elected  President  for  a  second  year,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  delivered  an 

INAUGUBAL  ADDRESS, 

in  the  course  of  which  he  thanked  the  Council  for  again 
electing  him  as  President.  In  looking  up  the  records  of  the 
Association  he  had  to  go  back  to  1885  before  be  came 
upon  a  case  where  the  President  had  been  re-elected, 

and  he  had  tried  in  vain 
to  discover  what  his  crime 
had  been  that  he  must 
again  be  put  in  the  pillory. 
(Laughter.)  Referring  then 
to  the  membership  -  roll, 
which  at  the  end  of  last 
session  was  rather  below 
the  average,  the  President 
said  it  was  due  to  the  con- 
stant loss  of  old  members, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  their 
members  were  drawn  from 
a  migratory  class  of  men. 
He  hoped  they  would  by 
individual  and  personal  assi- 
duity bring  in  new  members,  so  as  to  »aise  the  roll  to  a 
satisfactory  level.  The  Association  wanted  not  only  new 
members  but  new  workers.  The  absolute  sterility  which 
had  followed  a  previous  fecundity  of  original  work  was 
due,  he  thought,  to  the  fact  that  a  greater  proportion  of  their 
members  were  employed  in  retail-pharmacies,  where  the 
opportunities  for  research  were  less,  and  that  fewer  of  the 
"  students  by  nature  "  remained  in  pharmacy  than  formerly. 
In  speakirjg  of  the  subordination  of  the  scientific  side  to  the 
social  side,  upon  which  they  had  received  some  criticism, 
he  reminded  them  that  the  founders  of  the  Association 
considered  the  promotion  of  social  intercourse  quite  as  im- 
portant an  object  as  the  discussion  of  scientific  subjects, 
insomuch  that  they  had  placed  the  social  side  before  the 
scientific  side  in  the  rules  and  objects  of  the  Association. 
Of  the  future  of  the  Association  he  (the  President)  was  con- 
fident, but  he  would  ask  them  to  put  more  energy  and 
enthusiasm  into  the  work,  so  that  they  might  merit  the 
confidence  of  the  outside  world  of  pharmacy  which  had  so 
far  been  theirs.    (Applause  ) 

Mr.  Strother  (Treasurer),  as  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Association,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for 
his  address,  which  he  hoped  would  stimulate  the  members  to 
fresh  action.  The  roll  of  members  seemed  smaller  than  it 
really  was,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  only  counted  those 
as  members  who  had  paid  their  subscriptions. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble. 


Mr.  Curry  seconded,  and  remarked  that  the  Association 
endeavoured  to  combine  improvement  of  the  knowledge  and 
abilities  of  chemists'  assistants  by  scientific  discussions 
with  promotion  cf  the  social  side  of  pharmacy. 

The  vote  was  canied  unanimously,  the  President 
briefly  replying. 

Ten  new  members  were  elected  durirjg  the  evening. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  fourth  general  meeting  of  the  fiftieth  session  of  this 
association  took  place  on  October  12  at  the  Royal  Institution, 
Mr.  J.  Bain  (Vice-President)  in  the  chair. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wardleworth,  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
who  is  in  America,  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden  perlormed  the 
usual  routine  business. 

Two  new  members  were  added  to  the  rolls  of  the  Associa- 
tion— Messrs.  A.  E.  Killon  and  A  H.  Lodge. 

The  respected  President  (Mr.  Edwards  Evans)  having  just 
been  bereaved  by  the  death  of  a  daughter,  Mr.  Bain  proposed 
that  a  letter  of  condolence  be  sent  him  by  the  Association, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  meeting.  The  candidature  of 
Mr.  John  Smith,  the  local  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  who  was  about  to  offer  himself  for  re-election,  was 
brought  to  the  members'  notice,  and  it  was  agreed  that  they 
should  support  him. 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  John  Smith  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hocken  that  Mr.  Anthony  8.  Buck  be  elected  to  the  office  of 
President  for  the  session  beginning  in  1900.  This  was 
carried  unanimously. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Mr.  John  Smith  on 

The  Fedebation  op  Local  Associations  and  the 
Phaemaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Smith  said  :  In  the  month  of  October  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  requested  by  the  Secretary 
to  nominate  persons  who 
shall  represent  the  Society 
and  undertake  certain  duties 
as  local  secretaries,  and  he 
thought  the  present  an  ap- 
propriate occasion  before 
the  nominations  are  filled, 
up  in  which  to  discuss  the 
relationship  of  the  Council 
to  their  constituents  and  the 
general  question  of  efficiency 
or  inefficiency  of  the  existing 
system  of  local  representa- 
tion of  the  Society. 

The  Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety, by  reason  of  its  con- 
stitution, ought  to  be  one 
of  the  finest  specimens  of 
effective  organisation  in 
existence  Its  functions  are 
administrative  and  educational.  In  endeavouring  to  fulfil  the 
duties  imposed  upon  it  by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  the 
Council  has,  on  the  whole,  he  thought,  exercised  wise  dis- 
crimination, and  there  are  not  many  who  would  deny  it 
appreciative  recognition  for  its  efforts  in  the  direction  of 
advancement  of  knowledge.  Successive  members  of  Council 
of  great  ability  and  insight  into  the  future  have  done  what 
men  can  to  promote  and  encourage  technical  knowledge  and 
research,  and  by  raising  a  more  highlj  -trained  body  of  men 
in  their  calling  have  done  much  to  raise  the  status  of  the 
registered  chemist.  The  work  accomplished  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  through  its  members  should  give  it  an  influ- 
ence and  weight  that  an  organisation  of  a  mere  trading-body 
could  not  attain.  Another  great  advantage  the  Society  has 
is  that  it  is  a  democratic  body.  In  practice  it  is  not  as  much 
so  as  it  might  be,  but  that  is  not  the  Jault  of  its  constitution. 
It  is  open  to  every  person  on  the  register,  whatever  his  views 
may  be,  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Society, 
to  expound  and  promulgate  those  \iews  with  all  his  might 
and  energy,  and  to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  Council  if  his 
brethren  choose  to  place  him  there.  As  regards  provincial 
local  organisation,  therein  was  their  weakness.  Once  a  year 
members  are  requested  to  nominate  a  person  for  the  posi- 
tion of  local  secietary  in  respective  districts.  He  had  no 
actual  knowledge,  but  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  not  more 
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than  7  to  10  per  cent,  of  these  nomination-cards  are  filled  in 
and  returned.  In  most  cases  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  form  : 
the  same  person  is  appointed  year  after  year  until  he  wishes 
to  retire.  Towards  the  close  of  each  year  of  office  the  local 
secretary  receives  a  communication  suggesting  that  he 
should  call  a  meeting  of  the  chemists  in  his  district  to  con- 
sult as  to  the  most  suitable  person  to  be  recommended  for 
the  office.  Yet  they  never  beard  of  such  a  meetiDg  being 
called.  The  lack  of  interest  was,  he  thought,  due  partly  to 
the  impression  in  many  minds  that  the  local  secretary  is 
the  representative  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  rather  than 
the  nominee  of  the  chemists  in  the  district.  Following  the 
suggestions  of  the  Council,  in  large  towns  there  could  be  no 
more  fitting  occasion  for  the  consideration  of  the  nomination 
of  a  local  secretary  than  a  meetiDg  of  the  local  Association. 
If  notices  of  the  meeting  were  sent  to  every  registered 
chemist  in  the  district,  aDd  only  supporters  of  the  Society 
permitted  to  vote,  the  nomination  of  the  Chairman  on  behalf 
of  the  meeting  should  be  valid,  and  such  a  local  secretary 
would 

Actually  and  Teult  Eepresbnt|his  Fellow-chemists. 

He  did  not  suggest  that  this  system  of  nomination  could  be 
generally  adopted  this  year,  especially  as  nominations  must 
be  in  by  October  20,  and  it  might  be  desirable  also  that 
they  should  first  have  a  pronouncement  from  the  Council 
that  a  nomination  in  this  form  would  receive  the  considera- 
tion its  importance  deserves.  The  Federation  could  render 
invaluable  aid  in  this  matter,  and  would  gladly  co-operate 
with  the  Council  in  endeavouring  to  secure  a  larger  number 
of  energetic  local  secretaries,  and  should  bind  together  in  a 
common  interest  the  many  local  associations  spread  over  all 
parts  of  Great  Britain,  and  strengthen  and  assist  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  to  the  utmost  of  its  power.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  the  Federation  should  give  itself  over  hand- 
bound,  and  it  is  an  essential  part  ot  its  existence  that  it 
should  have  an  independent  position.  The  Federat  ion  can 
be  useful  in  other  ways.  It  is  necessary,  for  instance,  to 
take  some  action  in  a  parliamentary  election  in  a  distant 
borough  or  other  division,  and  the  assistance  of  persons 
familiar  with  the  aspect  of  pharmaceutical  affairs  is  desired  : 
the  Federation,  through  some  of  its  members,  would  supply 
this  assistance.  Again,  they  had  knowledge  of  serious 
divergence  of  opinion  between  associations  of  chemists  in 
different  parts  on  the  question  of  the  direction  that  coming 
amendments  of  pharmacy-law  should  take.  Without  some 
action  being  taken  by  the  Federation,  he  did  not  see  how 
these  differences  were  to  be  adjusted.  He  also  openly 
appealed  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to 
make  use  of  the  local  knowledge  they  possess  and  to 
accept  the  co-operation  they  tender  in  the  spirit  in  which 
it  is  offered.  As  a  local  secretary  of  some  experience, 
having  no  small  acquaintance  amongst  others  in  the  same 
position,  he  stated  his  conviction  that  these  officers  of  the 
Society  are  hampered  and  discouraged  by  lack  of  interest 
on  the  part  of  those  amongst  whom  they  work  and  the  want 
of  proper  local  support.  As  the  President  said  recently, 
some  of  the 

Local  Secretaries  could  do  with  a  Little  More 
Zeal, 

and  they  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  apathy  of  chemists ; 
but  it  is  not  apathy  only,  it  is  imperfect  organisation.  As 
one  occupying  a  responsible  position  in  the  Federation 
of  Local  Associations,  his  belief  was  that  they  can  do  some- 
thing towards  bringing  the  local  associations  into  something 
like  affiliation  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  creating 
interest  in  the  Society  and  its  local  representation  by  the 
simple  method  of  the  Association  nominating  the  local 
secretaries.  To  briefly  summarise,  he  submitted  that  the 
success  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  largely  dependent 
upon  local  organisation ;  that  local  organisation  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Society  should  be  the  business  of  a  local 
association,  and  not  of  a  single  individual  appointed  from 
London  ;  that  in  these  local  associations,  banded  together  in 
one  Federation,  an  infinitely  better  agency  is  provided  than 
where  the  duties  rest  with  isolated  individuals. 

Concluding,  he  said  there  had  been  a  lull  in  pharmaceutical 
politics  in  the  last  two  months.  The  Lord  Chancellor's 
famous  statement  was  made  in  the  last  few  days  of  an 
expiring  parliamentary  Session,  and  as  the  Council  does  not 


meet  in  September  tbey  could  not  have  their  views  on  the 
matter ;  but  at  the  October  meetiBg  it  was  resolved  to  frame 
a  clause  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it  inserted,  if  possible,  in 
the  Companies  Bill  when  it  is  again  brought  forward. 
Chemists  all  over  the  country,  through  their  associations, 
have  unmistakably  stated  their  withes  and  wbat  they  believe 
to  be  their  just  claims,  and  the  Council  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  these.  The  Council  also  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  formulated  or  adopted  the  well-known  draft  sug- 
gestions. Many  of  them  believed  that  in  that  instance  too 
much  was  asked  for,  and  would  willingly  abate  their  demands 
to  a  reasonable  limit,  but  there  does  seem  to  be  something 
underlying  those  suggestions  which  may  form  the  basis  of  a 
policy.  The  Federation,  in  order  to  be  prepared,  has  been 
taking  steps  towards  organising  districts  which  are  at  present 
unorganised.  Replies  and  letters  received  in  answer  to  a 
Federation  circular  to  local  secretaries  gave  not  evidence 
only,  but  proof  of,  to  use  the  Secretary's  words,  "  a  great 
amount  of  latent  enthusiasm  in  the  country,"  and  a  justifica- 
tion of  the  policy  they  had  adopted. 

A  Better  Tone. 

At  the  conclusion  the  Chairman,  in  proposing  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Smith,  said  that  be  was  glad  to  notice  the 
alteration  in  the  tone  of  the  Federation  towards  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  for,  if  he  remembered  rightly,  in  its 
younger  days  it  seemed  to  exist  for  the  express  purpose  of 
jogging  the  hand  of  the  Society.  However,  in  the  scheme 
projected  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Federation  would  work  with  the 
Society  towards  the  betterment  of  chemists  and  the  safe- 
guarding of  their  tiade  interests. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  seconded  the  proposition,  and  asked  Mr. 
Smith  if  he  understood  him  to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Federation  had  informed  him  "  that  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  blatant  enthusiasm  abroad."  (Laughter.)  He  hoped  not, 
for  what  they  warned  was  good  honest  work  and  not  noise. 
In  his  connection  with  the  Federation  he  believed  he  had  been 
looked  upon  as  somewhat  lethargic  in  his  methods  of 
procedure,  consequently  be  bad  relinquished  his  position  to 
more  go-ahead  people.  He  would,  however,  deprecate  too 
much  ill-directed  enthusiasm  ;  in  matters  pharmaceutical  it 
was  as  well  to  make  baste  slowly. 


Plymouth  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  October  11,  the 
President  (Mr.  0.  J.  Park)  in  the  cbair.  A  number  of  new 
members  were  elected,  bringing  the  total  up  to  141. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  appointed  as 
follows :— President,  Mr.  F.  Maitland  ;  Vice-President  for 
Plymouth,  Mr.  J.  1  avy  Turney ;  Vice-President  for  Devon- 
port,  Mr.  Lamble ;  Vice-President  for  Stonehouse  and  district, 
Mr.  Downing,  Launceston  ;  Committee  for  Plymouth,  Messrs. 
Condy  U'Ren,  Freeman  Hunt,  and  J.  Barge ;  Devonport, 
Messrs.  Davey  and  C.  T.  Weary  ;  Stonehouse,  Mr.  J.  Cocks ; 
Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Woods  ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  G. 
Breeze;  Auditors,  Messrs.  H.  P.  Hearder  and  W.  Austin; 
Committee  for  Junior  Section,  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Osborne. 

Mr.  Lamble,  having  proposed  thanks  to  the  retiring 
officers,  which  the  Chairman  acknowledged, 

Mr.  Breeze  read  the  committee's  annual  report,  which 
showed  that  the  membership,  attendance  and  interest  had 
been  all  well  sustained  After  alluding  to  the  successful 
meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  Mr. 
Breeze  said  many  subjects  affecting  the  trade  had  been 
discussed  during  the  year,  amongst  others  the  by-laws, 
Poison  Regulations  (now  law),  the  question  of  forming  a  local 
trade  defence  fund,  and  Sir  John  Lubbock's  Shop-hours 
Regulation  Bill.  The  members  had  also  considered  the 
desirability  of  shortening  the  long  hours  of  business  observed 
in  the  locality,  and  obtained  a  large  amount  of  information 
on  the  point  from  other  towns.  Recognising,  however,  that 
different  localities  had  different  needs,  tbey  could  not  advise 
that  a  fixed  hour  for  closing  should  be  observed  everywhere 
alike,  but  were  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  by  individual  chemists  to  shorten  the  hours 
of  business.  After  all  the  expenses  had  been  met  there  was 
a  small  money-balance  left  to  the  credit  of  the  Association. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

Some  discussion  then  ensued  as  to  the  approaching  election 
of  local  secretaries  ;  and  Mr.  Freeman  Hunt  was  renominated 
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for  Plymouth  and  Mr.  Maitland  for  Stonehouse.  The  follow- 
ing were  re-elected  as  the  Education  Committee  : — Messrs. 
Barge,  Morgan,  Maitland,  Park,  Weary,  Turney,  and  G. 
Breeze. 


North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Association. 

The  members  of  this  Association  met  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel. 
Stoke-on-Trent,  on  October  12,  to  bear  an  address  by  Mr.  J 
Aveiill  (President)  on 

Company  Tbading. 

Mr.  Avebill  began  by  referring  to  the  foundation  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  and  called  special  attention  to  Section  I.  of  the 
Act  of  1868,  dealing  with  the  assumption  of  titles  and 
registration,  and  said  he  did  so  because  it  was  upon  that 
section  there  was  so  wide  a  diversity  of  opinion.  The  con- 
struction which  had  been  put  on  the  word  "  person  "  by  the 
Law  Lords  and  upheld  by  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  was 


Mr.  John  Averill. 


such  that  the  word  "  person  "  was  not  to  be  extended  so  as  to 
include  a  corporation,  but  that  inasmuch  as  a  company 
consisting  of  seven  persons  could  not  be  qualified,  they  might 
practise  as  a  company  without  a  qualification.  A  more 
ridiculous  construction,  in  his  opinion,  could  not  be  con- 
ceived. (Hear,  hear.)  Proceeding,  the  speaker  said  this 
company-trading  had  beer 

A  BONE  OF  CONTENTION 

for  a  long  time,  and  he  thought  there  was  a  general  feeling 
that  the  question  had  not  been  sufficiently  fooght  out,  and 
that  there  had  been  too  much  waiting  for  events  by  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Their  representa- 
tives should  be  urged  to  take  immediate  action  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  assumption  of  titles  and  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  by  those  who  undoubtedly  had  no  right  to  either. 
(Hear,  hear.)  In  order  to  accomplish  this  object  every 
chemist  and  druggist  in  the  country  should  join  in  providing  a 
fund  for  the  purpose,  and  use  every  legitimate  effort  in  securing 
the  ohject  in  view.  If  that  were  done,  he  had  little  doubt 
that  their  just  claims  would  be  recognised.  If  not,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  they  might  as  well  do  away  with  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  cancel  the  Charter  of  Incorporation, 
for  the  very  reason  that  neither  was  any  protection  to 
those  who  had  spent  their  time  and  money  in  obtaining  a 
title  which  could  be  assumed  by  a  company  of  unqoalified 
traders.  He  saw  from  the  recent  reports  that  the  Council 
were  disposed  to  take  some  action  in  bringing  forward 
some  clause  to  be  introduced  into  the  Companies  Bill.  How- 
ever that  might  be,  he  thought  that  what  he  had  said 
would  only  show  that  they  in  North  Staffordshire  were 


in  earnest  in  what  they  were  about,  and  they  wanted  to  urge 
upon  the  Council  the  necessity  of  introducing  such  a  Bill  as 
would  protect  their  interests  and  prevent  companies  from 
illegally  practising. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Poole  (Newcas tie-under- Lyme)  said  there  was  no  doubt 
that  all  chemists  were  making  up  their  minds  to  work  for 
one  end ;  they  were  determined  not  to  allow  any  tinkering 
withtheir  titles  by  outsiders.  Some  people  seemed  to  suggest 
that  if  they  got  themselves  added  in  a  Companies  Bill  it 
would  look  as  if  they  as  chemists  would  take  the  companies 
under  their  wing,  so  to  speak.  He  thought  they  ought  not 
to  allow  companies  to  pursue  the  practice  of  pharmacy  at 
all.  Not  even  private  companies  should  be  allowed  to 
practise  pharmacy.  Pharmacy  should  be  practised  only  by 
individuals.  It  was  a  scandalous  thing  that  people  should 
be  allowed  to  advertise  as  "cash  chemists"  when  they  were 
only  a  company  of  moneyed  bookkeepers. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones  (Secretary),  in  the  course  of  a  few 
remarks,  said  that  uoless  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  took 
up  these  questions  of  company-trading  and  the  assumption 
of  titles  more  earnestly  than  it  had  done  it  would  find  itself 
in  a  very  dangerous  position.  It  was  evident  and  patent  to 
all  that  the  existence  of  those  companies  was  endangering 
the  very  life  of  pharmacy,  and  that  the  object  of  Parliament 
in  passing  the  Act  of  1868  was  being  completely  nullified  by 
the  toleration  of  company-trading.  He  was  beginning  to 
feel  with  other  members  that  it  was  really  time  that  the 
Council  took  the  bull  by  the  horns  and  substituted  this 
reform  for  educational  work — at  least,  for  a  time.  It  was 
all  right  to  cany  education  to  a  certain  point,  but  in  the 
present  state  of  things  they  were  very  much  disappointed 
and  discouraged  that  there  was  so  much  education  and 
increased  difficulties  in  the  matter  of  examinations,  and  so 
little  attention  given  to  matters  which  really  affected  their 
very  existence,  upon  which  they  weie  dependent  for  their 
bread  and  chtese.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  President  then  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  carried  unanimously  : — 

That  this  Association  protests  against  the  combination  of  un- 
qualified persons  to  usurp  the  rights  of  qualified  persons  by  means 
of  the  evasive  procedure  of  signing  a  memorandum  of  association 
under  the  Companies  Act,  and  urges  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  promote  such  legal  action  as  will  prohibit  absolutely  the 
practice  of  pharmacy  by  associations  of  unqualified  persons,  as 
well  as  the  assumption  of  titles  by  such  associations. 

A  question  of  supporting  the  Society  in  a  practical  form 
was  talked  over,  Mr.  Blades  subsequently  moving  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  carried  unanimously  : — 

That  this  Association  is  most  anxious  to  render  every  assistance 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  such  legal  action  as  it  may 
think  fit  in  the  interests  of  the  chemists,  and  suggests  that  a  fund 
be  established  towards  which  every  chemist  be  invited  to  sub- 
scribe. 


Glasgow  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  in  the  Masonic 
Chambers.  Glasgow,  on  Friday,  October  13,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Gilmour  in  the  chair,  the  members  (who  were  present  in 
large  numbers)  had  the  opportunity  of  hearing  all  about 

Pharmaceutical  Privileges 

from  that  past- master  in  speech  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill, 
of  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Hill  spoke  to  the  members  in  conversa- 
tional style,  and  extempore.  He  began  by  referring  to  the 
evolution  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  from  the  priesthood, 
quickly  glancing  over  space  and  time  until  he  reached  that 
momentous  year  1842,  when  pharmacy  as  an  independent 
profession  in  Great  Britain  was  born  and  christened  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  Pharmacy  Acts  1852,  1868, 
and  1898  embody  other  stages  in  the  evolutionary  process, 
and  therein  are  embodied  the  pharmaceutical  privileges. 
What  are  tbese  1    We  quote  Mr.  Hill's  replies  : — 

Becogxition  by  the  State. — The  greatest  and  most  valuable 
achievement  of  the  wise  and  far-seeing  men  who  led  the  phar- 
macists in  the  early  years  of  this  century. 

State  Protection. — Only  those  qualified  to  discharge  the 
special  function  of  the  pharmacist  are  to  be  allowed  to  call  them- 
selves by  a  name  which  certifies  their  fitness.  This  protection  is 
real  and  effective,  but  by  no  means  perfect.    There  can  be  no 
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State  protection  of  prices,  but  there  ought  to  be  the  most  perfect 
possible  protection  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  the  interest  of 
public  welfare  and  safety.  In  this  direction  there  is  room  for 
improvement,  and  at  the  ieast  there  should  be  the  absolute  pro- 
hibition of  the  use  of  any  word  implying  personal  fitness  by  any 
individual  not  duly  certified  or  by  any  association,  for  no  associa- 
tion can  possess  personal  fitness. 

State  Endowment  — The  examination-fees  are  a  compulsory 
tax  imposed,  not  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  by  the 
State.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  these  fees  are  merely 
intended  to  cover  the  cost  of  examination  and  registration.  The 
charter  makes  it  perfectly  clear  that  the  State  empowers  the 
Society  to  apply  these  fees  in  the  promotion  of  the  objects  of  the 
Society— that  is,  to  the  advancement  of  pharmacy.  So  also  with 
Pharmacy  Act  penalties. 

Pharmacy  is  a  Referee  in  the  construction  of  the  national 
Pharmacopoeia.  This  recognition  is  not  yet  placed  on  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  basis,  but  things  are  moving  in  the  right  direction, 
and  the  position  already  attained  makes  the  ultimate  full  recog- 
nition a  practical  certainty. 

Consultants  to  the  Imperial  Government  in  regard  to  poison 
or  pharmacy  regulations  affecting  various  parts  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Hill  next  considered  the  functions  of  the  individual 
pharmacist.  What  is  a  pharmacist?  Tbe  title  is  a  term 
considered  to  be  strictly  applicable  to  the  pharmaceutical 
chemist.  In  using  the  word  in  the  wider  sense,  Mr.  Hill 
said  he  had  the  letter  of  the  law  against  him  There  is  a 
very  curious  anomaly  in  the  1868  Pharmacy  Act  in  this  con- 
nection. Clause  1  of  the  Act  gives  every  registered  chemist 
and  druggist  permission  to  use  the  title  "  pharmacist,"  but 
Clause  16,  which  is  merely  meant  to  provide  penalties  for 
infringements  of  Clause  1,  takes  away  this  permission,  and 
restricts  the  use  of  the  title  to  those  who  have  passed  the 
Major  examination.  SeeiDg  that  Clause  1  is  the  enacting 
clause,  and  Clau  <e  16  only  the  penal  clause  of  tbe  Act,  it  is 
difficult  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  the  original  intention 
of  the  Act  was  to  confer  the  title  "pharmacist"  on  every 
registered  person.  Whatever  may  be  the  law,  in  common 
language  the  title  is  now  constantly  and  univeisally  applied 
to  all  qualified  practitioners  of  pharmacy.  Mr.  Hill  then 
proceeded  to  describe  pharmacists'  functions,  and  we 
abstract  his  thoughts  in  this  direction  : — 

As  "ye  Physician's  Cook"  his  duty  is  to  carry  out  with  abso- 
lute fidelity  the  instructions  of  the  prescriber— a  position  of  great 
responsibility  and  honour,  and  recent  advances  in  medical  science 
have  added  to  its  importance  and  difficulty.  He  is  more  and 
more  called  upon  to  show  the  prescriber  how  the  appropriate 
remedies  may  best  be  turned  to  account  in  the  treatment  of 
disease. 

As  a  Check  on  the  Work  of  the  Prescriber  the  dis- 
penser is  of  so  much  consequence  to  the  public  safety  that 
except  in  very  exceptional  circumstances  no  prescriber  should  be 
permitted  to  dispense  his  own  medicines.  Safety  should  be 
assured  by  the  intervention  of  an  independent  and  responsible 
dispenser,  fully  qualified  for  such  a  position. 

The  Pharmacist  is  a  Professional  Man. — If  we  had  a 
compulsory  curriculum  of  study  this  position  would  be  made 
clearer,  though  not  actually  perhaps  more  real.  Pharmacy  itself, 
as  now  evolved,  is  a  learned  profession,  and  in  no  sense  a  trade, 
but  the  pharmacist  is  in  most  cases  also  a  commercial  man.  The 
tendency  of  a  curriculum  is  to  draw  away  the  attention  from  the 
importance  and  necessity  for  a  thorough  equipment  in  the  theory 
and  practice  of  commercial  enterprise.  There  is  even  a  tendency 
in  some  quarters  to  despise  and  regard  as  unworthy  and  dis- 
honourable everything  that  savours  of  commerce,  but  a  great 
many  of  the  evils  at  present  acting  prejudicially  on  the  phar- 
macist are  due  to  neglect  of  commercial  principles  and  methods. 

Mr.  Hill  then  spoke  of  the  probable  new  directions  in 
which  pharmacists  may  utilise  their  skill  and  knowledge, 
and  amongst  good  things  available  he  recommended  the 
supply  of  spectacles  and  other  optical  instruments.  The 
spheres  of  the  pharmacist  and  the  optician  ^are  so  close  that 
several  instances  of  opticians  dispensing  prescriptions  for 
eye-drops  as  well  as  spectacles  have  come  under  Mr.  Hill's 
notice,  and  this  is  a  practice  which  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 
It  seems  not  unnatural  that  when  a  physician  writes  a 
prescription  for  an  instrumental  as  well  as  a  medical  remedy 
for  disease,  the  whole  prescription  should  be  dispensed  by 
the  pharmacist.  Many  pharmacists  have  recently  passed  the 
Qualifying  examination  of  the  Company  of  Spectacle-makers. 
Study  for  tbe  Minor  makes  the  examinatioa  comparatively 
easy.  Mr.  Hill  also  recommended  trade  in  photographic  and 
scientific  apparatus.  In  concluding  this  portion  of  his 
address,  Mr.  Hill    emphasised   how   much   the  Pharma- 


ceutical Society  had  done  for  pharmacy  by  stimulating 
education.  This,  he  argued,  had  improved  the  status  of  the 
pharmacist,  and  he  considered  that  it  was  largely  due  to  the 
courage  and  determination  of  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe.  As  to 
the  future  of  tbe  pharmacist,  Mr.  Hill  said  he  possesses  the 
statutory  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  certain  professional 
titles,  and  although  for  the  moment  tbe  arrangement  known 
as  company-pharmacy  appears  to  infringe  this  monopoly,  the 
privilege  is  so  obviously  reasonable,  and  in  the  public 
interest,  that  be  had  little  doubt  the  existing  partial 
defect  will  be  suitably  amended. 

Mr.  Hill  was  thanked  for  his  address. 


Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Association. 

This  Association  opened  on  Tne-dav,  October  17,  at  the 
County  Restaurant,  Bradford,  where  tbe  President  (Mr.  H. 
G.  Rogerson)  delivered  the  presidential  address.  He  said 
that  the  air  was  full  of  rumours  of  impending  changes  in  the 
law  by  which  the  undoubted  and  serious  grievances  of  the 
qualified  chemist  were  to  be  redressed.  Whatever  might  be 
thought  of  the  present  attitude  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who 
bad  originally  startled  them  by  appearing  as  their  champion, 
it  behoved  them  to  maintain  an  attitude  of 

Vigilance  and  Hopefulness. 
The  moment  the  promised  signal  was  given  by  the  Council 
of  the  Society,  preparations  should  be  made  to  circularise 
and  interview  every  member  of  the  popular  Chamber  in 
Parliament.  He  thought  there  was  great  force  in  the  con- 
cluding words  of  a  deliverance  on  the  subject  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Irish  Society :  "Our  licentiates  mutt  bear  in 
mind  that  the  question  is  theirs,  aDd  according  as  they 
interest  and  enlighten  their  representatives  in  Parliament 
will  our  fight  be  made  fasy  or  difficult,  successful  or  un- 
successful." It  bad  been  his  impression  from  the  first  that 
the  issue  depended  absolutely,  not  on  the  championship  of 
any  exalted  State- functionary,  but  on  tbe  manner  in  which 
they  impressed  their  representatives  in  Parliament  with  the 
soundness  and  justice  of  their  cause.  He  thought  the  real 
plan  of  campaign  was  that  from  the  Council  in  London 
should  issue  to  every  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  a 
concisely  worded  and  framed  appeal,  for  the  wording  of 
which  the  Council  might  call  in  the  help  of  well-known  and 
able  literary  men  among  outside  chemists  ;  and  that  appeal 
should  be  followed  in  a  few  days  by  a  brief  circular  from 
each  local  association  to  its  parliamentary  representative, 
pressing  home  the  Council's  appeal,  and  seeking  an  early 
interview  between  the  member  and,  say,  three  of  his 
chemist- constituents.  Care  should  be  taken  to  steer  clear  of 
inviting  the  well-worn  retort  that  they  sought  not  the  public 
weal  but  the  aggrandisement  of  their  craft.  Their  case  so 
palpably  rested  on  a  basis  of  fairness  and  equity,  that 
even  intelligent  citizens,  on  having  tbe  issues  between 
them  and  the  drug-companies  fairly  put  before 
them,  heartily  endorsed  the  views  of  the  chemists. 
Mr.  Rogerson  considered  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  push 
forward  the  doctors'-dispensing  question  at  present.  We 
ought  to  have  the  powerful  support  of  tbe  General  Medical 
Council,  and  should  do  rothing  to  irritate  that  body.  He 
also  referred  to  the  growing  nostrum-evil,  even  in  higher 
circles,  which  was  resulting  in  a  lamentable  decadence  in 
the  art  of  prescribing — this  also  being  due  to  the  light  im- 
portance which  the  medical  examining-bodies  attach  to  the 
arr,  of  pharmacy.  Proceeding  to  offer  suggestions  as  to  the 
difficulties  which  beset 

The  Phaemacist  in  his  Rotjtine-wobk, 

Mr.  Rogerson  said  he  was  unable  to  call  to  mind  any  other 
employment  in  which  the  professional  man  and  the  trades- 
mun  were  so  singularly  and  incongruously  blended.  In  that 
connection  he  held  strongly  that  the  Council  of  their  Society 
had,  through  its  supineness,  allowed  opportuniries  of  better- 
ing the  prestige  of  the  body  which  it  represented  to  pass  by. 
He  thought  a  better  title  would  have  been  of  advantage,  and 
after  elaborating  upon  this  spoke  of  the  stamped-medicine 
evil,  and  how  the  sale  of  "  patents  "  had  encouraged 
ordinary  shopkeepers  to  embark  upon  trade  as  unskilled 
bogus  druggists.  He  considered  that  if  the  chemist  was  to 
make  the  most  of  his  position,  he  must  put  to  practical  uses 
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his  special  skill  and  knowledge.  Oircamstances  not  un- 
frequently  presented  themselves  when  the  chemist,  whatever 
he  thought  of  the  ethics  of  substitution,  must  perforce 
choose  between  acting  as  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  to 
an  unsuspeciing  inquirer  for  a  fraudulent  or  dangerous 
proprietary  and  being  content  to  serve  as  the  mere  passive  tool 
or  automaton  in  the  hands  of  advertisers  whose  audacity  was 
only  equalled  by  their  unprincipled  cunning.  Mr.  Rogerson 
concluded  his  address  with  brief  remarks  on  the  fatality  of 
cutting-prices  for  drugs  and  on  coanter-piescribing,  and  he 
was  thanked. 


Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  session  opened  on  October  11  at  the  Exchange  Rooms, 
Birmingham,  with  an  address  from  the  President,  Mr.  F.  A. 
Spear.  Imeviewing  the  last  session  he  congratulated  the  Asso- 
ciation on  the  woik  done,  bat  regretted  that  the  attendances 
were  so  small — especially  seeing  that  such  men  of  repute  as 
Messrs.  J  Barclay,  F.  H.  Alcock,  J.  Spilsbury,  and  Dancer 
Whittles  had  contributed  interesting  and  valuable  papers.  The 
gentlemen  mentioned,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard, 
had  promised  to  contribute  again  this  session,  and  he  hoped 
the  members  would  show  more  enthusiasm.  The  social 
evenings  were  a  great  success  and  highly  appreciated 
by  good  audiences.  In  mentioning  the  items  on  the  present 
session's  programme,  the  President  drew  attention  to  the 
prizes  offered  for  the  best  original  papers  on  interesting 
pharmaceutical  subjects.  An  enjoyable  musical  evening 
followed,  to  which  Messrs.  White,  Foster,  Holland,  Macgregor 
and  Oolley  contributed. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

The  session  of  this  Society's  school  of  pharmacy  (now 
affiliated  to  Sheffield  University  College)  was  opened  on 
October  19,  Mr.  G.  Squire  presiding.  The  successful  students 
of  the  past  session  were  presented  with  their  awards  as 
follows  :— Chemistry :  1,  T.  T.  Cocking  ;  2,  A.  Yates.  Botany  : 
1,  W.  Cooper ;  2,  A.  A.  Watts.  Materia  medica :  1,  T.  T. 
Cocking ;  2,  Harold  Williams. 

The  Chairman,  on  making  the  presentations,  stated  that 
before  list  session  the  Society  carried  on  the  classes  with 
their  own  masters,  but  the  arrangement  was  not  satisfactory, 
and  the  affiliation  scheme  they  regarded  as  an  ideal  one.  |  Some 
change  had  also  been  made  in  the  plan  for  awarding  prizes. 
Previously  the  Society  held  its  own  examinations,  but  on 
the  last  occasion  the  examination  was  conducted  by  College 
officials. 

Professor  Hicks,  of  the  University  College,  then  delivered 

The  Address  to  Students. 

Dr.  Hicks,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  that  the  im- 
provement of  pharmacy  and  the  technical  education  of  its 
members  were  of  the  highest  interest  to  the  public.  He 
referred  to  the  time  when  there  were  local  craft  guilds,  and 
how  now,  after  a  period  of  abeyance,  we  seem  to  be  ap- 
proaching the  creation  of  a  species  of  national  guilds.  The 
evolution  of  guilds  was  lightly  touched  upon,  Professor  Hicks 
referring  to  pharmacy's  evolution  from  its  savage  and  priest- 
hood  stages.  "  It  is  only  lately,"  headded,  "  after  a  long  evolu- 
tion, that  medicine  has  been  divided  into  those  whose  care  is 
the  spiritual  side  of  the  man's  nature  and  those  whose  func- 
tions it  is  to  care  for  the  body.  The  former  also  grows,  gets 
more  complex,  and  divides.  We  can  trace  this  by  legisla- 
tion in  our  own  country.  The  College  of  Physicians  was 
founded  in  1518,  and  that  of  the  Barber-Surgeons  in  1540. 
Physicians  prescribed ;  apothecaries  sold  drugs  and  also 
prescribed ;  grocers  also  sold  drugs.  In  1543  an  Act  was 
passed  to  protect  apothecaries  against  their  rivals,  the 
physicians  and  surgeons.  About  sixty  years  later  they  were 
incorporated  with  the  grocers,  but  shortly  afterwards  were 
separately  incorporated,  and  no  grocer  was  allowed  to  keep 
an  apothecary's  shop.  A  century  later  the  Apothecaries' 
Company  were  empowered  to  enter  any  apothecary's  shop  in 
London  and  destroy  drugs  unfit  for  use.  There  has  been  a 
gradual  separation  of  function  here  also,  and  I  suppose  there 
are  now  very  few,  if  any,  true  apothecaries  in  England — 
that  is,  persons  who  not  only  prescribe  and  dispense  their 
own  medicines,  but  also  dispense  on  the  prescription  of 


others.  Those  who  dispense  their  own  medicines  are  de- 
creasing in  number,  and  the  distinction  between  prescribing 
and  dispensing  is  becoming  every  day  more  denned." 

With  such  reminiscences  as  these  Professor  Hicks  ad- 
vanced towards  the  foundation  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  whose  work  since  its  foundation  he 
commended  ;  then  he  touched  upon  the  arrangement  made 
between  the  Sheffield  Society  and  the  University  College 
for  a  three  years'  course  of  instruction  for  the  Minor  exami- 
nation. After  giving  an  outline  of  the  course,  Dr.  Hicks 
said  that  the  scheme  is  confessedly  a  (compromise  between 
what  is  desirable  and  what  is  possible,  as  in  the  case  of 
students  of  pharmacy  they  could  not  ensure  continuous 
study,  and  the  classes  were  to  be  held  in  the  evening.  The 
disadvantages  and  difficulties  connected  with  evening  study 
are  obvious,  he  said.  Students  brought  jaded  minds  to  their 
work  and  bodies  tired  by  the  day's  business,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  concentrating  the  mind  and  keeping  interest  in  the 
work  was  great.  Therefore  he  urged  the  students  to 
organise  their  working-time  and  set  apart  certain  hours 
with  which  they  would  allow  nothing  to  interfere.  He  also 
appealed  to  them  to  give  time  to  recreation,  and  suggested 
that  the  Society's  course  of  three  years  should  be  followed 
by  at  least  a  three  months'  course,  altogether  free  from 
business,  in  laboratory  work,  before  entering  for  the  Minor 
examinations. 

Dr.  Hicks  was  thanked  for  his  paper,  on  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Pater. 
Subsequently  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  was  held  at 
the  Wharncliffe  Hotel. 


Sunderland  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
October  12  in  the  Grand  Hotel,  Bridge  Street.  The  Presi- 
dent (Councillor  Thompson)  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  G.  P. 
Fairman  occupied  the  vice-chair.  There  were  also  present : 
Messrs.  Alderman  Harrison,  C.  Rankin,  J.  Mitchinson,  R. 
Robinson,  M.  J.  Todd,  H.  J.  Turnbull,  jun.,  E.  R.  Cherrett, 
K.  G.  Robson,  A.  W.  Golightly,  T.  Walton,  and  the  Secretary 
(R.  H.  Bell). 

The  Treasurer  having  reported  a  most  satisfactory  state 
of  finance, 

The  Secretary  read  a  recommendation  from  the 
committee  that  all  mineral  acids  and  caustic  poisons  be 
sold  only  in  poison- bottles. 

Alderman  Harrison  said  the  committee  thought  it 
would  be  a  farther  protection  to  the  public  if  chemists 
themselves  would  undertake  to  comply  with  the  recom- 
mendation. 

The  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  to 
see  if  all  the  chemists  of  the  town  would  agree. 

Ships'  Medicine- chests. 
It  was  also  decided  to  write  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  asking 
that  they  take  steps  to  see  that  all  ships  going  to  sea  be 
properly  fitted  out  with  medicines  according  to  the  regula- 
tion of  the  Board,  and  suggesting  that  inspectors  be 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  work ;  also  that  such  inspectors 
should  be  competent  men  and  qualified  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act. 

Mr.  Walton  said  he  was  very  glad  that  the  Association 
had  taken  this  matter  up,  as  the  condition  in  which  some 
ships  went  to  sea  was  shameful.  In  one  case  he  knew  of, 
the  chest  was  used  for  the  captain's  clothes,  with  only  one 
or  two  bottles  at  the  bottom. 

Alderman  Harrison  said  it  was  very  desirable  that  all 
ships  going  to  sea  should  carry  medicines  according  to  the 
scale  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Medicines  were  as  necessary  as 
life- buoys,  and  some  supervision  ought  to  be  exercised. 

New  Officers. 
Mr.  G.  R.  Fairman  was  elected  President,  Mr.  Walton 
Vice-President,  Mr.  J.  Mitchinson    re-elected  Treasurer, 
and  Mr.  R.  H.  Bell  Secretary.    Votes  of  thanks  to  the 
retiring  officers  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Union. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  October  18,  and 
Mr.  E.  Whineray  was  re-elected  Chairman,  Messrs.  Pickering 
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(Marylebone)  and  Softley  (Bath)  Vice-Chairmen,  Messrs. 
K.  E.  Wright  and  R.  T.  Brammall  Secretaries,  and  Mr.  H. 
Brook  CI  egg  Treasurer. 

Several  pitrocs  and  new  members  were  announced. 

The  session  will  open  on  October  24  with  a  "  smoker  "  at 
the  Horseshoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  over  which 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  will  preside,  and  the  vice-chair  will  be 
occupied  by  a  gentleman  well  known  in  pharmaceutical 
circles.  The  entertainment  promises  to  be  of  first-rate 
quality,  and  a  large  turnout  of  chemists'  assistants  is 
looked  for. 


Burnley  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  committee  of  this  Association  held  a  meeting  on 
October  17,  Mr.  J.  A.  Heaton  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Heaton, 
referring  to  a  letter  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  with 
respect  to  the  appointment  of  local  secretaries,  mentioned 
that  Mr.  B.  Cowgill  had  been  asked  to  again  act  as  local 
secretary,  but  had  refused.  Mr.  Brown,  who  was  then  sug- 
gested, likewise  declined,  and  Mr.  Heaton  was  ultimately 
decided  upon. 

The  following  resolution  with  regard  to  company  trading 
was  then  adopted  : — 

That  this  Association  notice  that  the  Council  intend  to  take 
action  to  combat  the  pernicious  Bill  now  before  Parliament  with 
respect  to  company  pharmacy,  and  to  introduce  a  clause  into  the 
Bill  when  it  is  presented  to  Imperial  Parliament,  and  they  trust 
that  the  clause  will  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  meet  with  the 
approval  and  support  of  the  Association. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  London  Association  was  held 
at  the  Westbourne  Restaurant  on  October  18.  Mr.  J.  F. 
Harrington  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  very  good 
attendance  of  members.  The  first  business  was  the  election 
of  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  (the  new  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council)  and  Mr.  Pelham  C.  Young  as  members  of 
the  Association.  The  Treasurer's  report  was  very  satisfac- 
tory, showing  a  record  subscription-list  of  123  members. 
The  balance  in  band  was  21  8s.  bd.,  and  in  regard  to  this  the 
Chairman  remarked  that  if  they  paid  expenses  and  kept  out 
of  debt  that  was  really  all  they  wished  to  do — (hear,  hear) — 
and  the  report  was  passed. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  elected : — Vice- 
President  Mr.  Worsley;  committee,  Messrs.  Andrews, 
Bowen,  Cracknel),  Gulliver.  Harrington,  Hyslop,  Mathews, 
Martindale,  Parker,  Philip  Philips,  Smith,  Taplin,  Warren 

Mr.  Marsh  proposed  that  at  the  annual  dinner  in  1900 
ladies  should  be  admitted.  Two  years  ago  he  had  thrown 
out  the  suggestion,  but  at  that  time  it  had  met  with  some 
amount  of  ridicule ;  the  proposal  had  now  obtained  a 
certain  amount  of  favour.  Next  year  would  be  a  pharma- 
ceutical year  because  of  the  Conference.  Mr.  R.  A.  Robin- 
son asked,  amidst  laughter,  if  they  should  be  admitted 
at  half-price,  and,  if  one  had  no  lady  relative, 
oould  one  bring  any  lady  ?  The  discussion  was 
hardly  treated  seriously  until  Mr.  Martindale  said,  to 
reduce  the  matter  to  earnestness,  he  thought  they  would 
have  some  difficulty  about  getting  a  room  sufficiently  large. 
Dinners  at  which  ladies  were  present  were  comparatively 
few,  and  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  they  should  break 
through  their  rule.  The  Chairman,  Mr.  Cracknell,  and 
Mr.  Warren  added  to  the  discussion,  which  lapsed  into 
conversation,  and  Mr.  Mather  proposed  to  refer  the  matter 
to  the  committee,  but  on  being  put  to  the  vote  this  amend- 
ment was  defeated.  The  original  motion  was  then  put,  and 
as  only  four  were  in  favour  of  ladies  being  admitted  to  the 
dinner  the  proposal  fell  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  Cracknell,  in  reply  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Taplin,  said 
they  were  making  every  endeavour  to  get  a  better  and  more 
central  room  for  their  meetings  and  smoking-concert  in 
January,  and  he  hoped  shortly  to  be  able  to  settle  the  matter. 
The  rest  of  the  evening  was  given  up  to  Nicotiana,  &c. 


In  our  telegraphic  report  of  last  week's  meeting  of  the 
Newcastle  Association  the  wires  turned  forty-eight  paid 
member*  into  the  ranks  of  the  "  unpaid."  The  new  Treasurer 
is  Mr.  Wm.  Kerse. 


©ur  Zom\  traveller. 


CHRISTMAS  goods  are  again  my  theme.  1  have  not  yet 
got  away  from  the  perfumery  section,  for,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  is  little  else  in  the  Christmas-present  line  that 
the  chemist  can  handle,  except  it  be 

Christmas-soaps. 

Oi  these  a  good  selection  is  now  offered  by  Messrs.  Edward 
Cook  &  Co.,  the  soap-specialists,  Bow,  E.,  who  are  remark- 
ably clever  in  making  soap  seasonably  attractive.  I  may 
note,  to  begin  with,  three  Japanese  rush-baskets  of  excep- 
tionally pretty  design ;  one  is  oblong  and  suitable  to  use 
as  a  glove-box  when  empty,  and  contains  five  tablets  of 
"  Atalanta "  soap  embedded  in  prettily-tinted  shredded 
paper.  The  exterior  of  this  basket  is  painted  with  a 
Japanese  design,  and  it  sells  to  the  retailer  at  19s.  per  dozen 
net.  There  should  not  be  the  slightest  difficulty  in  getting 
2s.  6d.  a  basket  for  it.  Another  basket  is  square,  and  costs 
17s.  per  dozen  net.  It  contains  six  tablets  of  soap.  The  third 
contains  an  individual  tablet.  It  is  a  pretty  little  basket 
such  as  chocolates  are  sometimes  sold  in,  and  Messrs.  Cook 
sell  it  at  2s.  9d.  per  dozen.  Japanese  boxes  are  also  offered. 
I  noted  handkerchief-boxes  containing  four  medallion 
tablets  of  "  Old  English  Rose  "  soap,  the  price  being  12s.  per 
dozen,  while  the  glove-box  at  the  same  price  contains  five 
tablets  of  "  Floral"  soap.  Turning  to  the  ordinary  soaps,  one 
that  strikes  me  most  as  being  a  line  which  is  likely  to  sell  all 
the  year  round  is  a  leatherette  oblong  entitled  "  The  Lady's 
Aid  to  Beauty."  The  contents  of  this  are  a  cake  of  camphor, 
rosemary  and  borax  soap  for  the  hair,  one  of  palm-  oil  and 
glycerin  soap  for  chapped  hands,  and  cold-cream  and 
oatmeal  soap  for  the  complexion.  Again,  there  is  a  card- 
board box  of  three  "  Club "  brown  Windsor  soaps,  and 
a  third  of  cold-cream  and  oatmeal  soap,  while  for 
those  who  want  a  big  lot  for  their  money  there  is  the 
"  Frontier  "  box  of  one  dozen  tablets  costing  the  retailer 
9d  a  box.  I  also  notice  that  the  firm  have  boxes  for 
children,  and  a  taking  line  for  gentlemen,  who  are  rarely 
considered  in  the  soap-question.  The  latter  box  contains  a 
cake  of  "Club  "brown  Windsor,  one  of  "  Cambath,"  and 
a  "Star"  shaving-cake.  From  these  examples  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  is  a  good  opportunity  of  making  a  fine 
display  of  eoaps  for  Christmas  week,  and  I  would  recom- 
mend the  trade  to  write  to  Messrs.  Cook  at  the  above 
address  for  theiv  Christmas  and  New  Year  price-list,  or 
perhaps  they  could  not  do  better  than  make  up  a  sample 
order  of  the  lines  mentioned. 
In  the  showrooms  of 

Lynch  &  Co.  (Limited) 

I  saw  a  fine  collection  of  manicure-seta.  One  elaborate  case 
in  green  plush  had  eleven  nickel-plated  pieces,  surely 
enough  to  satisfy  the  most  conscientious  manicurist.  Per- 
fume-sprays were  redundant  here,  every  conceivable 
shape  and  colour  being  represented  One  peculiar- 
looking  squat  spray  had  four  dents,  which  gave  it  the 
shape  of  a  squashed  tomato.  The  colour- scheme 
in  this  article  was  green  and  gold,  and  the  decorations 
lily  of  the  valley  in  white  and  gold  enamel.  Papier- 
mache  goods  were  much  in  evidence.  These  included  boxes 
for  brushes,  gloves,  or  puffs,  and  all  were  prettily  decorated 
The  brush-boxes  had  an  iris-painted  top,  and  a  black- 
enamelled  puff-box  was  delicately  inlaid  on  the  top  and 
round  the  sides  with  mother- o'- pearl.  Cut-glass  and  china 
toilet-sets  and  tantalus-frames  with  handsome  cut-glass 
bottles  enclosed  were  impressed  upon  me  as  lines  which 
chemists  might  make  more  of  than  they  do  with  no  loss  to 
their  dignity.  Here  also  was  a  recherche  line  in  shaving- 
mugs.  They  are  made  of  English  china  and  illuminated 
with  bandpainted  Shakespearian  subjects.  Another  sweet 
thing  was  a  heart-shaped  smelling-bottle,  with  a  diamond 
star  delicately  cut  in  the  centre,  the  whole  being  enclosed  in 
a  leatherette  case  lined  with  violet  velvet.  Many  exquisitely 
cut  glass  perfume-bottles  are  also  exhibited  at  these  Alders- 
gate  Street  showrooms. 

Behind  the  Manchester  Hotel  in  Aldersgate  Street  I 
found 
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Jules  Vigo  &  Co. 

busily  preparing  for  the  Christmas  fray.  The  staples  which 
have  made  this  frm's  reputation — "  Highland  Heather,"  "Li 
Hoy,  Violette  des  Alpes,"  and  the  toilet-specialities  in 
collapsible  tubes — were  still  to  the  fore  in  improved  styles, 
and  the  Geisha  girl  beamed  under  a  capacious  umbrella  on 
all  and  sundry.  This  lady,  who  gives  her  name  aid  presence 
to  the  "Geisba  "  series  of  perfumes,  is,  I  was  told,  incapable 
of  improvement.    The  " Geisba"  series  can  be  obtained  at 


prices  according  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  perfumes 
used.  The  "Floral"  series,  illustrated  above  in  flowered- 
paper  covered  cases,  and  a  sprig  of  the  repre-scented  flower 
tied  round  the  neck  of  each  bottle,  also  looks  pretty,  and  is 
cheap.  In  the  "  Japanese  "  series  new  midget  tantalus  cut- 
glass  bottles  have  been  introduced.  Another  good  thing  is 
the  "  Japanese  "  cushion  sachets.  These  are  novel  in  shape 
and  size.  Besides  these  things  I  saw  specimens  of  goods 
more  common  in  distiibution  so  far  as  the  City  showrooms 
are  concerned. 

F.  SCHUTZE  &  CO. 

introduced  me  at  89  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  to  a  marvellous 
variety  of  new  things  in  perfumes  and  toilet-articles.  Casket- 
perfumes  s  eem  to  be  coming  more  and  more  the  rage.  An 
attractive  article  of  that  kind  in  cardinal  plush,  with  an 
enamel  shamrock  in  the  centre,  is  likely — at  least,  I  hope  so 
— to  prove  an  appropriate  present  one  of  these  days,  and  our 

brother- pharmacists  in 
the  Sister  Isle  have 
laid  in  stocks  of  it. 
The  majority  of  Messrs. 
Schutze's  caskets  are 
now  made  with  a 
spring-back,  which  is 
an  excellent  substitute 
for  the  old  unwieldy 
hinge.  Utilitarian 
ideas  are  also  incorpo- 
rated in  some  cases — 
e.g.,  the  frame  in 
which  the  perfume- 
bottles  repose  may  be 
taken  out.  and  the 
casket  used  as  a  jewel- 
case  for  the  dressing- 
table.  A  delightful 
old-fashioned  creation 
in  cieam  leatherette 
fascinated  me.  The 
surface  had  well-exe- 
cuted figures  of  beaux 
and  belles  of  the  last 
century  pirouetting  on 
the  top,  and  the  edge 
was  finished  in  white 
satin,  the  linings  be- 
ing cream  and  orange. 
The  majority  of  these 
caskets  contain  three  bottles,  others  two  and  one. 
The  single-bottle  cases  are  covered  with  Japanese  paper, 
and  are  very  pretty.    A  peculiar  bucket- shaped  affair  con- 


taining a  nice  bottle  of  perfume  would  suit  many.  For 
high-toned  businesses  a  large  leatherette  cabinet  in  green 
and  gold  is  advised.  This  contains  three  finely-cut  bottles, 
filled  with  excellent  perfume.  I  heard  during  my  visit  that 
Schutze's  new  perfume,  "  Red  Rose,"  is  in  great  demand. 
The  bottles  are  capped  with  silk,  and  a  crescent  stopper  adds 
to  their  attractive  appearance.  The  firm  give  a  red-rose 
window-display  commensurate  with  the  order.  Japanese 
perfumes  still  hold  their  ground.  These  are  put  up  in  fancy 
boxes,  and  are  sent  out  with  Japanese  fixings — snakes, 
screens,  and  rice  curtains.  I  noticed  also  a  neat  thing  in 
poudre  de  riz,  put  up  in  rose-coloured  celluloid  boxes,  with 
mirror  inside  the  lid.  The  box  has  a  'cute  arrangement  for 
discharging  a  small  quanity  of  powder  on  to  a  piece  of 
chamois  leather,  by  which  it  is  applied  to  the  face.  It  is  a 
useful  thiDg  for  a  lady.  Messrs.  Schutze  are  showing  their 
goods  at  the  City  Hotel,  Manchester,  until  October  20. 

H.  GlLBEETSON  &  SONS  (LIMITED) 

are  also  strong  in  perfume- caskets.  One  very  pretty  casket 
was  mauve  colour,  lined  with  salmon-pink,  and  the  silk  top 
bore  hand-painted  pictures  of  various  domestic  scenes,  sea 
views,  and  landscapes.  There  were  many  other  varieties  in 
plush,  and  a  horseshoe-shaped  cabinet  with  a  bottle  fixed 
inside  seemed  novel.  The  manager  also  showed  a  special 
oval-shaped  perfume-bottle,  decorated  with  cut-glass  fern- 


sprays,  rising  from  each  side  of  the  bottle.  Another  pretty 
bottle,  partly  cut,  is  used  for  perfumes  of  various  kinds, 
and  the  finish  seemed  to  make  this  line  show  prettily  on 
glass  shelves.  Still  another  novelty  I  saw  in  the  shape  of  a 
sentry-box,  containing  a  bottle  standing  soldier-like  on 
guard.  Other  noticeable  caskets  were  in  black  and  white 
enamel,  with  gilt  decorations.  Messrs.  Gilbertson  always 
have  a  good  show  of  English  cut-glass  bottles  and  sprays, 
and  the  exhibit  seems  to  be  better  than  usual  just  now. 

Belts  and  Bandages. 

To  finish  up  this  journey  I  went  to  456  Strand,  W.C.,  at 
the  request  of  the  Domen  Belts  Company,  to  see  some  new 
things  in  surgical  appliances.  In  answer  to  my  inquiries, 
the  manager  told  me  that  chemists  are  taking  up  the  sale  of 
the  company's  belts  very  well,  and  he  thought  that  when  it 
was  better  realised  what  an  easy  and  profitable  branch  of 
business  this  is  many  more  would  take  it  up.  A  difficulty 
chemists  sometimes  find  in  the  sale  of  abdominal  belts 
is  to  know  what  measurements  the  customer  should 
be  directed  to  take.  This  uncertainty  is  done  away 
with  by  the  exact  directions  given  in  the  Domen  booklet. 
The  only  measurement  required  in  ordinary  cases  is  the 
circumference  of  the  abdomen  at  the  umbilicus,  and  from 
this  the  chemist  deduces  the  size  of  the  belt  necessary.  In 
the)  case  of  belts  for  floating  kidney  it  is  necessary  to  indicate 
the  position  of  the  displacement.  The  manager  showed  me 
the  belt-corset,  which  is  a  combination  of  obvious  advantages 
in  many  cases.  The  six  different  forms  of  belts  and  belt- 
corsets  made  by  the  company  are  stocked  in  every  size  from 
24  inches  to  50  inches,  and  customers  get  their  orders  filled 
promptly,  as  I  judged  with  my  own  eyes.  I  also  examined 
the  Domen  stoop-cure,  which  is  one  of  the  cleverest  stoop- 
preventers  I  have  ever  seen,  and  not  expensive  either.  The 
Domen  Belt  Company  are  also  makers  of  suspensory  bandages, 
and  when  they  introduced  the  excellent  "  Stowaway  "  suspen- 
sory it  was  fully  referred  to  in  the  C.  4"  arid  1  need  only 
say  in  regard  to  it  now  that,  besides  cotton  and  silk,  the 
bandage  is  supplied  in  Jaeger  material,  which  is  ideal  for 
the  purpose,  especially  for  winter  wear. 
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©Nervations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xeaysbb. 


A  Company  Allegory. — I  met  a  member  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  a  few  days  ago,  and  found  him  quite  hurt 
because  I  was  not  bursting  with  enthusiasm  and  gratitude 
for  the  resolution  which  the  Council  had  come  to  at  its  last 
meeting  to  draft  a  clause  for  insertion  in  the  Companies  Bill 
if  it  should  be  brought  forward  next  year.  My  friend  (if 
I  may  venture  to  call  him  so)  seemed  to  think  that,  his 
Council  having  bestirred  itself  to  this  extent,  the  contest  was 
as  good  as  over.  I  dared  to  remark  that  there  were  still  a 
few  formalities  to  be  fulfilled  before  the  walls  of  the  company 
Jericho  should  fall,  and  I  also  hinted  that  the  clause  was 
already  six  months  late,  and  was  not  hatched  even  yet.  My 
friend  said  there  was  no  satisfying  some  people,  and  went  off 
in  a  huff.  I  called  him  back  to  tell  him  about  an  impecunious 
friend  of  mine  who,  after  much  pressure  by  one  of  his 
creditors,  consented  at  last  to  accept  a  bill  for  the  amount 
he  owed,  though  he  had  always,  he  said,  a  rooted  objection  to 
bills.  But  having  signed  it,  he  told  me,  he  felt  much 
relieved.  That  account  had  worried  him  a  good  deal,  and 
he  was  very  glad  it  was  settled. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Glorious  Grocers.— It  is  well  to  have  a  fairly 
good  conceit  of  oneself,  but  there  should  be  some  sense  of  pro- 
portion. What  can  be  said  of  this  exordium  to  an  address  to  the 
Hull  Provision-dealers'  and  Grocers'  Association,  by  a  Mr.  C.  E- 
Lewis,  printed  in  the  Grocer  1  "  The  grocers,  as  a  body,"  said  Mr  • 
Lewis,  "may  honestly  claim  to  have  done  more  to  establish 
the  glory  and  wealth  of  Great  Britain,  and  probably  of  the 
world,  than  any  other  fraternity.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  other 
class  of  business- men  contributes  as  much  towards  the  enjoy- 
ment and  welfare  of  mankind  as  the  grocer  or  provision- 
dealer."  This  is  pretty  tall,  and  the  claim  seems  to  be  based 
entirely  on  the  fact  that  the  grocers  sell  nice  things  to  eat. 
If  that  is  the  standard  of  measurement  it  is  evident  that 
chemists  and  druggists  must  be  very  low  down  in  the 
fraternities  indeed. 

#  *  *  * 

Among  the  Pioneers  of  quack  advertising  may  be 
reckoned,  it  appears,  his  Sacred  Majesty  King  Charles  II. 
In  an  article  entitled  "History  in  Advertisements,"  in  the 
October  number  of  the  fortnightly  Review,  Mr.  Andrew  Reid 
reproduces  the  following  announcement  from  the  Public 
Intelligencer,  one  of  the  earliest  of  London  newspapers  : — 

Whitehall,  May  14,  1664.— His  Sacred  Majesty  having  declared 
it  to  be  his  Royal  Will  and  purpose  to  continue  the  healing  of  his 
people  for  the  Evil  during  the  month  of  May,  and  then  to  give 
over  till  Michaelmas  next,  I  am  commanded  to  give  notice  thereof 
that  the  people  may  not  come  up  to  Town  in  the  Interim  and  lose 
their  labour. 

The  "  crowned  humbug,"  as  Mr.  Reid  disrespectfully  de- 
scribes the  advertising  monarch,  did  not  draw  any  direct 
income  from  his  medical  practice.  On  the  contrary,  he 
actually  bestowed  a  golden  coin  on  each  of  his  patients 
along  with  his  healing-virtue.  But  Mr.  Reid  insists  that  he 
had  an  axe  to  grind,  nevertheless.  He  knew  very  well,  he 
says,  that  the  popular  deception  stimulated  the  growth  of 
that  "  divinity  which  doth  hedge  a  King  "  The  only  other 
medical  advertisements  quoted  in  the  article  are  one  by  Mr. 
Theophilus  Buckworth,  of  Mile  End  Green— in  reference  to 
his  "  famous  Lozenges  or  Pectorals,"  for  the  cure  of  various 
complaints,  from  a  cold  to  the  Plague— from  the  Mercurius 
PoUtiom  of  November  16,  1660,  and  another  from  the 
Intelligencer  of  October  16,  1664,  in  which  another  Buck- 


worth  puffs  his  "small  Bagges  to  hang  about  Children's 
necks,  which  are  excellent  both  for  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  the  Rickets,  and  to  ease  children  in  breeding  of  Teeth. 
These  "  bagges  "  were  sold  at  5s.  each. 


Bits  from  the  Banquet. 


Those  of  us  who,  unfortunately,  remember  the  state  of  London 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago  will  remember  that  the  great  part 
of  the  business  of  the  city  was  conducted  in  dingy,  dirty 
offices,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of  pride  to  have  them  dingy 
and  dirty.  Cobwebs  on  the  windows  and  the  accumulated 
dirt  of  years  on  the  ceilings  and  the  desks  was  the  proper 
associate  and  the  recognised  stamp  of  wealth  and  sub- 
stantiality. 


Men  who  had  a  clean  office,  not  to  say  a  luxurious  one,  were 
looked  upon  with  some  amount  of  suspicion.  It  is  a  common 
thing  to  have  a  Turkey  carpet  now,  and  I  know  one  or  two 
offices  where  there  are  sofas  in  them. — Mr.  Wootton  at  tlir 
Hnfrl  Mrtropnle.    (G.  <{■  P.,  October  14,  page  634.) 

C 


674 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  21,  1899 


$   "SANITAS"  ^ 

EMBROCATION 

In  bottles  to  retail  at 

8d.,    1/-,    and  2/6. 

'*  SANITAS" 

AND  OTHBK 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES.(Kingzett'8  Patents 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED   PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett's  Patent). 
MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c,  &c. 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YOKE. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 


BY  ROYAL 
WARRANT  OF 


APPOINTMENT 


TO  HER 


,  THE  QUEEN. 

TABLE  WATERS 

ARDWICK  GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


§.  MUMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD.    LONDON,  E.C.  


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

17/  cwtj 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

IS/  Owt 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

15/  cwt.l 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALH 

25/  cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA! 

15/  cwt 

No.  2  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21  /  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/cft. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE    EARTH  " 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/  cwt. 

Finest 
TART  ACID 

Lows  t.  Cur. 
Prices  | 

Finest  Pure 
TOIL  FT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/1Q,?i 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

/gib. 

>if  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  tree  on  rail 
\ London  at  above. .prices. 

"THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST"  SERIES 

Which  all  Chemists  ought  to  have 
and  to  read  as  faithfully  as  their  British  Pharmacopoeia,  viz. :— 

PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS. 

Price  Is.  6d.,  by  Post  8s. 
Is  the  best  Book  of  Eecipes  for  the  Drug  Trade, 

DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES. 

Price  2s.  6(2.,  by  Post  2s.  9d. 
An  Invaluable  Medical  work  for  Chemists  and  Druggists,  written  specially 
for  them. 


Published  at  the  Offices  of  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST," 
LONDON,  MELBOURNE,  AND  SYDNEY. 
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an  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  is  4-oz,  Tins, 
price  Is. 


Can  be 
obtained    from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  <fco.,  in  4-oz. 
Tins,  price  la, 

SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO.  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 


PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of 
the  Society  at  reasonab.e  charges.  Registrations 
throughout  the  world.  Advice  as  to  infringements 
preliminary  to  litigation. 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FURNIVAL  STREET,  E.C. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholtsale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  Dy 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 

FOR 

Imfmmtm  &  Invalid*. 


Our  New  Illustrated  Booklet,  "LITTLE  MISS  MUFFET," charms 
all  who  see  it.  Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  supply. 


34    FARRINGDON    ROAD,  B.C. 


"  Trifles  make  perfection,  but  perfection  is  no  trifle." 


//  you  aim  at  perfection,  use 


Fletchers'  Concentrated  Liquors 


Bbttodal  Comment?. 


A  Lively  Winter  Session. 

As  yet  there  is  no  promise  of  scientific  achievement  daring 
the  coming  winter,  but  there  is  much  hope  of  legislative 
activity,  and  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  is  to  take  his  defence-scheme 
round  the  provinces,  by  which  scheme  is  meant  protection 
of  retailers  in  legal  matters  as  far  as  a  court  of  first  instance. 
That  subject  may  well  wait  exposition  by  its  author.  Mr. 
John  Smith  has  started  the  session  of  the  premier  English 
provincial  association  with  a  plea  for  the  Federation,  of 
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which  he  is  also  President.  Mr.  Smith's  desire  is  to  get 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  work  more  closely  with  local 
associations,  especially  in  the  selection  of  local  secretaries  : 
an  enticing  subject,  bat  not  the  one  of  the  moment — 
to  wit,  company  pharmacy.  On  this  matter  Mr.  John 
Averill,  of  Stafford,  his  come  forward  with  an  original  sug- 
gestion, and  given  a  business  turn  to  controversy  by  pro- 
posing the  formation  of  a  fighting-fund.  The  suggestion 
brings  to  the  front  a  factor  in  the  controversy  which  has 
been  partially  overlooked — viz  ,  that  there  will  be  strenuous 
opposition  on  the  part  of  pharmacy  companies  to  whatever 
legislation  is  promoted  in  respect  to  their  status.  We  are 
not  disposed  to  magnify  this  factor  unduly,  but  it  is  well 
that  the  rank  and  file  should  not  forget  what  to  pharma- 
ceutical leaders  is  a  serious  menace — viz  ,  that  pharmacy 
companies  have  splendid  parliamentary  organisation,  im- 
mediate funds  and  more  to  draw  from,  to  promote  their 
objects.  They  have  added  to  these  an  exceptionally  skilled 
legal  lobbyist,  whose  conduct  in  looking  after  their  interests 
has  hitherto  been  unobtrusive,  bat  painfully  adequate. 
Pharmacists  are  not  so  well  prepared  for  the  fight.  All  the 
talk  on  the  subject  has  hitherto  been  directed  to  getting  the 
responsible  authoiities  to  make  up  their  minds  as  to  what  they 
should  do  to  protect  the  rights  of  registered  chemists,  and 
practically  no  thought  has  been  given  to  what  shoald  be  done 
when  a  policy  has  been  found.  We  now  seem  to  be  within 
measurable  distance  of  the  fight,  and  we  emphasise  once 
more  the  fact  that  we  should  join  forces  with  Dublin 
in  the  campaign.  The  Companies  Bill,  if  passed,  will  be 
operative  in  the  United  Kingdom,  therefore  the  phar- 
macy clause  must  be  modified  to  sait  the  conditions 
of  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Yet  the 
Councils  of  the  two  Pharmaceutical  Societies  are  not 
working  together,  and,  as  far  as  we  can  gather,  there  is  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  London  Council  to  work  inde- 
pendently. This,  if  persisted  in,  is  almost  certain  to  be 
fatal  to  the  success  of  our  appeal  to  the  Legislature.  Were 
we  dealing  with  the  Pharmacy  Acts  of  the  countries  inde- 
pendent action  would  be  justifiable,  but  this  is  a  case  of 
treating  pharmacy  a3  a  whole  in  a  Government  measure 
relating  to  trade.  In  the  natural  course  of  things,  whatever 
is  proposed  in  amendment  of  any  particular  clauses  of  the 
Companies  Bill  will  be  reduoed  to  uniformity  before  the 
measure  becomes  law.  If  legislators  find  that  the  British 
Society  and  the  Irish  Society  make  independent — and,  most 
probably,  different — proposals  for  amending  the  pharmacy 
clause,  they  may  be  tempted  to  leave  the  clause  out  (which 
would  mean  a  splendid  opportunity  lost)  or  refer  the 
differences  to  a  committee  or  expert  who  would  compromise 
the  opposing  opinions.  This  might  be  as  disastrous  as  the 
loss  of  the  clause,  but  in  any  case  pharmacists  shoald  do  the 
compromising  themselves;  therefore  we  urge  British  pro. 
vincial  associations  to  speak  out  on  this  point,  bearing  in 
mind  the  fact  that  the  Dublin  Council  has  solicited  co- 
operation with  the  London  one,  and  the  latter  has  so  far 
given  no  sign  of  acceding  to  the  request.  In  the  rank-and- 
file  of  the  British  Society  there  is  wonder  at  this  attitude  of 
the  Council  towards  the  Irish  body.  Some  strong  men 
and  the  wire-pullers  are,  it  is  known,  bitterly  opposed  to 
joining  forces  with  the  Irish  Society,  on  the  specious  plea 
that  the  Pharmacy  Acts  of  the  two  countries  are  so  different. 
We  are  not  convinced  that  that  is  their  reason,  but  if  it  be 
we  have  shown  that  it  is  groundless,  because  the  matter  is 
not  one  of  pharmacy  laws,  but  of  company-trading. 

If  the  Council  persists  in  its  inexplicable  isolation  it 
will  have  a  difficult  job  with  provincial  chemists,  who  cannot 
understand  why  offers  of  help  in  this  company-pharmacy 
question  from  the  Irish  Society  should  not  be  accepted  with 


alacrity.  Already  there  are  indications  from  the  associa- 
tions of  irritation  at  Bloomsbury  back  wardness.  The  asso- 
ciations and  individual  chemists  are  preparing  for  a 
parliamentary  campaign,  and  they  only  wait  for  a  strong 
lead,  and  a  united  policy,  to  bring  into  play  a  force  which 
cannot  fail  to  push  along  the  reform  so  much  desired. 


Cinchona  in  Java. 

The  remarkable  change  in  the  position  of  quinine  which  is 
mentioned  in  our  Trade  Report  this  week  once  more  calls 
attention  to  the  anomalous  behaviour  of  cinchona  and  its 
chief  alkaloid  so  far  as  price  principles  are  concerned. 
Java  has  been  behaving  badly  this  year,  in  the  opinion  of 
speculators,  by  increasing  her  shipments  of  bark  in  face  of 
a  rising  market.  According  to  the  prophets  the  shipments 
would  not  increase,  either  because  the  planters  had  at  last 
seen  that  their  best  policy  was  to  get  double  prices  for  half 
the  normal  supply  of  bark,  or  because  their  plantations  are 
shrinking  in  production.  Now  the  indicator  on  the  specula- 
tive dial  has  swung  round  with  a  vengeance,  and  at  the 
moment  the  quinine-manufacturers  are  giving  quinine-specu- 
lators as  hard  a  squeeze  as  they  have  felt  these  past  two 
years.  It  is  all  the  harder  because  it  was  unexpected. 
At  the  critical  moment  we  receive  two  valuable  reports 
having  an  indirect  bearing  upon  the  matter,  which  it 
may  be  well  to  give  the  gist  of,  especially  as  one  of 
them  deals  with  that  abstruse  problem — Java  cinchona. 
They  are  written  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Standen,  Director  of  the 
Madras  Government  cinchona-plantations,  one  dealing  with 
the  work  of  the  Department  during  1898-99  and  the  other 
with  cinchona-cultivation  in  Java,  which  island  Mr.  Standen 
visited,  at  the  request  of  his  Government,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  successful  methods  of  cultivation  adopted  there. 
Taking  the  latter  first,  we  note  that  the  report  commences 
with  a  short  history  of  cinchona-cultivation  in  Java,  which 
dates  from  1852,  when  a  single  plant  oE  calisaya,  grown  in 
Paris  from  seed  collected  by  Weddell  in  South  America, 
was  received  by  the  Curator  of  the  Botanical  Gardens  at 
Buitenzorg.  Further  supplies  of  seed  and  plants  were  sub- 
sequently received  from  South  America,  and  at  the  end  of 
1853  there  were  more  than  half  a  million  cinchonas  planted 
out  on  the  Government  estates.  It  was  soon  found  out  that 
this  species  (Pahudiana)  contained  very  little  quinine,  and 
its  cultivation  was  given  up,  propagation  being  confined 
to  calisaya,  offioinalis,  and  succirubra.  The  Datch 
Government  in  December,  1865,  purchased  a  parcel  of 
seed  from  a  Mr.  J.  W.  B.  Money,  who  had  bought  it 
from  Mr.  Ledger,  and  in  the  following  year  12,000  plants 
raised  from  this  seed  were  put  out  and  called  "  Ledgeriana." 
The  bark  from  these  trees  was  first  analysed  in  1872,  vnd 
was  found  to  be  exceptionally  rich  in  quinine.  Since  then 
no  effort  has  been  spared  in  propagating  from  the  richest  of 
these  trees,  with  the  result  that  Java  exports  about  80  per 
cent,  of  the  world's  quinine  requirements.  The  area  now 
under  cinchona  in  the  island  is  estimated  by  Mr.  Standen  at 
20,000  acre3,  but  he  could  not  obtain  exact  figures.  The  low 
prices  for  bark  which  raled  a  few  years  ago  led  to  the 
uprooting  of  a  considerable  number  of  trees  to  make  room 
for  tea,  so  that  the  area  under  cinchona  is  not  so  large  now 
as  it  was  five  years  ago.  The  recent  advance  in  the  price  of 
bark,  however,  has  revived  interest  in  planting,  and  several 
new  clearings  have  been  made.  The  Government  planta- 
tions cover  2  205  acres,  and  in  addition  there  are  83  private 
plantations,  of  which  58  are  in  the  Preanger  residency  of 
Western  Java,  a  district  which  is  admirably  suited  for  cinchona- 
cultivation  ;  the  remaining  plantations  are  chiefly  in  Central 
Java.    Mr.  Standen  describes  at  length  the  propagation  of 
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the  trees  and  harvesting  of  the  bark.  The  most  marked 
characteristic  of  the  cinchonas  in  Java  is  the  luxuriance  of 
their  foliage.  The  trees  have  fine,  healthy  crowns,  and  show 
very  little  tendency  to  run  to  seed.  In  this  respect  they 
present  a  marked  contrast  to  the  cinchonas  grown  on  the 
Nilgiris  and  in  the  Wynaad,  which  ripen  at  an  early  age, 
and  are  generally  somewhat  deficient  in  healthy  foliage. 

As  regards  cost  of  production,  this  may  be  put  down  at 
As.  2-10  3  per  lb.,  to  which  must  be  added  freight  and 
charges,  bringing  the  total  to  As.  37  pies  per  lb.  The  total 
quantity  of  Ledgeriana  bark  harvested  in  1897  was 
578,298  lbs.,  which  averaged  7  16  per  cent,  quinine  sulphate, 
and  this  figure  may  be  taken  as  representing  the  average  of 
the  whole  crop.  The  cost  per  unit  was,  therefore, 
58  pies,  or  rather  less  than  §<2.  The  average  analysis 
of  the  whole  crop  from  Java  is  not  much  above 
5 1  per  cent,  sulphate  of  quinine,  so  that  the  cost  of  production 
of  a  unit  is  about  \d.  The  average  unit-price  in  Amsterdam 
in  1897  was  4  7c,  or  rather  less  than  Id.,  and  the  net  profit 
for  that  year  on  the  Government  plantations  was  121,516r., 
which  is  equal  to  a  net  profit  of  55r.  per  acre.  The  Java 
planters  have  always  recognised  the  fact  that  the  chief 
object  of  cinchona-cultivation  is  to  produce  quinine  rather 
than  bark,  and  the  success  they  have  achieved  is  very  largely 
due  to  their  perseverance  in  selection  based  on  analysis. 
The  officinalis  in  Java,  which  was  raised  from  seed  received 
from  the  Government  plantations  in  India,  is  grown  to  a 
limited  extent ;  but  the  average  of  thirty  analyses  of  this  bark 
made  by  Mr.  P.  van  Leersum  shows  8-25  per  cent,  quinine  sul- 
phate. Keferring  to  the  future  of  cinchona,  Mr.  Standen  says 
that  the  extraordinary  fluctuations  in  the  bark -market  in  the 
course  of  the  last  few  months  have  shown  that  the  Java 
planters  are  in  a  position  to  cause  a  rise  or  fall  in  prices  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  bark  they  export;  but  the 
planters  have  hitherto  failed  to  take  advantage  of  this 
position,  and  by  shipping  large  quantities  of  bark  whenever 
the  market  has  improved,  have  invariably  sent  prices  down. 
Mr.  Standen  is  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  large  shipments 
which  have  been  made  this  ; year— viz.,  5,090,800  lbs.  from 
January  to  June  (the  highest  total  that  has  ever  been 
shipped  during  the  first  half  of  the  year)— cannot  be 
kept  up  without  discounting  the  yield  of  the  planta- 
tions in  the  future,  unless  new  land  is  opened  to  counter- 
balance the  lower  yield  from  ground  which  has  been 
replanted.  Mr.  Standen  concludes  his  report  with  some 
suggestions  regarding  cinchona-cnltivation  in  India,  and 
one  of  them  is  that  saccirubra-bark  should  be  shipped  in 
the  form  of  quills.  In  Java  great  care  is  taken  with  the 
preparation  of  these  quills,  and  each  strip,  after  being 
partially  dried  in  the  sun,  is  curled  round  a  piece  of  bamboo 
and  tied  firmly  to  it.  The  bamboo  is  removed  when  the 
bark  is  dry,  and  the  quills,  after  trimming  and  sorting,  are 
packed  in  wooden  cases.  Another  suggestion  is  that 
further  attempts  should  be  made  to  cultivate  Ledgeriana 
from  seed  obtained  from  Java.  So  far,  well ;  but  this  week's 
,  -rtrovement  in  quinine  is,  we  repeat,  emphasis  of  the  fact 
(^Jtjhat  bark-shipraents  are  not  the  sole  controlling  influence 

Cinchona  in  Madras. 

We  now  take  up  the  report  of  the  Nilgiri  plantations,  but 
must  deal  with  it  briefly.  In  the  three  plantations 
(Qodabetta,  Nedivattam,  and  Hooker)  there  are  at  present 
1,675,103  trees.  OE  these  331,405  are  on  the  first-named 
plantations,  539  226  of  them  being  Cinchona  officinalis  and 
61,806  C.  hybrid  and  others ;  Nedivattam  has  315,558  C. 
nffioinalisa.r\A29l,920  G.  hybrid,  and  Hooker  has  806,637  trees, 


consisting  of  1,147,801  C.  officinalis  and  507,979  Hybrid,  Sec. 
Last  year  a  total  of  101,307  lbs.  of  bark  was  harvested  on  the 
three  plantations,  and  of  this  quantity  89,354  lbs.  consisted  of 
officinalis  (crown)  and  hybrid  bark  and  11,953  lbs.  of  red  barks. 
Coming  to  details  regarding  the  manufacturing  department 
we  find  that  the  total  amount  of  bark  worked  was 
461,717  lbs.,  consisting  of  373.967  lbs.  of  crown  and 
hybrids  and  87,750  lb3.  of  red  bark ;  and  the  alkaloids 
extracted  amounted  to  19,841  lbs.,  of  which  12,603  lbs.  was 
quinine  (201,648  oz.)  and  7,238  lbs.  was  "febrifuge,"  which 
is  greatly  in  excess  of  any  previous  year,  the  average  amount 
of  bark  treated  daily  beiog  1,500  lbs.  As  the  Government 
thought  it  desirable  that  at  least  10,000  lbs.  of  quinine 
should  be  manufactured  yearly,  Mr.  Standen  wished  to  show 
them  that  he  could  exceed  this  quantity,  and  that  without 
incurring  additional  expense  on  machinery.  As  at  present 
equipped,  the  factory  is  able  to  deal  with  at  least 
450  000  lbs.  of  quinine-yielding  barks  per  annum.  An 
average  of  3-per-cent.  bark  would  give  13,500  lbs., 
while  3|-per-cent.  bark  would  give  an  outturn  of  15,750  lbs. 
quinine  sulphate  per  year.  The  quantity  of  bark  purchased 
from  private  growers  during  the  year  was  405,074  lbs.,  of 
which  quantity  347,451  lbs.  was  worked.  It  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  estimate  the  cost  of  producing  the  quinine,  as  the 
matter  is  complicated  by  "  febrifuge."  In  the  manufacture 
of  the  latter  product,  the  chemicals  used  for  3,460  lbs.  of 
febrifuge  from  87,750  lbs.  of  red  bark  cost  lr.  0a.  5p.  per  lb. 
of  febrifuge  (say  Id.  per  oz.)  ;  labour  cost  0  3a.  7p.  per  lb  ,  so 
that  the  total  cost  by  acid-process  was  lr.  4a.  Op.  per  lb. 
(say  1J<Z.  per  oz.).  The  chemicals  and  oils  used  for  the 
extraction  of  quinine  and  febrifuge  from  the  crown  barks 
cost  lr.  14a.  for  each  pound  of  alkaloid,  against  lr.  8a.  lp.  in 
1897-98,  the  increased  cost  being  due  to  the  higher  price  of 
fusel  oil,  which  cost  about  14Z.  per  ton  more  than  in  1897-98. 
Mr.  Standen  estimates  that,  including  the  value  of  the  bark 
(As.  5-1-21  per  lb.),  the  total  cost  of  manufacturing  the 
12,603  lbs.  of  quinine  sulphate  was  120,960r.  5a.  8p„  or 
9r.  9a.  6p.  per  lb.,  and  taking  the  value  of  the  rupee  at 
Is.  3d.,  this  works  out  at  12s.  per  lb.,  or  exactly  9d.  per  oz. 
The  7,238  lbs.  of  febrifuge  manufactured  from  red  and  crown 
bark  cost  32,316r.,  or  4r.  7a.  5p.  per  lb.  (equal  to  about  Hd. 
per  oz.).  The  crown  barks  worked  up  during  the  year 
averaged  3  37  per  cent,  quinine  and  1-01  per  cent,  of  febri- 
fuge, and  the  red  barks  averaged  391  per  cent,  of  febrifuge. 
The  average  yield  of  total  alkaloids  from  the  461,717  lbs. 
used  was  4'29  per  cent.    Excellent  result  altogether. 


TESTING  DISPENSING. 
A  good  deal  might  be  said  concerning  the  attitude  of  the 
Vestry  officials  in  the  recent  Fulham  dispensing-prosecutions. 
Although  the  Vestry  lost  their  case  they  seem  to  have  had 
excellent  sport,  and  we  hope  the  ratepayers  are  satisfied  with 
the  way  their  money  is  spent.  Apart  from  the  local  interest,  the 
judgment  given  by  Mr.  Kose  is  important  in  respect  to  the  fact 
that  he  held  that  the  Act  does  not  require  perfect  accuracy,  but 
purity,  and  he  pointed  out  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  sets  the 
example  of  allowing  a  margin ;  there  was  no  fraud,  careless- 
ness, or  excess  that  mattered  in  dispensing  the  prescription. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case  again,  or 
to  deal  with  the  question  as  to  whether  dispensing  is  generally 
done  accurately  by  chemists  or  not,  for  we  believe  that  there 
is  no  public  service  done  so  conscientiously  as  the  dispensing 
of  prescriptions.  The  only  people  who  have  ever  gainsaid 
that  are  a  few  analysts  ;  but  they  are  not  supported  by  the 
best  of  their  class,  who  know  that  to  expect  mathematical 
accuracy  in  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  is  no  more 
reasonable  than  to  expect  mathematically  accurate  results  in 
milk-analyses  at]  a  shilling  apiece. 
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THE  IONONE -PATENT. 

The  Chemiker-Zeitung  has  printed  an  excellent  resume  of 
the  dispute  between  the  original  patentees  of  ionone  and 
Messrs.  Fritzsche  &  Co.,  of  Hamburg,  who  produced  and 
patented  an  artificial  oil  of  violets.  The  resume  contains  a 
full  statement  of  the  chemistry  of  the  dispute.  As  we 
suggested  some  time  ago,  the  importance  of  Stiehl's  research 
on  oil  of  lemoDgrass  comes  in,  as  Fritzsche  &  Oo.  contend  in 
opposition  to  Tiemann  that  the  whole  of  the  aldehydes  of 
lemongrass  oil  are  concerned  in  the  production  of  .their 
artificial  oil  of  violets,  while  Tiemann  depends  upon  citral 
alone  for  his  results. 

THE  DISPENSING  OF  DOCTORS. 
A  trenchant  condemnation  of  the  system  of  dispensing  by 
medical  men  is  contained  in  aletter  to  the  Lancet  of  October  14, 
contributed  by  Dr.  A.  S.  Gubb,  of  Gower  Street.  Referring 
to  a  recent  editorial  in  that  journal  on  that  vexed  question, 
Dr.  Gubb  says  it  seemed  therein  to  be  assumed  that 
medical  men 

must  all  have  had  sufficient  opportunity  of  learning  the  working 
details  concerned  in  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  and  of 
becoming  practically  acquainted  with  the  physical  properties  of 
the  various  pharmaceutical  preparations.  This,  doubtless,  was 
the  case  with  those  who  went  through  the  old-fashioned  appren- 
ticeship with  a  country  practitioner,  but  it  was  certainly  assuming 
too  much  when  applied  to  the  neo-practitioner  of  to-day.  The 
instruction  which  the  latter  receives  in  materia  medica  may 
enable  him  to  recognise  many  of  the  original  drugs  and  chemical 
substances  employed  in  therapeutics,  but  he  need  never  set  eyes 
on  a  single  galenical  preparation,  and  the  practical  work  of 
pharmacy  is  restricted  to  a  perfunctory  course  with  the  hospital 
dispenser,  the  value  whereof,  unless  he  be  an  unusually  diligent 
and  persistent  student,  may  be  simply  nil.  Only  the  other  day  he 
had  occasion  to  ask  a  student  who  had  just  completed  that 
course  at  a  London  hospital  to  make  up  a  simple  mixture  con- 
taining only  two  ingredients.  To  his  surprise,  the  budding 
medico  could  not  read  the  signs  for  drachms  and  ounces,  and  he 
was  even  unaware  that  a  drachm  was  equivalent  to  60  gr.  As 
this  student  is  on  the  high  road  to  obtain  the  M.D.  of  the  London 
University  the  doctor  could  not  see  what  subsequent  opportunity 
he  was  likely  to  have  of  acquiring  tins  really  indispensable  know- 
ledge. Such  knowledge  was  indispensable  even  if  as  a  prac- 
titioner he  should  not  be  called  upon  to  dispense  his  medicines, 
for  without  it  he  was  likely  to  elaborate  prescriptions  which  were 
the  despair  of  pharmacists. 

To  these  few  home  truths  the  editor  of  the  Lancet  in  a  foot- 
note protests  that  he  had  assumed  nothing,  adding,  rather 
lamely :  "  All  students  have  sufficient  opportunity  of  learning 
to  dispense,  though  some  of  them  may  not  avail  themselves 
of  it."    Verb.  sap. 

THE  APOTHECARIES'  RIGHTS. 

Following  upon  the  decision  given  by  the  High  Court  in 
the  Hunter  case,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  a  licentiate  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries  has  not  the  right  to  use  the 
titles  "physician"  and  "surgeon,"  the  Society  has  taken 
the  opinion  of  Sir  Edward  Clarke  in  the  matter,  and  he  has 
advised  the  Society  that  any  licentiate  who  has  obtained  his 
diploma  since  1886  is  entitled  to  describe  himself  as  phy- 
sician or  surgeon,  or  both.  The  Medical  Act  of  1886  does 
not  deal  with  the  titles  "  physician"  and  "surgeon,"  but  it 
enacts  that  every  registered  medical  practitioner  shall  be 
entitled  to  practise  medicine,  surgery,  and  midwifery,  in  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Sir  Edward  Clarke  appears 
to  consider  it  the  only  logical  conclusion  that  a  man  who 
practises  medicine  is  a  "physician,"  and  one  who  practises 
surgery  is  a  "  surgeon."  The  General  Medical  Council,  it  is 
understood,  is  not  disposed  to  prosecute  any  registered 
medical  practitioner  now  using  the  titles,  no  matter  what 
bis  diploma  may  be,  but  this  takes  no  cognisance  of  the 
rights  of  the  Royal  Colleges,  and  should  they  be  disposed  to 
fight,  Sir  Edward  Clarke's  opinion  may  turn  out  to  be  nothing 
more  than  an  opinion.  Under  its  Act,  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  is  privileged  to  confer  the  title  of  "  apothe- 
cary ,"Lnot  those  of  "  physician  "  and  "  surgeon." 


Mar  motes. 


PARLIAMENT,  in  its  extraordinary  Session  now  being 
held,  is  to  confine  itself  strictly  to  the  Transvaal  busi- 
ness, general  legislation,  except  in  regard  to  finance,  being 
deferred  until  February. 

Chemists  in  the  Districts  affected  by  the  war 
appear  to  be  sticking  to  their  posts,  and  our  latest  mail 
advices  from  Cape  Colony  and  the  Transvaal  indicate 
that  they  mean  to  do  this  although  there  is  little  trade 
going  on  (vide  South  African  News).  Our  subscrip- 
tion department  is  somewhat  in  a  difficulty  in  con- 
sequence, because  practically  all  retail  chemists  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  many  in  Orange  Free  State,  are  subscribers 
to  the  C.  ,f  D.  The  Post-office  authorities  cannot  guarantee 
delivery  there  while  the  war  is  on.  Our  subscribers  in 
Rhodesia  and  British  Bechuanaland  also  may  not  receive 
their  journals  regularly ;  but  the  Post-office  authorities 
assure  us  that  they  will  do  what  they  can  to  get  the  copies 
delivered  at  their  destinations,  and  where  this  is  impossible 
the  copies  will  be  kept  in  Cape  Town  until  the  war  is  over. 

Surgical  Dressings  for  the  seat  of  war  are  in  demand, 
but  the  Medical  Department  of  the  War  Office  always  keeps 
a  good  stock  of  such  things  from  which  the  war- supplies 
are  drawn.  The  manufacturers  have  been  very  busy 
lately  delivering  goods  contracted  for,  but  we  understand 
that  no  fresh  contracts  of  importance  have  been  given  out. 
We  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  John  Moss,  the  manufacturer  and 
proprietor  of  the  "  John  Milne  "  Listerian  specialities,  and 
to  show  what  the  war  means  he  told  us  that  he  had  already 
supplied  40,000  ligatures  (catgut),  presumably  for  South 
Africa,  and  as  many  more  have  still  to  be  delivered.  We 
may  recall  the  fact  that  every  soldier  who  goes  to  the  front 
hae  in  his  knapsack  a  first-aid  package. 

Me.  John  McBeide,  the  erstwhile  chemist's  assistant 
whose  work  in  connection  with 
the  pro-Boer  Irish  Brigade  was 
mentioned  last  week  (page  627), 
has  been  pictured  by  the  Star, 
and  we  copy  the  portrait.  McBride 
has  taken  bis  present  anti-British 
position  deliberately,  for  in  June 
last  he  wrote  home  to  a  brother 
who  lives  at  Westport,  county 
Mayo,  that  he  intended  to  throw 
in  his  lot  with  the  Boers.  He 
appears  not  to  be  connected  with 
the  drug-trade  now ;  at  all  events, 
he  is  not  a  C.  $  B.  subscriber. 

The  Reservists'  Call  has  not  appreciably  affected  the 
wholesale  drug-trade.  Bovril  (Limited)  have  written  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  to  the  Admiralty  saying  that  if  any 
of  the  wives  and  daughters  of  soldiers  or  sailors  would  care 
to  take  employment  with  the  company  they  would  engage 
them  in  preference  to  other  applicants  during  the  period  that 
hostilities  may  last.  Bovril  (Limited)  have  recently  taken 
on  as  many  as  150  extra  hands. 

Transvaal  Refugees'  Fund. — The  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  with  other  Lord  Mayors  in  England,  has  opened  a 
fund  for  the  relief  of  those  who  through  the  war  have  been 
compelled  to  quit  the  Transvaal.  The  following  firms  con- 
nected with  our  business  have  up  to  Wednesday  sub- 
scribed : — 

W.  J.  &  H.  Thompson  . 
Vinolia  Company 
Crosse  &  Blackwell  ... 
Johnson,    Matthey  & 

Co  

Morgan  Brothers  ... 
Mr.  Thomas  Whiffen  ... 
S.  Berger  &  Co. 
G.  T.  Cox  &  Sons 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thomp- 
son 

C.  Tennant,  Sons  &  Co. 

Messrs.  R.  Ellis  &  Son,  of  Ruthin,  have  presented  the 
War  Office  with  10,000  bottles  of  aerated  waters  for  the  use 
of  the  troops  in  South  Africa. 


£ 

s. 

£ 

s. 

105 

0 

Lennon  (Lim.)  ... 

52 

10 

105 

0 

G.  Borwick  &  Sons  ... 

50 

0 

105 

0 

Marion  &  Co.  ... 

50 

0 

Nobles  &  Hoare 

50 

0 

105 

0 

G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons  ... 

26 

5 

100 

0 

Miles,  Druce  &  Co.  ... 

25 

0 

100 

0 

P.  B.  Burgoyne  &  Co.  ■ 
Scrubbs'   Cloudy  Am- 

25 

0 

52 

10 

52 

10 

monia  Company 

21 

0 

Colonel  Clifford  Probyn 

10 

10 

52 

10 

Sharland  &  Co. 

5 

5 

52 

10 

W.  Ransom  &  Son 

5 

5 
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Grafce  motes* 


Coin  Calendars  — For  the  cilendar-giving  season  we 
commend  to  the  attention  of  our  subscribers  the  coin  calen- 
dars made  in  aluminium  by  Messrs.  H.  Grueber  &  Co , 
2  Ridgemount  Street,  W  C.  They  are  made  the  size  of  half- 
crown  and  crown  pieces,  with  a  calendar  for  1900  on  one 
side  and  any  wording  desired  oa  the  other.  The  edges  are 
milled,  and  a  nicer  pocket- calendar  one  could  not  desire. 
Any  chemist  will  get  a  sample  by  asking  the  firm  for 
quotations. 

"Soloid"  Indicators. — Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  & 
Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  E  C  ,  submit  samples  of  their  new 
soloid  indicators.  These  comprise  "  Soloid  "  indigo-carmine, 
lacmoid,  methyl- orange,  rosolic  acid,  phenolphthalein  and 
starch.  We  have  tested  them  in  practical  work  and  find 
they  dissolve  easily  in  their  respective  solvents  and  that  the 
solutions  so  made  are  as  sensitive  as  the  fresh  solutions 
made  by  more  tedious  methods.  The  soloid  indicators  are 
moreover,  we  are  assured,  permanent — a  distinct  advantage 
when  it  is  considered  how  easily  indicator  solutions  alter  by 
light  and  keeping. 

The  "  Sanitas  "  Calendae.— The  Sanitas  Company 
(Limited)  believe  in  taking  time  by  the  forelock.  That 
maxim  is  doubtless  one  of  the  reasons  for  their  business- 
success,  and  their  almanack  for  1900,  which  we  have  just 
recsived,  will  enhance  that  success  and  their  reputation.  It 
is  the  first  we  have  seen  so  far,  and  will  want  a  lot  of 
beating.  The  colour-scheme  is  white  on  a  light-brown 
ground,  the  lettering  being  enamelled.  The  almanack 
pro  per  has  each  month  detachable,  the  printing  being  bold, 
and  nicely  done.  The  almanack  will  be  found  a  useful 
adjunct  to  any  business  establishment. 

Mateeia-medica  Labels. — We  are  occasionally  asked 
by  subscribers  where  those  labels  that  are  used  in  the 
Museum  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  can  be  obtained,  and 
we  have  always  been  compelled  to  reply  that  the  Curator  of 
the  Society  prepares  them  himself  with  a  private  printing- 
pre'S.  We  have  now,  however,  received  from  Mr.  H.  R.  Lewis, 
136  Gower  Street,  W.C.,  a  book  of  labels  practically  the  same 
as  those  used  by  the  Society.  They  comprise  chemical 
materia  medica,  including  alcohols,  alkaloids,  sugars  and 
neutral  bodies,  and  substances  of  organised  structure  obtained 
from  the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms.  The  labels  are 
printed  on  gummed  paper  and  ssll  at  12s.  6d.  per  book. 

Peaes'  Annual. — From  an  advanced  prospectus  of  Pears' 
Annual  which  we  have  received  we  learn  that  the  number 
will  be  one  of  unusual  interest.  In  addition  to  an  entrancing 
tale  by  Mr.  Max  Pemberton,  "  I  Crown  the  King,"  there  will 
be  given  with  the  annual  three  large  presentation  plates,  one 
of  them  being  an  excellent  reproduction  of  Landseer's 
"  Shoeing  the  Mare,"  which  is  printed  in  sixteen  colours. 
This  picture,  some  in  the  trade  may  remember,  was  one  of 
the  Landsetrs  which  Mr.  Jacob  Bell  bequeathed  to  the 
National  Gallery.  Pears'  Annual  will  therefore  have  a  special 
pharmaceutical  interest  this  year,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
some  of  the  drug-trade  may  find  it  profitable  to  sell  it,  as 
the  jield  on  the  sale  of  a  quire  of  copies  is  6s.  Messrs.  A. 
&  F.  Pears  (Limited),  Oxdfor  Street,  W.,  supply  it. 

Messes.  Kay  Beothees  (Limited),  of  Stockport,  are 
again  issuing  their  family  reference  almanack  and  first- 
aid  book.  It  contains  twenty- four  pages  of  reference- 
matter  and  is  bound  in  a  prettily-designed  coloured  cover. 
Chemists  will  be  supplied  with  these  with  their  names  on 
cover  gratis  on  undertaking  a  house-to-house  delivery.  This 
booklet  is  useful,  as  it  recommends  many  drugs  which  are 
non-proprietary  and  made  up  by  every  chemist,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  back  cover  is  given  up  to  the  retailer's  direct 
advantage.  In  writing  for  a  supply  chemists  are  requested 
to  enclose  two  address-labels.  Messrs.  Kay  Brothers  also 
supply  free  counter-bills  in  1  000  lots  printed  on  one  side 
only  and  with  name  and  address  of  chemist3  if  desired. 
Framed  glass  tablets  and  showcards  may  also  be  had  from 
this  firm  on  application. 

Beand's  Nutrient  Powdee.— We  had  the  opportunity 
when  reporting  on  the  last  museum  of  the  British  Medical 


Association  of  calling  attention,  though  briefly,  to  the  new 
nutrient  which  Messrs.  Brand  &  Co  (Limited),  of  11  Little 
Stanhope  Street,  W.,  are  manufacturing,  under  Deuce's 
patent,  and  are  placing  upon  the  market.  This  powder  is 
substantially  the  equivalent  of  fluid  preparations  which  are 
pressed  from  raw  meat,  but  in  this  case  the  whole  of  the 
meat  is  represented.  The  method  of  preparation  is  such 
that  the  soluble  constituents  of  the  meat  are  unaltered  in 
the  process  of  drying;  jet  the  treatment  ensures  that  the 
powder  is  quite  palatable  and  forms  an  excellent  addition 
to  other  invalid-foods.  It  can  be  used,  for  example,  for 
strengthening  beef-tea  and  for  making  into  sandwiches,  or 
used  in  rectal  feeding.  Chemists  will  find  it  advantageous 
to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  properties  of  the  food,  as 
medical  men  are  likely  to  be  ordering  it. 

The  "Wilson"  Poison- bottle. — Some  months  ago  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  the  London  representa'ive  of  the  York  Glass 
Company  (Limited),  76  Finsbury  Pavement,  E  C,  showed  us 
a  model  of  a  new  poison- bottle  which  he  had  invented,  and 
which  struck  us  at  the  time  as  deserving  to 
rank  with  Mr.  Wilson's  other  well-known 
invention — the  swan-neck  show-carboy. 
This  poison-bottle  is  now  on  the  market.  It 
is  triangular  in  cross-3ection,  each  of  the 
three  edges  is  serrated,  and  the  two  sides, 
at  right  angles  to  the  smooth  front,  are 
longitudinally  grooved  after  the  manner  of 
the  hexagonal  poison-bottle.  The  result  is 
that  one  cannot  grasp  this  bottle  without 
being  struck  by  the  fact  that  it  is  unique, 
and  therefore  any  person  grasping  it  in  the 
dark  or  in  a  fit  of  absent-mindedness  is 
almost  certain  to  have  his  attention  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  the  contents  are  not  a  usual 
medicine.  We  gather  from  Mr.  Wilson, 
who  has  patented  his  invention,  that  the 
bottle  has  caught  on  with  dispensing- 
chemists.  It  is  made  in  ordinary  bottle-glass  and  in  actinic, 
amber  and  cobalt-blue  glass  by  Mr.  Wilson's  principals. 


Business  Changes. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  neie 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 

Messes.  Meistee,  Lucius  &  Bbuning  will  shortly  re- 
move from  46  to  51  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C. 

Eosbach  Speings  Oompany  (Limited)  have  removed 
their  offices  from  19  Regent  Street  to  13  Regent  Street, 
Waterloo  Place,  S.W. 

Me.  Thos.  Brewis,  Fratton  Road,  Portsmouth,  has 
purchased  the  chemist's  business  with  post-office  attached 
at  St.  Mary's  Road  lately  carried  on  under  the  style  of 
J.  Walters  &  Co.  (Limited). 

Me.  Petee  Bell,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  for  the  past 
seven  years  has  managed  Messrs,  Proctor,  Son  &  Clague'd 
Jesmond  branch,  has  recently  succeeded  to  the  business  at 
60  Elswick  Road,  Newca9tle-on-Tyne,  carried  on  during  the 
past  seventeen  years  by  Mr.  Thomas  Rheeder,  pharmaceutical 
chemist.  Mr.  Rheeder,  although  still  a  comparatively  young 
man,  has  retired,  and  will  devote  himself  to  the  agreeable 
occupations  of  "  a  man  of  leisure." 


Nitrates  in  Plant-tissues. — M.  Berthelot,  the  dis- 
tinguished French  chemist  and  politician,  has  recently  published 
a  book  on  agricultural  chemistry,  which  is  reviewed  in  Nature  for 
October  5  by  "  R.  W."  (in  which  initials  it  is  not  difficult  to 
recognise  Mr.  R.  Warington).  The  book  is,  like  all  that  comes 
from  M.  Berthelot's  pen,  startlingly  original.  For  example,  he 
has  conceived  the  idea  that  plants  have  the  power  of  producing 
nitrates  abundantly  in  their  own  tissues.  This  assumption,  if 
proved,  would  furnish  an  entirely  new  departure  in  vegetable 
physiology,  but  "  R.  W."  considers  that  the  data  given  by 
M.  Berthelot  are  quite  insufficient  to  convince  a  critical 
reader. 
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Xeaal  1Report& 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  the  Ilkeston  Petty  Sessions  last  week  Eliza  Noon,  a  shop- 
keeper, was  fined  5s.  and  1Z.  2s  costs  for  selling  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre  which  contained  13  5  per  cent,  of  added  water. 
Mr.  White,  county  analyst,  deposed  that  the  sp.  gr.  of  the 
spirit  was  0  8735.  He  did  not  say  anything  as  to  the  nitrons 
content,  but  defendant  explained  that  she  had  had  it  in 
stock  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  had  sold  it  as  she  bought 
it,  adding  that  she  would  take  good  care  she  did  not  sell 
any  more  of  it. 

Vinegar. 

At  Hanley  Police  Court  on  October  16,  Frederick  Heath, 
grocer,  Stoke-on-Trent,  was  summoned  for  selling  as  vinegar 
an  article  which  was  alleged  to  be  acetic  acid  diluted  and 
coloured.  The  county  analyst  (Mr.  Jones)  certified  that  the 
sample  analysed  by  him  was  merely  diluted  acetic  acid,  but 
admitted  in  cross-examination  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
sample  which  might  not  be  found  in  real  vinegar.  Mr.  Otto 
Hehner,  analyst,  gave  similar  evidence.  Mr.  Neal  stated 
that  he  appeared  to  defend  Messrs.  Pickard  &  Co.,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  of  Sheffield,  who  supplied  the  extract 
from  which  the  vinegar  was  made,  and  accepted  all  responsi- 
bility. The  extract  was  made  from  pure  acetic  acid  of 
vinous  origin,  ard  was  the  product  of  alcoholic  and  acetous 
fermentation.  Evidence  in  support  of  Mr.  Neal's  contention 
was  given  by  Mr.  H.  White,  chemist  and  manager  to  Messrs. 
Pickard  &  Co.,  Professor  Attfield,  and  Dr.  W.  Hind,  of 
Stoke-on-Trent.  All  these  witnesses  contended  that  the 
article  sold  by  the  defendant  was  real  vinegar.  There  was 
no  adulteration  and  no  material  substance  was  absent.  The 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  said  he  could  not  set  his  opinion 
against  that  of  the  experts  for  the  defence,  and  he  dismissed 
the  case,  allowing  the  defendant  costs  (191  17s.  6d.). 


City  Court  Cases. 

Alleged  Damage  in  Transit. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  October  18,  before  Mr.  G. 
Pitt-Lewis,  Q  0  ,  Deputy- Judge,  an  action  was  brought  by 
Mr.  Charles  White,  5  Barbican,  E.G.,  against  the  General 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  55  Great  Tower  Street,  E.G.,  to 
recover  the  value  of  certain  oil-drums  which  had  been  sent 
to  him  by  the  defendants'  service  from  a  customer  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  which  on  arrival  were  said  to  have  been  so 
damaged  as  to  make  them  useless.  The  plaintiff  said  that 
the  drums  were  damaged  in  transit,  as  the  Edinburgh 
customer  had  written  saying  so.  Mr.  William  Batham, 
defendants'  solicitor,  said  the  Edinburgh  people  should  come 
to  the  court  to  say  that,  and  he  maintained  that  the  drums 
were  delivered  in  exactly  the  condition  they  were  received 
in  Edinburgh.  The  fact  was  the  drums  were  old  ones.  The 
Deputy- Judge  said  there  was  no  proof  to  show  that  the 
defendants  had  damaged  the  drums,  and  non-suited  the 
plaintiff,  allowing  defendants  costs. 

Wharfage-  charges. 

In  the  same  Court  on  October  17,  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr 
had  before  him  the  case  of  Messrs.  Marcus  H.  Voss, 
wharfingers,  owners  of  Southwark  Wharf,  Bankside,  v. 
Messrs.  Langstaffe,  Ebrenberg  &  Pollak,  shippers,  the  action 
being  to  recover  70/.  17s.  <id ,  wharfage-charges  on  eighty-six 
bags  of  gold  ore.  Defendants  deposited  ihe  ore  with  the 
plaintiffs,  but  it  had  been  left  with  them  ever  since.  The 
plaintiffs'  case  was  that  at  the  defendants'  request  samples 
had  been  drawn  of  the  ore,  and  that  they  had  thus  exer- 
cised acts  of  ownership  in  regard  to  it.  The  defendants  now 
thought  the  ore  was  worthless,  and  refused  to  pay.  Mr. 
Commissioner  Kerr  held  that  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to 
recover.  Mr.  O'Connor,  who  appeared  for  the  defendants, 
said  they  would  appeal. 


Merchandise -marks  Act. 

Adulterated  White- lead. 
At  Glasgow  on  October  11,  the  Scottish  Oil  and  Chemical 
Company  (Limited)  were  fined  51.  and  151.  costs  for  having 
sold  as  "genuine  white-lead  carbonate  in  oil"  an  article 
which  was  adulterated  with  sulphite  of  lead  to  the  extent  of 
10  90  per  cent,  and  v<  ith  sulphate  of  lead  to  the  extent  of 

5  45  per  cent. 

At  the  Liverpool  Police  Court  on  October  18,  W.  R.  Taylor 

6  Co  ,  oil,  colour,  and  paint  manufacturers,  were  summoned 
for  having  applied  a  false  trade-description  to  goods  and  for 
having  sold  goods  bearing  that  false  trade-de:  caption.  In 
January  last  Mr.  S.  H.  Latham,  of  London,  asked  defendants 
for  a  quotation  for  genuine  white-lead.  They  wrote  back 
quoting,  "Genuine  ground  white- lead  18s.  6d.  a  cwt.." 
An  order  was  given  on  that  quotation,  and  an  invoice  was 
sent  in  which  it  was  stated  ihat  the  whole  contents  were 
genuine  ground  white-lead  and  oil.  One  of  the  kegs  was 
analysed  by  Mr.  Norman  Tate,  who  found  that  the  contents 
were  mixed  with  sulphate  of  baryta  and  sulphate  of  lead  to 
the  extent  of  18  per  cent.  The  offence  was  admitted,  and 
a  penalty  of  10Z.  and  101.  costs  was  inflicted  in  one  case,  and 
the  other  was  withdrawn. 

Camphorated  Oil. 
At  the  Glasgow  Sheriff's  Court  on  October  12,  Dr.  George 
Gordon,  313  Paisley  Road,  Glasgow,  was  summoned,  under 
the  Merchandise-marks  Act,  for  selling  as  "camphorated 
oil"  a  preparation  made  with  sesame  oil,  and  which  was 
deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  41  per  cent.  Sheriff 
Boyd,  in  imposing  a  fine  of  4Z.,  with  11.  18s.  expenses,  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that,  as  the  warning  was  addressed  to  an 
educated  class,  the  lesson  would  be  quickly  learned. 

Richard  Hogg,  chemist  and  druggist,  357  Paisley  Road, 
Glasgow,  had  to  pay  the  same  penalty  for  a  similar  offence, 
his  camphorated  oil  havirg  consisted  of  rape  cil  and  being 
deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  15  per  cent.  Mr.  Hogg 
explained  that  it  was  customary  in  the  trade  to  have  two 
qualities  of  oil,  and  the  public,  in  buying  the  cheaper  sort, 
had  the  advantage  in  getting  more  of  it. 

Olive  Oil. 

Joseph  McFeat,  M.B.,  338  Scotland  Street,  Glasgow,  was 
fined  HI.  and  11.  18s.  costs  at  the  same  court  and  the  same 
time,  for  having  sold  olive  oil  which  contained  20  per  cent, 
of  sesame  oil. 


The  appeal  of  the  Castner-Kellner  Company  to  the  House  of 
Lords  in  the  action  to  restrain  the  Commercial  Develop- 
ment Corporation  from  usiEg  the  Rhodin  patent,  which  was 
lodged  some  time  ago,  still  stands,  and  we  learn  that  the 
case  is  not  likely  to  be  heard  until  after  Christmas. 


Banfcruptdee  ant>  ^failures* 

Be  A.  T.  W.  Maguire,  late  of  West  Ham  Lane,  Stratford, 

trading  as  Maguiie's  Drug-stores. 
This  debtor's  accounts  show  liabilities  574Z.  17s.  4rf.,  and 
assets  131.  He  was  examined  at  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  October  13,  when  he  stated  that  in  January,  1896, 
he  commenced  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  artificial  teeth, 
at  65  Bow  Road,  and  was  still  carrying  it  on,  deriving  an  in- 
come of  300Z.  a  year  from  it.  In  January,  1895,  he  purchased 
from  his  father  a  druggist's  business  at  39  Devon  Road,  Bow, 
paying  200Z.  for  it  in  weekly  instalments  of  30s.  In  July, 
1895,  he  took  a  partner  with  300Z. ,  which  was  partly  used  to 
pay  off  the  outstanding  balance  of  the  purchase- money.  The 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  December,  1895,  witness  with- 
drawing from  the  firm  and  receiving  201.  for  his  interest  in 
the  business.  In  September,  1898,  he  opened  a  drapery 
business  at  Ponders  End,  which  turned  out  unprofitable,  and 
was  in  due  course  realised.  Immediately  after  the  assign- 
ment, and  being  then  insolvent,  he  purchased  from  his 
father  another  druggist's  business  at  61  West  Ham  Lane, 
Stratford,  for  350/.,  payable  as  before,  and  carried  it  on  as 
Maguire's  Drug-stores  until  June  last,  when  he  handed  ic 
back  to  bis  father  for  the  unpaid  balance  of  the  purchase- 
money.    Witness  attributed  his  failure  to  loss  in  connection 
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with  the  drapery  business,  followed  by  further  loss  on  the 
drug-storss;  also  to  the  heavy  expenses  of  advertising  the 
dental  business.    The  examination  was  concluded. 

Be  Jno.  Batty  Beckwith,  19  Moss  Grove,  late  139  Oak- 
field  Eoad  and  86  Everton  Road,  Liverpool,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

Debtor  has  filed  accounts  which  disclose  liabilities  to 
unsecured  creditors  629Z  4s.  8d.,  and  assets  amounting  to 
414Z.  6s.  9d.,  less  391.  4s.  6d.  for  preference  claims.  The  alleged 
cause  of  failure  is  "pressure  from  principal  trade  creditor."  The 
Official  Receiver,  in  his  observations,  states  that  the  debtor 
started  business  in  1897,  at  139  Oakfield  Road,  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist.  At  the  time  he  had  no  free  capital.  His 
father  borrowed  100Z.  on  some  building-shares  and  lent  the 
money  to  the  debtor,  who  has  repaid  it  with  the  exception  of 
201.  In  1898  he  obtained  another  loan  from  his  father  and 
purchased  the  business  at  86  Everton  Road,  Liverpool,  as  a 
going  concern.  This  shop  was  not  successful.  He  kept  an 
account  of  his  cash  receipts  and  payments,  but  no  accounts 
or  books  to  show  what  he  was  making  or  losing,  or  how  he 
stood,  at  any  time.  The  household  furniture  beloDgs  to  his 
wife,  and  any  furniture  which  he  possessed  was  seized  and 
sold  by  the  Sheriff's  officer  in  September  last.  The  debtor's 
statement  of  affairs  shows  sixty-three  unsecured  creditors 
for  629Z.,  3151.  being  for  goods  supplied  in  connection  with 
his  business,  2961.  for  money  borrowed,  and  the  balance, 
about  18Z. ,  for  law-costs,  medical  attendance,  &c. 

The  following  are  creditors : — 

£     s.  d. 

Beckwith,  J.,  Liverpool    276    0  0 

Clay,  Dod  &  Co.,  Liverpool   115  17  10 

Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  London     ...       ...    13    7  0 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool    28    0  0 

Hosking,  E.,  Liverpool    20    0  0 

Harrison  &  Wade,  Leeds   14    9  7 

Harrison,  C,  Manchester  ...       ...       ...    12  14  6 

Rowand  &  Co.,  Liverpool  10  11  8 

Preferential  Creditors. 

Rent,  &c  22  10  0 

Rates,  wages,  &c  16  14  6 


Be 


Leigh  &  Co.,  Sale  Moor,  Patent-medicine 
Manufacturers. 


The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held  on  October  11  at 
the  Official  Receiver's  offices,  Byrom  Street,  Manchester,  and 
Mr.  F.  W.  Halsall,  accountant,  of  Manchester,  was  appointed 
trustee,  with  a  committee  of  inspection. 

Be  Joseph  Edgar,  Dromore,  co.  Down,  Chemist. 

At  the  meeting  of  creditors  cf  this  debtor  held  at  Belfast 
on  October  5,  an  offer  of  3s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  payable  at  4,  8, 
and  12  months,  was  made  and  refused,  and  a  resolution  was 
passed  that  the  debtor  should  execute  an  assignment  of  his 
property,  in  trust  for  his  creditors,  to  Mr.  George  Pickering, 
I. A.,  110  Royal  Avenue.  Belfast.  The  statement  of  affairs 
shows  liabilities  2171.  18s.  5d.,  and  assets  106Z.,  less  a  pre- 
ferential claim  which  brings  the  sum  down  to  951.  6s.  8d., 
showing  a  deficiency  of  1221.  lis.  9d. 

The  following  are  amongst  the  creditors : — 


Anglo-American  Oil  Company,  Belfast  ... 
Blyfcon,  Astley  &  Co.,  Manchester 
Boehm,  Gustav,  London  ... 
Clarke,  John,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Belfast  ... 
Kerfoot,  Thomas,  Manchester      ...  ... 

McMullan,  Thomas  &  Co.,  Belfast 
Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  Birmingham 
Wilkinson,  J.  F.,  Pendleton   


£  s.  d. 
2   5  7 

10  3  8 
5  19  1 

53  14  9 
2  19  10 

11  17  2 
11  13  10 

1  18  2 


(5a3ette, 

PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Darwent,  A. ,  and  Darwent,  C,  under  the  style  of  A.  &  C.  Darwent, 
Swinton  Bridge,  near  Rotherhain,  aerated-water  manufacturers,  &c. 

Ney,  H.,  and  Carter,  W.  F.,  under  the  style  of  Langley  &  Hedges, 
Broad  Arrow  Court,  E.C.,  scientific-instrument  makers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjudication. 

Smith,  Arthur,  Smethwick,  wholesale  grocer  and  drysalter. 


2>eet>  of  Hrrangement 

NewbOUld,  Victor  Emanuel,  16  Carlisle  Road,  HanniDgliam,  Brad- 
ford, chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  William  Lawson,  49  Smbridge 
Road,  Bradford,  accountant.  Dated,  October  10 ;  filed,  October  16. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  367?.  13s.  11(1. ;  estimated  net  assets,  35?/.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  a. 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co..  Liverpool  12   0  0 

Innes  &  Greive,  Edinburgh   18   0  0 

Kennaway  &  Co.  (Limited),  Exeter  41    0  0 

MofEatt,  J.  C,  Saltaire   200   0  0 

Kewbould,  E.,  Boroughbridge   20   0  0 

Raimes  &  Co.,  York    22   0  0 


mew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 

Edgar  Vaughan  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  4,000£,  in 
11.  shares.  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  matchless  rust-preventer,  "  Everbright,"  var- 
nishes, lacquers,  compounds,  &c. 

Meads  (Limited).— Capital  1.000Z.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects : 
To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  dental  operator 
and  mechanic  and  artificial-teeth  manufacturer  carried  on 
by  A.  S.  Mead  at  41  Burdett  Road,  and  145  Mile  End  Road,  E. 
Among  the  subscribers  are  J.  B.  Bevan,  M.R.C.S.  Eng., 
17  Burdett  Road,  Mile  End,  E. ;  H.  J.  Hewer,  204  The 
Grove,  Stratford,  E.,  surgeon;  P.  E.  Penny,  90  Elgin  Avenue, 
Maida  Vale,  dental  mechanic ;  and  J.  C.  Pentney,  98  Queen's 
Road,  N.E.,  surgeon- dentist.  Registered  office,  41  Burdett 
Road.E. 

Breeze,  Jackson  &  Green  (Limited).— Capital  6.000Z., 
in^lZ.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  and^carry  on  the  business  of 
wholesale  druggists'  sundriesmen  and  surgical-instrument 
warehousemen  carried  on  by  G.  Breeze,  A.  D.  Breeze,  and  E. 
W.  H.  Green,  as  "Jackson  &  Co.,"  at  41  Station  Road,  Ply- 
mouth, and  the  business  of  a  baking  and  egg  powder  manu- 
facturer and  dance-floor  composition  manufacturer  carried  on 
by  G.  Breeze,  as  "  Breeze  &  Co. ,"  at  the  same  address.  The  first 
subscribers  areG.  Breeze,  10  College  View,  Mutley,  Plymouth, 
chemist ;  A.  D.  Breeze,  9  College  View,  Plymouth,  wholesale 
druggist ;  E.  W.  H.  Green,  2  Belmont  Villas,  Stoke  Devon- 
port,  wholesale  druggist;  P.  L.  Breeze,  10  College  View, 
Mutley,  Plymouth,  baking-powder  manufacturer ;  Mary  J. 
Breeze,  10  College  View,  Mutley,  Plymouth ;  Amelia  M.  B. 
Quance,  2  Belmont  Villas,  Stoke  Devonport,  and  Mary  A. 
Breeze,  9  College  View,  Plymouth.  The  first  directors  (three 
or  five)  are  G.  Breeze,  A.  D.  Breeze,  and  E.  W.  H.  Green. 
Qualification,  2501.  Remuneration,  as  fixed  by  the  company. 


Devon  Gawton  Arsenic  Company. — At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  shareholders,  on  October  4,  at  Tavistock,  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Peter  Watson)  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
said  that  the  outlook  for  the  disposal  of  arsenic  was  very 
favourable,  and  a  large  contract  had  been  made  at  an 
advanced  price.  The  United  States  was  taking  a  consider- 
ably larger  quantity,  and  would  continue  to  do  so.  They 
had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  arsenic  manufactured 
in  Devon  and  Cornwall  was  as  good  as  that  produced  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  and  that  from  Gawton  ranked  "  Al  "  in 
the  market.  No  dividend  was  declared,  however,  the  net 
profit  for  the  year  being  1,637Z.,  of  which  1,407Z.  was  to  be 
written  off  as  depreciation. 

Maypole  Company  (Limited). — Application  was  made 
last  week  to  Mr.  Justice  Darling,  sitting  at  the  Vacation 
Court,  for  approval  of  the  scheme  of  reconstruction  of  this 
company;  but  Mr.  Paul  VillaiD,  a  former  emploje  of  the 
company,  interposed  through  counsel  with  a  demand  for  50/. 
for  wages,  alleged  to  be  due  to  him.  An  agreement  was 
come  to  in  regard  to  this,  his  Lordship  directing  that  60/. 
should  be  paid  into  court  to  meet  the  demand,  including  10Z. 
for  costs,  pending  a  settlement  of  the  dispute  between  Mr. 
Villain  and  the  company.  Mr.  Upjohn,  Q.C.,  on  behalf  of 
the  company,  stated  that  46.0C0Z.  of  the  company's  capital 
had  been  issued  in  preference  shares  and  145,000?.  in 
ordinary  shares.  There  were  debentures  to  the  amount  of 
15.5C0Z.,  and  the  unsecured  creditor^  debts  amounted  to 
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24.000Z.  It  is  proposed  to  reconstruct  the  company,  giving 
each  preference  shareholder  a  preference  share  in  the  new 
company  with  a  liability  to  pay  up  2s.,  and  the  ordinary 
shareholders  would  get  a  like  amount  of  ordinary  shares, 
with  a  liability  to  pay  Is.  per  share.  His  Lordship  sanctioned 
the  scheme. 

Scott-Vogt  Chemical  Company  (Limited). — A  cir- 
cular, dated  October  17,  has  been  issued  to  the  shareholders 
of  this  company,  stating  that  since  last  meeting  of  share- 
holders the  directors  are  not  satisfied  that  the  process  they 
own  can  be  worked  as  a  commercial  success.  The  directors 
therefore  advise  that  the  company  be  put  into  voluntary 
liquidation,  and  a  meeting  has  been  called  for  October  31,  at 
which  it  will  be  moved  that  the  company  be  wound  up 
voluntarily  and  that  Wm.  Brodie  Galbraith,  chartered 
accountant,  Glasgow,  be  appointed  liquidator.  In  the  mean- 
time the  managing  director  has  been  instructed  to  close 
down  the  works. 

Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  (Limited)  —The 
third  annual  meeting  was  held  on  October  13  at  Winchester 
House.  Mr.  W.  T.  Brand  presided,  and  in  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  (for  particulars  of  which  see  C.  <5'  D,, 
October  7,  page  609)  said  that  during  the  past  financial  year 
the  company  had  received  more  crude  sulphur  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  sales,  both  of  crude  and  refined,  had  been 
le3s,  consequently  the  stocks  in  hand  showed  an  increasp. 
Considerable  forward  sales  had  been  made  for  next  year 
The  exports  to  the  United  States  had  shown  a  falling-off 
this  being  due  to  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish- 
American  dispute  the  belief  got  abroad  that  sulphur  would 
be  considered  as  a  contraband  of  war,  and  so  the  Americans 
obtained  large  stocks  in  advance,  with  the  result  that  they 
became  overstocked.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  that 
condition  of  things  was  now  righting  itself,  because  the 
exports  to  all  countries  for  August  and  last  month  were 
18,000  tons  in  excess  of  what  they  were  for  August  and 
September  of  1898.  On  June  30  last  the  contract  with  the 
Catania  refiners  was  cancelled,  because  it  was  found  that 
the  quantity  of  refined  sulphur  manufactured  by  the  refiners 
over  whom  the  company  had  control,  together  with  that 
made  by  certain  others  who  were  outdde  the  arrangement, 
amounted  to  so  large  an  aggregate  that  had  the  contract 
continued  in  operation  the  company  would  probably  have 
accumulated  a  larger  stock  of  refined  sulphur  than  it  wes 
thought  advisable  to  hold.  The  report  and  dividends  were 
unanimously  agreed  to. 


H>er0onaUtte0. 


Mr.  R.  J.  Friswbll,  F.I.O.,  F.C.S.,  has  resigned  his  seat 
on  the  board  of  Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited). 

The  Mayor  of  Hartlepool's  name  is  Mr.  John  Horsley, 
not  "  James,"  as  was  erroneously  given  in  our  last  issue. 

Mr.  F.  C.  McCombie,  son  of  Mr.  Charles  McCombie, 
essential-oil  merchant,  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  has  gained  a  20Z. 
{.cholarship  in  King's  College  (medical  side). 

Alderman  John  Bower,  the  chemist  mayor  of  Maccles- 
field, has  marked  the  close  of  his  year  by  entertaining  to 
dinner  the  representatives  of  the  various  friendly  societies  of 
the  Borough. 

Mr  J.  A.  Steward,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  i3  mayor 
of  Worcester,  entertained  the  members  of  the  Y.M.C.A.,  on 
October  10,  to  an  "  At  Home." 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Bowers  has  just  published  a  handsome 
volume  entitled  "Freemasonry  and  the  Tabernacle  and 
Temples  of  the  Jews."  It  is  an  historical  work  of  considerable 
interest,  and  is  published  bv  Messrs.  Bowers  Brothers, 
89  Blackfriars  Road,  E.C.,  for  4s.  net,  post  free. 

Alderman  Allwood  Simpson,  chemist,  Stalj bridge,  has 
been  unanimously  requested  by  the  Stalybridge  Town 
Council  to  accept  the  mayoralty  of  the  town.  The  same 
request  was  made  to  Mr.  Simpson  in  1898.  Mr.  Simpson  is 
a  Conservative  in  politics,  but,  as  an  evidence  of  the 
universal  esteem  in  which  he  is  held,  he  was  made  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  by  the  Liberal  party  in  1895,  a  distinction 
which  he  values  very  highly.  Mr.  Bimpson  entered  the  Town 
Council  in  1886,  and  was  given  a  seat  on  the  aldermanic 
bench  in  1893. 


Mr.  Charles  F.  Rideal,  who  used  to  deliver  lectures 
to  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  in  London,  and  who 
gained  for  himself  considerable  notoriety  through  his  un- 
successful and  dubious  press-ventures  in  this  country,  is  now 
in  New  York,  having,  with  another,  founded  what  they  call 
"The  Associated  International  Press  and  Literary  Syndi- 
cate." The  Society  of  Authors  have  found  it  necessary  to 
call  public  attention  to  a  little  scheme  of  "  literary  body- 
snatchirjg  "  which  the  Association  have  devised.  They  have 
offered  to  American  newspapers  a  series  of  eighty-one 
syndicated  articles  by  Rudyard  Kipling.  These  articles  they 
have  unearthed  from  various  sources  without  Kipling's 
authority.  Sir  Martin  Conway,  writing  to  the  Times  about  the 
matter,  says:  "  Mr.  C.  F.  Rideal  is  well  known  to  the  Sosiety 
of  Authors,  through  his  association  with  the  defunct 
Roxburghe  Press.  Several  of  our  members  had  cases  against 
him,  but  he  left  England  early  in  1898,  and  was  adjudicated 
bankrupt  on  April  21  of  that  year."  We  may  add  that 
Mr.  Rideal  began  his  career  as  clerk  in  a  wholesale  drug- 
house.  He  has  no  connection  with  Dr.  Samuel  Rideal,  the 
well-known  analyst. 


Grafce^nDarfta  HppUet)  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller -General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 

When  "  no  claim  "  is  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  abstracts,  this 
implies  "  no  claim  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word  "  in 
inverted  commas. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  4, 1899.) 

"Night-cap,"  "Nutrose,"  and  "Warbler";  for  chemical 
substances  and  toilet-articles.  By  T.  Hedley  &  Co. 
(Limited),  City  Soap-works,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  225,557, 
225,559,  225,553,  225,560. 

"  Boronia,"  and  wording  on  circular  label  (essential  particular 
"Boronia");  for  skin-ointment.  Bv  the  Boronia  Company, 
1  The  Gable-,  Milward  Crescent,  Hastings.  216,811. 

" Hubbykueru  " ;  for  medicine.  By  W.  R.  Hope,  53  Heathfield 
Road,  Birmingham.  223,787. 

"  Antexema  " ;  for  medicine.  By  the  Antexema  Company, 
83  Castle  Road,  N.W.  224,036. 

"Eigolia";  for  a  pharmaceutical  and  toilet  preparation, 
By  Bayard,  Sons  &  Bayard  (Limited),  7  Golden  Square,  W. 
224,398,  224,397. 

"  Cottolene  "  ;  for  ingredients  in  salves,  poma  les,  &c.  By  the 
N.  K.  Fairbank  Company,  277  Dearbone  Street,  Chicago. 
U.S.A.  225,102. 

"  Zantol  "  (essential  particular  "  Zantol ") ;  for  an  ointment,  &c, 
By  T.  Jackson,  43  Great  Ducie  Street,  Strangeways,  Maa 
Chester.  225,344. 

"  Epicarin  "  ;  for  a  pharmaceutical  product.  By  Parb.  voimals 
F.  Bayer  &  Co.,  Konigstrasse  27,  Elberfeld,  German  v. 
225,437. 

"  YellOC  "  ;  for  medical  and  pharmaceutical  paper.  By  Colley's 
Patents  (Limited),  147  Great  Saffron  Hill,  E.C.  225,449. 

"Tonine,"  and  signature,  &c,  on  label  (essential  particular 
"  Tonine ") ;  for  aerated  beverage.  By  J.  Andrew  &  Co., 
lanyard  Lane,  Cumnock,  N.B.  216,107. 

"Adiposine"  (no  claim  for  "  Adipose  ") ;  for  toilet-articles.  By 
Delia  P.  Watson,  53  Conduit  Street,  W.  224,976. 

"  Eilsserp  " ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  S.  G. 
Presslie,  10  Bridge  Street,  Aberdeen.  225,236. 

"  Saljo  "  (no  claim  for  "  Sal ")  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet- 
articles.  By  H.  T.  F.  Grossman,  Rabenliorstrasse  2,  Dresden. 
225,329. 

"Quaker";  all  goods  in  Class  48.  By  R.  W.  Harrison  &  Co., 
48  Darwen  Street,  Blackburn.  225,501. 

{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  11,  1E99.) 
"  Spiritine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Spirit  ") ;  for  chemicals.  By  Spiritine 
(Limited),  5  Carteret  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.  225,392, 
225,393,  225,394. 

"  Anti-dustine  "  (no  claim  for  "Anti-dust");  for  chemical  sub- 
stances. By  Stern  Brothers,  57  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C. 
225,260. 

"  Siccoderm  " ;  for  corn-cure.  By  E,  G.  Inge,  Haslemere  Phar- 
macy, Haslemere.  219,440, 
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Corresponfcence, 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  ooncise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters, 
Wotice  to  with  or  without  a  nom: de-plume,  must  be  authen- 
*ent»**,°n"  ^ca^e^  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Pharmaceutical  Volunteers. 

Sib, — So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  there  are  not  many 
pill-rollers  in  the  Volunteer  Service,  but  there  must  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  fill  the  places  of  all  the  army  compounders 
who  may  be  called  upon  for  active  service,  and  Volunteer 
dispensers  might  be  a  gcod  addition  to  the  Medical  Service 
Corps  or  ambulance  detachments. 

It  is  alwajs  a  matter  of  regret  to  me  that  so  few  of  our 
profession  are  Volunteers.  Of  course,  the  long  hours  and 
personal  attention  required  in  our  business  make  it  difficult 
to  give  the  necessary  attendance  at  drill ;  but  when  we  lead 
every  day  of  chemists'  cricket,  golf,  and  bowling  matches, 
want  of  time  cannot  be  the  main  reason,  as  the  claims 
of  drill  are  not  half  so  exacting  as  those  of  golf.  Every 
business-man — even  a  poor  chemist — must  have  recreation, 
and  is  the  better  of  having  a  hobby,  and  my  experience  is 
that  nothing  is  more  interesting,  useful,  and  effective  than 
Volunteering.  I  have  been  a  Volunteer  for  over  thirty-five 
years,  and  am  satisfied  that  I  have  been,  and  am,  the  better 
for  it  in  every  way. 

Mr.  Gibson's  idea  of  compiling  a  list  of  chemist  Volunteers 
is  a  good  one,  would  be  extremely  interesting,  and  might 
also  tend  to  increase  the  list — in  my  opinion  a  very  desirable 
object.    I  will  be  glad  to  give  what  help  I  can. 

Yours  truly, 

D.  Stobrab  [Lieut-Colonel]. 

Kirkcaldy,  September  27. 

Sib, — As  an  old  Volunteer  I  cannot  profess  to  be  able  to 
speak  with  the  knowledge  I  had  a  year  or  so  ago,  but  my 
impression  is  that  an  association  formed  on  the  lines  indi- 
cated would  not  do  any  good,  as  the  common  interests  of  a 
business,  no  matter  what,  have  little  to  do  with  the  interest 
of  Volunteering.  If  the  chemists  formed  an  association, 
why  not  the  drapers,  the  grocers,  &c.  ?  all  cf  which  would 
tend  to  divert  the  attention  of  individuals  from  their  drill, 
target-practice,  &c.  This  may  not  be  the  opinion  of  others. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Ex-Sekgeant.    (125/55 ) 

Sib,— I  anxiously  awaited  your  last  issue  of  the  C.  §  B. 
to  see  how  many  pharmacist  Volunteers  would  respond  to 
your  invitation  to  give  their  opinion  as  to  the  value  of,  and 
interest  in,  an  annual  list  being  published  of  all  pharmacists 
in  the  Service.  I  confess  I  am  a  good  deal  disappointed  that 
no  one  has  responded.  Both  pharmacists  and  Volunteers  are 
very  modest  people,  and  do  not  generally  like  to  air  their 
services  to  the  B  P.  before  the  world  ;  so  that,  when  the  two 
are  combined,  you,  Sir,  cannot  expect  to  have  long  lists 
furnished  you  of  "  possibles "  made  at  the  butts,  stripes, 
medals,  prize-winnings,  &c. 

For  my  part,  I  think  it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  to 
have  such  a  list — I  mean  of  Service  pharmacists — and 
that  it  might  perhaps  be  of  great  use.  We  have  the 
present  Tiansvaal  business,  for  an  example.  If  a  handful 
of  undisciplined  farmers  are  going  to  call  forth  the  cream  of 
our  army,  what  would  become  of  us  should  we  be  at  logger- 
heads with  one  of  the  Powers?  I  venture  to  think  that 
then  any  offer  of  assistance  from  a  pharmacist  as  com- 
pounder would  be  very  acceptable.  All  Volunteers,  I  take 
it,  glory  in  the  services  rendered  during  the  Egyptian 
campaign  by  a  detachment  of  the  21th  Middlesex.  I  know 
at  the  time  I  only  wished  I  was  one  of  them. 

Ex-Private  T.  Morley  Taylor  points  out  that  in  the  event 
of  the  mobilisation  of  the  Volunteers  for  active  service  the 
duty  of  pharmacist  Volunteeers  would  be  with  their  corps. 
Of  course,  that  is  so ;  and  for  my  own  part  I  rejoice  in  it, 


for  I  should  have  a  very  big  "  hump "  on  if  I  were  left 
behind  to  the  pestle  and  mortar,  while  my  comrades  were  at 
the  front  winning  their  laurels.  If  any  case  of  urgency 
should  amve,  and  pharmacist  Volunteers  were  required  as 
compounders,  there  would  be  a  great  many  willing  to  give 
their  services,  and,  if  their  country  needed  them,  even  to 
deny  themselves  their  chances  of  a  V.O.  Having  had 
fifteen  years'  experience  in  the  Service,  I  should  very  mush 
like  to  assure  any  apprentice,  associate,  or  member  of  our 
craft  who  has  a  liking  for  a  red  coat  that  he  would  never 
regret  the  day  he  became  a  soldier  of  our  Queen. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

L.  N.  Cord  en,  Colour-Sergeant, 

2nd  V.B.  Koyal  Sussex  Regiment. 
Pnlborough,  October  11. 

[We  have  had  conversations  with  several  gentlemen  in  different 
branches  of  the  Volunteer  Service,  and  they  are  not  at  all  enthu- 
siastic about  Mr.  Gibson's  proposal.  Supporters  of  the  movement 
must  look  alive. — Ed.] 

Fulham  Dispensing. 

Sib, — Now  that  the  Fulham  papers  a^e  displaying  gory- 
hued  contents -bills  headed  "  Fulham  Vestry  whacked  by 
local  chemist,"  I  should  1  ke  to  be  allowed  to  place  on  record 
my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  who  so  generously 
gave  his  services  in  my  defence,  and  whose  evidence  in  the 
witness-box  confounded  the  foolish  arguments  of  the  pro- 
secution. I  would  like  also  to  point  out,  in  passing,  how 
important  it  is  in  a  case  of  this  kind  to  have  a  witness  who, 
to  his  qualification  of  expert  analyst,  adds  that  of  a 
pharmaceutical  chemis1;.  When  the  prosecuting  counsel 
sneeringly  asked,  "  Yes  !  you  are  an  F.C.S.,  &c,  we  know,  but 
do  you  know  anything  about  the  dispensing  of  medicines  1 " 
and  the  gentleman  by  his  side  grinned  in  fatuous,  antici- 
patory triumph,  it  was  cheering  and  instructive  to  mark  the 
limp  expression  of  dismay  which  overspread  their  features 
when  the  witness  replied,  "lam  qualified  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  dispense  medicines."  It  is  interesting 
also  to  note  that,  without  going  outside  my  own  small 
stock  of  family  silver,  I  was  able  to  find  eight  tea- 
spoons, each  one  a  different  pattern  and  a  different 
size,  ranging  from  55  to  125  minims  capacity.  Thus,  the 
prescriber  was  ordering  from  J  oz.  to  ^  oz.  of  a  harmless 
saline  solution.  Had  he  ordered  a  patient  to  take  from 
|  oz.  to  2  oz.  of  Epsom  salts,  his  sense  of  the  ridiculous 
would  have  prevented  his  carping  at  1  or  2  gr.  hypo- 
thetically  in  excess  per  oz — though  2  oz.  has  been  known 
to  cause  death.  Perhaps  the  sense  of  the  ridiculous  was 
atrophied  in  this  case,  although  careful  observation  at  the 
trial  revealed  no  indications  of  a  sense  of  the  sublime,  or 
even  common  sense,  to  compensate  for  the  absence  of  the 
former.  That  the  doctors  are  hostile  (when  not  con- 
temptuous) in  regard  to  such  proceedings  is,  I  think,  shown 
by  the  fact  that  more  than  twenty  local  medical  m  en  have  ex- 
pressed to  me  their  indignation  at  the  prosecution  and  their 
sympathy  with  me. 

The  costs,  of  course,  have  been  heavy,  and  there  seems 
little  likelihood  of  the  Vestry  beicg'  made  to  dif  gorge,  unless 
official  representations  be  made  to  them.  It  is  within  my 
personal  knowledge  that  several  other  prosecutions— in  most 
cases  charges  of  deficient  quantity  of  iodide — were  pending, 
awaiting  the  decision  of  my  case.  It  is  not  likely  now  that 
any  more  will  be  heard  of  them. 

Yours  truly, 

Fulham,  October  18.  Keith  Longstaff. 

Poisons  and  Suicides. 

Sib, — I  have  frequently  been  astonished  at  the  remarks 
which  some  coroners  are  reported  to  have  made  respecting 
the  sale  of  poisons.  In  one  of  your  recent  issues  a  medical 
man  is  reported  to  have  said  "  it  was  a  pity  that  chemists 
for  the  sake  of  a  few  pence  should  sell  such  deadly  poisons," 
I  think  this  was  in  reference  to  salt  of  sorrel.  In  your  issue 
of  October  14  there  are  more  remarks  to  the  same  effect. 
It  seems  to  me  that  some  coroners  and  some  medical  men 
are  thoroughly  ignorant  of  what  are  poisons,  and  of  the 
almost  universal  use  of  them.  I  have  sold  as  many  as  eighty 
pennyworths  of  oxalic  acid  in  one  day,  and  yet  never  had  a 
single  case  of  poisoning  by  it.  My  wonder  is,  seeing  such 
an  enormous  amount  of  it  is  sold,  that  accidental  poisonings 
are  not  more  common.    But  if  we  are  put  under  restrictions 
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with  regard  to  the  sale  of  salt  of  lemon  and  of  sorrel,  why 
not  include  tartaric  and  citric  acio  .'  —nay,  for  that  matter  why 
not  include  chloride  of  sodium  too,  a  teaspoonf  ul  of  which  at 
every  dinner,  breakfast,  and  supper  killed  a  commercial 
traveller  !  As  regatds  coroners  and  juries.  One  wanted  to 
pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  me  b3cause  I  sold  a  lady  some 
essence  of  almonds  in  the  month  of  May,  and  she  committed 
suicide  with  it  in  the  following  August!  This  was  some 
thirty  years  since,  when  it  was  not  usual  to  be  so  sharp  in 
labelling  such  every-day  thiDgs  "  Poison."  Before  the 
censure  was  quite  passed,  I  told  the  Coroner  I  would  not 
have  it,  and  asked  if  he  had  not  in  his  own  kitchen  some- 
thing similar,  void  of  careful  labelling,  and  if  he  had  would 
he  share  the  vote  of  the  jury  with  me.  The  vote  of  censure 
was  withdrawn  because,  as  I  suppose,  a  faint  suspicion  of 
its  absurdity  came  over  them. 

If  instead  of  stupidly  blaming  the  chemists  and  druggists, 
who  are  often  more  sinned  against  than  sinning,  coroners 
would  try  to  affix  the  stigma  on  the  real  criminals—  i  e  ,  the 
suicides,  and  in  some  cases,  those  whose  unkind  treatment 
drive  them  to  taking  their  lives — they  would  do  far  more  to 
stop  suicide  than  they  are  doing  now. 

Yours  truly, 

G.  E.  B.    (142/73  ) 

Tit  for  Tat. 

Sie, — In  your  issue  of  October  7  I  notice  under  "the 
tragic  death  of  au  Eastbourne  doctor,"  that  "  the  occasional 
glimpses  we  get  of  the  inside  of  a  medical  man's  dispensary 
are  simply  alarming."  Now,  from  your  same  issue  I  take  an 
advertisement,  worded  as  follows:  — 

Wanted,  an  energetic  assistant,  about  25  to  30  years  of  age,  for 
a  country  business ;  one  competent  to  take  charge  in  the  absence 
of  principal,  and  a  good  prescriber. 

You  will  kindly  note  the  words  in  italics.  If  a  doctor  is 
not  to  make  up  his  own  medicines,  why  should  a  chemist 
prescribe?  Don't  you  think  it  is  six  of  one  and  half-a- 
clozen  of  the  other  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 
Jersey,  October  13.  Subsceibee.  (142/33.) 

[Precisely  ;  but  where  doctors  do  not  dispense,  chemists  do  not 
prescribe.  That  is  the  condition  we  are  trying  to  further.  Will 
"  Subscriber  "  help  us  ? — Ed.] 

A  Pharmaceutical  Insurance  fund. 
Sie, — We  have  again  the  appeal  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  the  Benevolent  Fund.  I  have  been  a  sm>dl  sub- 
scriber for  many  years,  and  no  one  has  more  sympathy  for 
it  than  myself.  We  start  in  life  and  launch  into  the  future 
in  hope)  of  providing  for  old  age,  but,  alas  .'  how  many  of 
us  reach  that  happy  state  ?  The  Benevolent  Fund  may  no 
doubt  be  very  good,  but  we  want  something  better.  If 
10,000  do  not  contribute  anything  to  its  support,  does  it  not 
prove  that  it  is  a  failure?  Without  insinuating  that 
officialism  has  a  better  share  in  it,  like  our  suffering  pcor 
in  our  workhouses,  would  it  not  be  better  if  we  had  a 
mutual  insurance,  whereby  every  member  paid  according  to 
the  age  of  entrance,  so  that  at  the  age  of  60  to  70  he  would 
ba  free  from  the  so-called  Benevolent  Fund  and  the  votes  of 
the  Society  1  I  simply  suggest  this  to  abler  men  to  work  it 
out. 

I  have  spoken  to  many  young  men,  as  an  old  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  and  asked  them  Why  don't  you  go  in  for 
the  Major?  The  answer  is  it  does  not  pay.  When  will  it 
pay  ?  Not  till  we  have  an  old-age  pension  to  ourselves,  and 
not  till  then  must  we  look  for  Major  men.  I  shall  pay  no 
more,  as  I  am  leaving  the  country,  but  hope  your  subscribers 
will  follow  it  on,  and  keep  the  ball  rolling  until  the  object 
is  obtained.  '       Yours  truly, 

An  Old  Bloomsbuby  Student.  (144/40.) 

Visual-optics  Class. 
Mr.  T.  Gardner,  57  Beaconsfield  Road,  South  Tottenham, 
writes  to  say  that  there  are  possibly  cbembts,  or  iheir 
assistants,  who  would  be  able  to  attend  a  class  on  visual 
optics  at  8  30  to  10  at  the  Northampton  Institute.  The 
present  class  is  held  at  7  o'clock;  but  Dr.  R.  Mullineux 
Walmsley,  the  Principal,  has  intimated  that  he  will  arrange 
for  a  class  at  the  later  hour  if  twenty  names  of  persons 
desirous  of  attending  are  given  in. 


The  Novelist  and  the  Dispenser. 

Sie, — If  your  inspiriting  correspondent,  Mr.  Reid,  looks  at 
this  month's  HarmsJvoHh  Magazine,  he  must  surely  feel  that 
the  latest  sin  of  Dr.  Conan  Doyle  has  been  avenged. 

An  imaginative  artist  represents  the  novelist  engaged  in 
"poor  and  unworthy  work — work  which  any  weakliDg  might 
have  done  as  well."  The  balance  in  the  picture  is  also  "  poor 
and  unworthy,"  while  the  "shop  rounds"  appear  to  be 
without  labels.  Could  his  bitterest  foe  have  been  more 
unkind  ?  Yours,  &c, 

Anon.   (147/3 ) 

Seigel's  Farthings. 

Sie, — We  have  sent  the  following  reply  to  A.  J.  White 
(Limited)  as  to  their  agreement,  which  we  shall  not  trouble 
to  sign , 

Faithfully  yours, 
Kingston-on-Tharr.es,  E.  C.  Tamplin  &  Son. 

October  18. 

Gentlemen, — You  can  do  as  you  like  about  cutting  off  supplies  ; 
we  do  not  care.  We  have  never  yet  cut  prices.  The  firms  whose 
names  you  Haunt  in  your  circular  have.  Your  profit  is  useless  to 
us,  as  we  are  in  business  to  live,  and  you  could  not  live  on  the 
profit  you  oiler  us,  which  is  exactly  one  farthing  per  bottle  after 
paying  Messrs.  Barclay  (who  have  also  to  live)  12s.  3(2.  per  dozen. 
For  we  beg  to  inform  you  that  we,  with  hundreds  of  other 
chemists,  are  not  in  a  position  to  take  5/.  lots  of  all  the  articles 
cut  to  catch  trade  by  those  who  aim  at  the  extinction  of  the 
ordinary  retailer.  E.  C.  Tamplin  &  Son. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  sub  jects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.  When  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 


Notice  to 
Querists. 


26/11.  Pax  sends  the  following  series  of  prescriptions 
which  he  uses  for  counter-prescribing,  and  asks  us  to  tell 
him  what  is  the  best  time  to  take  each  of  the  mixtures  : — 


1. 

7. 

Potas.  bicarb.  ... 

...  5)j. 

Ammon.  carb.... 

...    gr.  80 

Spt.  amm.  ar.  ... 

...  5'V. 

Tr.  scilloe 

..  5iij. 

Inf.  gent,  ad  ... 

...    lb.  ss. 

Vin.  ipecac.  ... 

..  5«j. 

Tr.  cinch,  co.  ... 

..  5iij- 

2. 

Syr.  papav. 

..  5vj. 

Acid.  nit.  dil.  ... 

...  5ij. 

Mist,  camph.  ad 

...    lb.  ss. 

Inf.  gent,  ad  .... 

...    lb.  ss. 

8. 

Spt.  jether.  nit. 

■•  5'ij. 

3. 

Spt.  amm.  ar.... 

..  5>ij. 

Sodii  bicarb.  ... 

...  r>ij. 

Tiiq.  amm.  ac... 

•  • 

Spt.  amm,  ar. ... 

...  fSiv. 

Aq.  ad  

..     11).  ss. 

Dec.  aloes  cone. 

...  Si- 

9. 

Syr.  zingib. 

...  oj- 

Acid,  nitric,  dil. 

..  5ij. 

Aq.  ad  

...    lb.  ss. 

Ext.  cascar.  ... 

..  ?)iss. 

Inf.  quass.  ad ... 

..    lb.  ss. 

4. 

10. 

Mag.  sulph.  ... 

-  5j. 

Acid,  sulph.  ar. 

...  5ij. 

Acid,  sulph.  ar. 

...  5j. 

Tr.  opii ... 

...   in.  80 

Aq.  ad  

...    lb.  ss. 

Aq.  ad  ... 

...    lb.  S3. 

1L. 

5. 

Pulv,  rhei 

..    gr.  80 

Potas.  iodidi  ... 

...  5ji 

...  Sj- 

Mag.  carb.  pond. 

■■  5ij- 

Liq.  hyd.  perch. 

Sodii  bicarb.  ... 

..  5i. 

Tr.  cinch,  co.  .. 

...  5iv. 

Spt.  amm.  ar. ... 

..  5'v. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad 

...    lb.  ss. 

Syr.  zingib 

••  .Vj. 

Aq.  ad  

...    lb.  ss. 

6. 

12. 

Potas.  iodidi  ... 

...    gr.  80 

Acet.  scillce  ... 

5ij. 

Vin.  colchici  ... 

...  5ij- 

Acid,  nitric,  dil. 

...  5j. 

Tr.  buchu 

...  5ij. 

Potas.  bromid. 

...  5j- 

Tr.  lryoscy. 

...  5ij. 

Tr.  bellad. 

..   in.  30 

Aq.  ad  ... 

...    lb.  ss. 

Syr.  ad  

..  5iv. 

[Mixtures  containing  iron  and  arsenic  require  to  be  taken 
just  after  meals.    Acid  mixtures  given  before  meals  check 
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excessive  gastric  secretion  and  stimulate  the  appetite ;  if 
alter  meals,  the  digestion  is  accelerated  by  supplying 
deficiency  of  acid  and  tone.  Alkalies  are  given  after  meals 
in  cases  of  excessive  acidity  of  the  stomach.  Slowly  acting 
purgatives  are  best  given  overnight,  quickly  acting  ones 
before  breakfast.  Soporifics  act  beat  when  given  in  the 
evening.  The  mixtures  given  on  p.  683  which  do  not  fall  under 
the  above  notes  are  best  taken  between  meals,  except, 
pe  rhaps,  the  case  of  No.  5,  which  is  given  after  meals,  when 
it  is  best  tolerated  by  the  stomach.] 

125/25.  A.  W.  H. — (1)  The  Major  Examination  occu- 
pies at  least  three  days.  First  the  candidates  have  a  day  cf 
practical  work,  and  if  they  succeed  in  that  they  go  on  to 
the  written  portion,  which  occupies  two  days.  The  latter 
provision  of  the  by-laws,  which  states  that  a  candidate 
shall  be  examined  in  botany,  materia  medica, chemistry,  and 
physics,  "  or  any  two  of  them,"  has  not  yet  been  made  a 
regulation. 

124/6.  Pills. — We  cannot  understand  your  failure  to 
make  "Household  Ammonia"  of  a  cloudy  appearance  if 
you  used  either  of  the  recipes  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 
The  only  cause  of  failure  we  can  think  of  is  the  use  of  hard 
water  instead  of  distilled  water. 

125/31.  Radix. — All  that  the  Ginger-wine  requires  is 
pasteurisation.  After  filtering  it  through  a  twill  bag  at  the 
end  of  fermentation,  heat  it  to  160°  F.,  and  keep  it  at  that 
for  half  an  hour,  and  store  in  bottles  or  ca3ks  which  have 
been  scalded. 

125/71.  C.  H.  E.  L.—We  understand  that  Westminster 
College  still  keeps  up  the  postal  system  for  the  Minor. 

125/34.    C.  O—  Red  Carboy-colour:  — 

Tr.  iodi   §ij. 

Ac.  hydrochlor,    3j. 

Aqute  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    Cong.  ij.  vel  q.s. 

The  colour  of  this  solution  is  varied  by  dilution,  but  is  per- 
manent.   A  brighter- redicolour  is  made  as  follows : — 

Potass,  biclirom  Sviij. 

Ac.  sulph  Jij. 

Aquoe  Cong.  ij.  vel  q.s. 

130/28.  Salol. — Glycerin  and  Cucumber.— It  is  some 
time  since  we  published  a  formula  for  this.  You  will  find 
the  following  very  good  : — 

Cucumber  pomade   ...  ...  ...  §iiss. 

Powdered  white  soap  ...  ...  fyv. 

Powdered  borax       ...  ...  ...  9ij. 

Hot  water      ...       ...  ...  ...  Jxxv. 

Dissolve  the  soap  and  borax  in  the  water,  and  to  this  add  the 
melted  pomade.    Shake  till  nearly  cold,  and  add — 

Oil  of  lemongrass   ri\y. 

Essence  of  jasmin    5j. 

Spirit  of  rose  ...    3j. 

Glycerin   Sviij. 

Mix. 

118/74.  Felix. — There  is  no  other  book  which  covers  the 
ground  of  "  Veteriniry  Counter-practice."  The  following 
are  the  titles  and  prices  of  some  of  the  best-known  works  : — 
Williams's  "  Veterinary  Medicine,"  30.?.;  Miller's  "Diseases 
of  Live-stock,"  10s.  6d. ;  Mayhew's  "  Horse  Doctor,"  12s.  6d. ; 
Hill's  "Diseases  of  the  Dog,"  7s.  6d.;  Cresswell's  "Equine 
Medicine,"  10s.  6d. 

129/15.  J.  J. — Hub  linseed  oil  into  the  surface  of  the 
papier-miiche  table  that  has  been  injured  by  having  spirit 
of  wine  spilt  on  it. 

130/30.  W.  B.  &.— The  colour  of  the  camphorated  oil  is 
due  to  its  being  made  with  a  green  olive  oil.  There  is 
nothing  peculiar  about  the  odour  that  we  can  detect. 

124/40.  W.  B. — The  stomach-evacuator  mentioned  in 
"  Liseases  and  Remedies  "  is  a  piece  of  flexible  tube  of  about 
ij  inch  diameter.  Any  of  the  surgical-instrument  houses  will 
know  what  you  require,  if  you  mention  the  use  it  will  be 
put  to. 


126/18.  Tomatoes. — There  are  two  recipes  for  Tomato 
Sauce  or  Catsup  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  266. 
Here  is  another : — 

Pipe  tomatoes    \  bushel 

Horseradish,  grated   2  roots 

Salt   ...    8  oz. 

Black  pepper   \  oz. 

Cayenne        ...       ...       ...       ...  30  gr. 

Cloves  60  gr. 

Allspice         ...       ...       ...       ...  60  gr. 

Marjoram-leaves     ...       ...       ...      J  oz. 

Treacle    i  lb. 

Vinegar   40  oz. 

Cook  the  tomatoes  in  the  vinegar  till  soft,  allow  to  cool,  add  the 
other  ingredients,  and  pass  through  a  sieve.  The  thickness  of 
the  sauce  is  increased  by  adding  powdered  tragacanth     to  i  oz.). 

122/46.  India  (Rawalpindi). — The  manufacture  of  Ginger- 
beer  : — 

Bruised  Jamaica  ginger     ...       ...  3  lbs. 

Tartaric  acid   i  lb. 

Lemons        ...       ...    50 

Gum  arabic  ...       ...       ...       ...  2  oz. 

Rose-water    ...       ...       ...       ...  2  pints. 

Sugar                                      ...  50  lbs. 

Salicylic  acid ...       ...       ...       ...  i  gr. 

Water   £0  gals. 

Exhaust  the  ginger  and  grated  lemon-peel  by  infusing  it  with 
three  separate  quantities  of  boiling  water  so  that  50  gals,  of 
infusion  result.  Strain  the  infusion  into  a  tub  in  which  the  acid, 
cut-up  lemons,  gum,  sugar,  and  salicylic  acid  have  been  placed, 
and  when  they  are  dissolved  allow  the  liquor  to  cool  to  75°  F.  ; 
add  about  a  pint  of  brewer's  yeast  or  h  lb.  of  compressed  yeast, 
and  allow  to  ferment  for  six  hours.  This  done,  strain,  add  the 
rose-water,  and  bottle, 

The  object  of  the  salicylic  acid  is  to  partially  contr  ol  fer- 
mentation, which  in  hot  countries  is  apt  to  proceed  too 
briskly.  Some  makers  of  ginger-beer  do  not  add  yeast,  but 
allow  the  fermentation  to  take  place  spontaneously,  when 
the  necessary  yeast-cells  and  micro-organisms  are  supplied 
from  the  air.  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell  have  recently 
worked  out  a  process  in  which  essences  of  ginger  and  lemon 
are  used,  and  the  trouble  of  exhausting  the  ginger  avoided. 

122/66.  Phellandrcne. — Cineol,  not  phellandrene,  is  the 
active  principle  of  eucalyptus  oils.  A  certificate  from  an 
Australian  analyst  which  states  that  phellandrene  is  the 
chief  constituent  of  eucalyptus  oil  is  worthless.  Phellandrene 
is  rarely  absent  from  eucalyptus  oils,  but  when  much  is 
present  cineol  is  absent.  Hence  you  will  see  the  purport  of 
the  B  P.  test  for  its  exclusion. 

143/5.  Bambose. — Mistura  acacite  is  mucilage  of  acacia. 
The  came  survives  from  the  London  Pharmacopoeia.  It 
might  be  noted,  however,  that  the  "  National  Formulary " 
gives  the  name  to  a  solution  of  acacia  (75)  and  sugar  (75) 
in  water  (850). 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


137/72.  What  is  Anthropine  1 

141/53.  What  is  "  Lyptal"  ? 

140/59.  Dr.  Dunlop's  pills :  name  and  address  of  maker 
wanted. 

144/50.  Who  are  the  makers  of  chocolate-coloured  plastic 

hose  1 

135/56.  Makers  of  or  agent  for  "  Yolkine,"  a  substitute 
for  eggs,  used  by  confectioners. 

134/31.  Present  address  of  M.  Harris,  late  of  67  Tennyson 
Road,  Stratford,  manufacturer  of  asthma  powder  and  cigar- 
ettes. 

66/4.  The  address  of  manufacturers  of  lead  bottle, 
capsules  (large  and  small) ;  also  the  address  of  printers  of 
fancy  cards  for  carded  goods ;  also  printers  of  labels,  &c, 
suitable  for  same  class  of  trade. 
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The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prices 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  in  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.:  October  19. 

THE  leading  feature  of  the  market  since  our  last  report 
has  been  three  consecutive  advances  in  the  official 
price  of  quinine,  which  has  risen  from  llgd  to  Is.  2d. 
per  oz.,  and  one  or  two  makers  are  not  sellers  at  this  figure. 
The  market  altogether  is  in  a  curious  position,  and  it  is 
generally  understood  that  makers  advanced  their  quotations 
in  order  to  counteract  the  "  bear "  sellers,  and  those  who 
have  oversold  for  October  delivery  will  be  hard  hit.  In 
crude  drugs  there  has  been  fair  activity,  moderate  quantities 
of  Sumatra  benzoin  and  ipecacuanha  having  chaDged  hands. 
Cod-liver  oil  is  advancing  in  Norway,  and  the  lowest  price 
now  quoted  here  is  63s.  6d.  per)  barrel,  c.i.f.  The  sub- 
joined table  shows  the  other  movements  of  the  week  : — 


Higher 

Pinner 

Easier 

Lower 

Amnion,  mur. 
Lycopodium 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Oil,  turpentine 
Opium 

Pepper,  black 
Quinine 
Saffron 
Spermaceti 

Benzoin 
Capsicums 
Cinnamon 
Copper 

sulphate 
Menthol 
Oil,  anise,  star 
Soda  acetate 
Soda  nitrate 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Shellac 

The  following  drugs  have  arrived  at  British  ports  between 
October  12  and  18, both  inclusive:— Aniseed  (Chinese),  10;  aniseed 
oil,  20 ;  buchu,  3 ;  cajaput  oil,  50 ;  cardamoms,  15 ;  chamomiles, 
20  ;  cinchona,  653  ;  cochineal,  135  ;  cod-liver  oil,  235  ;  croton-seed, 
23;  essential  oils  (from  Hong-Kong),  25;  eucalyptus  oil,  54; 
gentian,  49 ;  gum  arabic,  543  (E.I.),  105  (from  Trieste)  ;  gum 
olibanum,  102;  gum  (unenumerated,  from  Persia),  2,169 ;  honey 
(Jam.)  73,  (Ital.)  100;  kola-nuts,  3;  lime-juice  (W.I.),  317; 
liquorice-root,  415;  nux  vomica,  1,000  ;  oil,  castor  (Ital.)  30,  (E.I.) 
100;  opium  144,  (from  Calcutta)  37;  orris  (Ital.),  42;  quinine 
sulphate,  214  (cases) ;  sarsaparilla,  1 ;  senna,  347 ;  tamarinds 
(E.I.),  165  ;  turmeric,  62 ;  vanilla,  6 ;  wax,  bees'  (Jam.)  23,  (E.I.) 
88  ;  wax,  Japanese,  128. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These  prices  are  for  other  market- centres  than  London.'] 

The  heavy-chemical  market  remains  practically  unchanged  as 
regards  its  main  features,  and  reports  from  the  Tyne,  Clyde,  and 
Lancashire  districts  point  to  a  continued  activity  and  a  general, 
steady,  and  brisk  all-round  demand.  Export  orders  particularly 
arc  numerous  just  at  present.  In  the  home  trade  instructions 
for  delivery  against  existing  contracts  are  coming  in  freely,  but 
the  covering  of  forward  requirements  is  not  so  brisk  as  it  has 
been.  Prices  generally  are  well  maintained  for  all  products,  and 
there  seems  little  likelihood  of  any  decline. 

In  Alkali-produce  there  is  no  change.  Bleaching-powder, 
caustic  soda,  and  soda  crystals  are  all  firm,  and  moving  well. 

Coal-tar  Products  keep  in  better  demand,  and  prices  are 
firm.  Pitch,  creosote,  and  carbolic  acids  have,  if  anything,  an 
upward  tendency.  Benzols  are  now  quoted — 90  per  cent.,  9r7. ; 
50  per  cent.,  IQhd.  to  lid. 

Magnesium  Salts. — Sulphate  (Epsom  salts)  unchanged  at  60s. 
to  62s.  6d.  per  ton  in  bags  on  rails,  and  firm  thereat.  Carbonate, 
37s.  6(7.  to  40.?.  per  cwt.    Calcined  magnesia,  Is.  to  Is.  4(1  per  lb. 

Chloride  op  Magnesium,  57s.  6(7.  to  60s.  per  ton. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  are  in  good  demand,  with  prices 
very  firm  and  tending  towards  advance.  Linseed  cakes — 95  per 
cent.,  pure,  81.  5s.  to  81.  10s. ;  oilcakes,  77.  5s.  to  77. 10s. ;  cotton- 
cakes — best  makes,  57.  10s. ;  and  seconds,  51.  2s.  6d.  to  51.  7s,  6d. 

Becovebed  Sulphur  in  good  request,  and  firm  at  4/.  15s.  to 
51.  per  ton  in  bags  on  rails. 


Sulphate  op  Ammonia  is  still  easy,  and  tends  toward  a  further 
decline.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week  were  rather  heavier,  and 
amounted  to  425  tons. 

Colours  are  in  good  all-round  demand,  and  prices  are  steady. 
Mineral  black  ordinary,  3s.  to  3s.  3c?.;  and  best  qualities,  4s.  to 
4s.  6d  ;  lamp-black,  5s.  to  7s.  6(7.,  according  to  quality ;  pure 
ivory  black,  13s.  6d.  to  14s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Ultramarine,  40s.  to 
45s.  Yellows,  9s.  to  16s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.  Pulp 
yellows,  30s.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  Pure  chrome,  50s.  per  cwt.  Ochres 
unchanged — French  J.  F.,  67.  5s.  to  67.  10s.  and  French  J.  C, 
62s.  6d  to  65s.  per  ton.  English  ochres,  from  60s.  per  ton 
upwards,  according  to  shade  and  strength.  Umber — Devonshire, 
4^s.  6(1  to  60s. ;  Turkish  raw,  71  10s.  per  ton.  Oxide  of  iron — . 
finest,  201 ;  medium,  101  to  10/.  5s.  ;  and  common,  71 

Pearl  Hardening. — In  steady  request,  at  31  to  31  5s.  per  ton, 
f.o.b. 

Sulphate  of  Copper — Higher,  and  very  firm.  Liverpool, 
prompt,  251  10s.;  November-December,  261;  January-March 
261  10s.  per  ton. 

Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool,  October  18. 

The  market  in  Liverpool  has  been  rather  quiet,  and  there 
have  been  few  transactions  of  any  moment. 

Castor  Oil. — A  somewhat  retail  trade  has  been  done  at 
3^(7.  per  lb.  for  good  seconds  Calcutta,  which  is  the  firm  quota- 
tion. First-pressure  French  is  2\d.,  and  second  pressure  2^(1, 
per  lb. 

Cochin  Ginger. — There  are  one  or  two  inquiries,  but  the 
market  is  entirely  bare. 

Canary-seed. — In  slow  demand,  at  38s.  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Jaborandi-leaves. — Some  "  spurious  "  leaves  have  sold  at  6(7. 
per  lb. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — An  arrival  of  19  barrels  has  taken  place  \ 
which  will  shortly  be  put  up  for  auction. 

Turmeric. — There  are  inquiries  for  Madras,  but  there  are  no 
sellers  under  37s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Quillaia-bark. — There  have  been  one  or  two  inquiries  for 
quantity,  but  no  business  has  transpired :  131  10s.  per  ton  is 
holders'  idea. 

Honey. — There  have  been  sales  of  liquid  Califomian  at 
47s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  and  some  doubtful  liquid  Chilian  brought  40s. 
There  have  also  been  considerable  sales  of  other  descriptions  of 
Chilian,  ranging  from  24s.  6(7.  to  29s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Eaviburg,  October  17. 

The  position  of  our  drug-market  has  undergone  little  change 
since  last  week,  although  in  several  articles  a  good  business  has 
been  done  at  improved  prices. 

Agar-agar  is  dearer  at  365m.  per  100  kilos. 

Aniseed  is  firm.  New  Russian  is  held  for  38m.  to  40m.  per  100 
kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Camphor. — Refined  has  shown  a  better  market  during  the  last 
few  days.  Refiners'  quotations  are  still  unchanged ;  but  second- 
hand has  advanced  to  325m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cocaine  is  firm;  second-hand  holders  quote  600m.  to  650m. 
per  kilo. 

Coca-leaves  are  dearer;  350m.  per  100  kilos,  will  buy. 
Ergot  of  Rye  remains  firm  ;  for  good  quality  420m.  per  100 
kilos,  is  asked. 

LvcoroDiUM  shows  a  strong  and  advancing  market,  with  a  good 
demand  at  340m.  to  350m.  per  100  kilos.  Russian  is  held  for 
400m. 

Quinine  is  dearer  ;  the  makers  have  raised  their  price  to  37m, 
per  kilo.,  but  only  sell  at  this  figure  to  consumers. 

Spermaceti  is  firm  and  dearer  at  280m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils. — Castor  is  tending  upward  ;  first  pressing  in  barrels  is 
held  to-day  for  54m.  to  54nm.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-hver  is  a  little 
dearer,  non-congealing  oil  being  quoted  at  58m.  per  barrel. 
Russian  anise  firm  at  13£m.  to  14m.  per  kilo.  Star  anise,  14m. 
per  kilo.  Peppermint  quiet — HGH  at  4.80m.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese 
at  7\m.  per  kilo. 

American  Market. 

New  York,  October  10. 

Business  is  steadily  improving,  and  the  drug-market  has  an 
animated  appearance.  There  is  a  better  demand  for  large  quanti- 
ties than  for  some  time  past,  and  dealers  have  abundant  confi- 
dence in  the  future. 

Opium  continues  firm,  and  the  demand  is  somewhat  better. 
Sales  of  case-lots  have  been  made  at  £3.15,  but  most  of  the  de- 
mand is  for  small  parcels  at  an  advance  of  5c.  to  10c.  per  lb. 

Quinine  is  very  active,  and  large  sales  are  reported  aggregating 
over  100,000  oz.  at  current  quotations.  Manufacturers  quote  22c. 
in  bulk,  and  second-hands  offer  at  21c.  per  oz.  The  market  is 
firmer. 

Citric  Acid  has  declined  lc,  and  is  offered  at  37c.  Sicilian 
acid  can  be  bought  lc.  cheaper. 
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Cascara  Sagrada. — New  bark  has  sold  at  4^c.  per  lb.  to  fill 
orders,  but  dealers  are  not  yet  willing  to  pay  this  price  generally. 
Holders  on  the  Pacific  coast,  however,  refuse  to  accept  less  at 
present.  Ii  is  doubtful,  in  view  of  the  large  crop,  whether  they 
will  be  able  to  maintain  their  stand.  Old  bark  is  firmer,  and 
holders  will  not  shade  5c.  to  6hc.  according  to  age. 

Buchu-leaves. — "  Short "  are  scarce,  and  holders  have  ad- 
vanced prices  to  19c.  to  22c.  and  offer  in  very  small  quantities. 
The  state  of  affairs  in  South  Africa  is  said  to  be  the  cause  of  the 
advance. 

Coca-leaves  continue  to  advance  steadily,  and  there  seems  no 
prospect  of  immediate  further  supplies.  Truxillo  are  held  at  24c. 
to  26c,  and  Huanuco  at  30c.  to  32c.  per  lb. 

Ergot  is  very  strorig  at  the  recent  advance.  Holders  ask  50c. 
for  Russian  and  63c.  to  65c.  per  lb.  for  Spanish,  and  are  not  anxious 
to  sell  at  these  figures. 

Ipecac,  is  in  good  supply,  but  improved  demand  is  keeping  up 
prices.  Sales  have  been  made  within  the  range  of  ft3.50  to  S3.75 
per  lb. 

Golden  Seal  (hydrastis)  is  in  limited  supply,  but  the  demand 
is  not  large  ;  56c.  will  buy. 

Jaborandi  are  higher  at  10c.  to  14c.  per  lb. 

Senna-leaves  are  scarce  and  prices  are  moving  upwards. 
Holders  offer  very  sparingly,  and  ask  10c.  to  20c.  for  Tinnevelly 
and  10c.  to  11c.  for  Alexandrian  broken. 

Senega-root  is  quoted  at  40c.  for  Western,  but  no  business  is 
passing.    Southern  has  been  advanced  to  37c. 

Serpentaria  is  firmer  owing  to  scarcity,  and  holders  have  ad- 
vanced prices  to  29c.  per  lb. 

Spermaceti  has  advanced  to  28c.  for  bulk  and  29c.  for  cakes, 
in  consequence  of  a  good  demand  for  export. 

Cablegrams. 

Smybna,  October  18,  5.4  P  m.  : — The  market  here  is  ad- 
vancing, and  the  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  abont  100 
cases  of  various  graces,  at  the  equivalent  of  from  8s  4cZ. 
per  lb.  to  8s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna. 

*  *  #  * 

Hamburg,  October  19,  1216  p.m.: — The  market  here  is 
firmer.  Lycopodium  is  now  selling  at  370m.  per  100  kilos., 
and  refined  camphor  in  second  haDds  has  reached  330m 
per  100  kilos.  Medicinal  cod-liver  oil  has  also  advanced, 
the  price  now  being  60m.  per  barrel. 

*  *         *  * 

New  Yobk,  October  19,  2  56  p.m.  : — This  market  is  very 
active,  and  owing  to  the  advance  of  quinine  to  303.  per  oz.  it 
is  in  an  excited  state.  Buchu  is  still  advancing,  the  present 
price  being  20c.  per  lb.  Senega  is  strongly  held  at  43j. 
per  lb.  Sassafras  is  scarce  at  83. ;  mandrake-root  is  firmer, 
4c.  per  lb.  being  now  wanted.  Cocaine  has  advanced  50c. 
per  cz.  Tinnevelly  secna  is  scarce,  and  the  price  is  ad- 
vancing. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citric. — Very  flat,  and  nothing  doing  at  from 
Is.  Hd.  to  Is.  4§<Z.  per  lb.  Foreign  is  quoted  at  Is.  3kd. 
per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartabic. — Steady  at  Is.  Id.  for  English  crystals 
and  Is.  to  Is  0^d.  per  lb.  for  foreign,  although  very  little  of 
the  latter  descuption  is  offered. 

Aloes. — A  few  cases  of  good  hard  bright  Cape  have  sold 
at  2Ss.  Qd.  r. er  cwt.  since  the  auctions. 

Ammonia,  Mubiate. — English  white  crystals  have  ad- 
vanced 11.  per  ton,  small  being  now  quoted  at  26s.  and  large 
crystals  at  28s.  per  cwb. ;  grey  has  advanced  to  23s.  6^.,  or  a 
rise  of  21.  per  ton. 

Areoavroot. — Quiet.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  one  lot 
of  Bermuda  sold  at  Is.  \0d.  per  lb.,  and  a  few  barrels  oE  St. 
Vincent's  at  <\\d.  to  Q^d.  per  lb  for  fair  to  good,  fine  being 
borght  in  at  b^d.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. — Small  sales  of  fair  to  good  quality  have 
been  made  at  50s.  to  75s.  par  cwt. 

Benzoin. — Since  the  auctions  there  has  been  a  fair  demand 
for  Sumatra,  resulting  in  sales  of  some  sixty  to  seventy  cases, 
at  from  51  to  51.  12s.  Qd.  for  ordinary  seconds,  np  to  31.  for 
fair  ditto.  The  article  has  an  upward  tendency,  and  tha 
stock  now  is  getting  into  smaller  compass. 

Camphor. — English  refined  is  firm  at  last  week's  advance. 
Although  the  German  refiners  do  not  intend  to  follow  the 
lead  on  this  occasion,  second-hand  holders  of  German  in 


Hamburg  have,  however,  raised  their  quotations  by  20m.  per 
100  kilos.,  and  are  not  eager  sellers.  On  this  market  ton-lots 
are  offered  at  Is.  6%d.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  in  second  hands,  and 
December  delivery  nas  been  sold  at  the  inside  figure.  Crude 
is  also  in  fair  inquiry,  but  it  is  difficult  to  hear  what  prices 
have  been  paid  ;  several  hundred  piculs  were  sold  on  Tuesday 
at  137s.  Qd.  spot  for  Japanese,  and  142s.  Qd.  is  now  wanted, 
with  buyers  at  136s  6rf,and  Cninese  is  quoted  frcm  Hong- 
Kong'at  140s.  c.i.f.,  with  buyers  at  135s. 

Chillies  sell  slowly  at  37s.  per  cwt.  spot  for  good 
bright  Japanese. 

Cinchona. — In  reference  to  the  Amsterdam  auctions  to 
be  held  on  November  2,  particulars  of  which  we  announced 
last  week,  we  learn  from  our  correspondent  that  the  total 
weight  of  the  bark  to  be  offered  is  507,936  kilos ,  consisting 
of  351562  kilos.  Ledgariina,  77,132  kilos.  Suocirubra,  and 
79  242  kilos,  hybrid.  Since  the  above  a  further  56D  bales 
and  25  cases  (53,394  kilos  )  bave  been  added,  making  the 
total  now  6  141  packages  (561330  kilos.).  The  exports  from 
Ceylon  for  the  week  ending  September  26  were  31,528  lbs., 
and  from  January  1  to  September  26  they  were  :— 

1899  1898  1837  1896 

Lbs.       ...      524,944      723,482      530,646  831,743 
Cinnamon. — Firmer,  with  sales  of  Ceylon,  usual  assort- 
ment, at  lOd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  Sjptemb'r-Ootober  delivery. 

Cocaine  remains  unchanged,  but  firm,  at  la;t  week's 
advance,  makers  not  being  free  sellers.  Second-hand  holders 
continue  to  ask  19s  Qd.  per  oz.,  less  5  per  cent,  for  B.  &  S. 

Copper  Sulphate — Quotations  have  again  advanced  to 
24£  10s  per  ton  spot,  and  Liverpool  25Z.  10s  for  prompt 
delivery,  and  26?.  to  2,51.  10s.  for  January  to  March  delivery, 
f.o.b. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — Sales  of  old  crop  Spanish  and  Russian 
have  been  made  this  week  at  2s.  per  lb.  Offers  of  new  crop 
Spanish  are  very  few,  one  quotation  being  2s  5a!.,  f.o.b.  Vigo, 
for  a  5- cwt.  lot. 

Galls  — Quiet  and  unchanged,  small  sales  of  Persian 
having  been  made  at  65s.  per  cwt.  for  blue,  57s  Qd.  for 
green,  and  white  zh  52s.  6d.  Chinese  steady,  at  59s.  Qd.  on 
the  spot  for  usual  shape,  and  56s  c.i.f.  ;  with  plum-shape  ao 
57s.  Qd  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Golden  Seal  is  quoted  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  c.i  f.,  and  private 
advices  report  that  stocks  in  New  York  are  very  low. 

Gum  Animi. — In  slow  demand,  but  held  for  higher  prices, 
medium  sorts  being  decidedly  dearer.  For  good  Zanzibar 
pale  only  a  few  soft,  111.  12s  6d.  was  refused  ;  good  hard 
bean  and  pea  size  sold  at  81.  10s.  to  81.  15s. ;  good  red  to 
slatey  61.  ;  soft  sorts,  part  specky  and  lean,  5/.  17s.  Qd.  ;  red 
and  slatey  sorts  mixed,  51. 10s  ;  pale  grains,  45s. ;  low  grains, 
33s. ;  low  pickings,  15s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Ababic. — There  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  so-called 
insoluble  Persian  sorts,  and  up  to  19s.  per  cwt.  has  been 
paid  for  "unworkei";  but  for  "worked"  21s.  is  wanted. 
Some  fresh  consignments  are  now  landing,  for  which  a  good 
demand  is  expected,  as  the  market  is  almost  bare  of  stock. 
In  Soudan  sorts  small  sales  have  been  made,  at  80s.  for  fine 
soft  and  62s.  6^  per  cwt  for  fair  hard. 

Gum  Copal. — Steady.  Borneo  (Kauri  character)  was 
mostly  bought  in  much  above  market  value,  a  few  odd  Iocs 
of  old  brown  selling  at  cheaper  rates.  Fine  bold  hard  white 
to  pinky,  62s  Qd. ;  fine  bard  pale  glassy  amber,  49s. ;  soft 
mixed  and  scraped  yellow,  37s  Qd. ;  ordinary  brown 
scraped,  34s.  ;  fine  pale  yellow,  few  reddish  soft,  34s.  Qd. ; 
soft  sorts,  24s.  Qd. ;  chips,  specky  hard  and  few  soft,  23s.  Qd.  ; 
hard  yellow  chips,  20s.  ;  soft,  drossy  mixed,  12s.  Qd  ;  dull 
brownish  nubbles,  19s. ;  soft  blocky  Macassar,  23s.  Qd.  to 
24s.  Qd. ;  dark  red  (damar  character),  15s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Damar. — Cheaper  in  auctioD,  the  demand  being 
chiefly  for  washing*,  which  mostly  sold  without  reserve  at 
from  2ls.  Qd.  to  23s.  for  Singapore;  pale  mealy  Batavian 
dust  brought  19s  to  19s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Kauri. — Quiet  in  auction,  medium  grades  beiDg 
dearer.  Fine  glassy  pale  white  sold  at  14/.  12s.  Qd.  ;  fine 
hard  glassy  amber,  10/.  10s. ;  good  hard  medium  to  dull, 
11.  10s  to  11  12s  Qd.;  pale  chios,  80s  to  81s. ;  fair  brown 
chir.s,  77s.  Qd. ;  blocky  dust,  2Ls. ;  and  low  brown  dust, 
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12s.  6d.  per  cwb.  Bash,  extra  superior  white,  81.  ;  good 
medium  bush,  51.  10s.  to  5/.  12s  6d. ;  extra  fine  hard  pale 
chips,  87s.  6d  ;  bush  chips,  bjld  palish,  68s  6d. ;  medium 
ditto,  56s. 

Gum  Tragacanth — The  principal  business  this  week 
has  been  in  low  gra.de  gum  ranging  from  51.  to  6!.  10s.  per 
cwb.  ;  small  sales  of  seconds  have  also  been  made  at  121.  15s. 
A  good  selection  of  Persian  quality  is  now  landing,  the 
demand  for  which  is  active,  as  this  is  sold  in  liea  of 
Bagdad  medium  qualities.  Of  hog  gum,  small  sales  of  fair 
Syrian  have  beeu  made  at  27s  6d.  A  few  lots  of  Smyrna 
seconds  have  been  placed  at  9/.  to  9/.  10s. ;  and  good  brown 
flake  6/.  10s.  per  cwb. 

Ipecacuanha  —Since  the  auctions  one  broker  has  sold 
the  balk  of  bis  catalogued  Rio  at  from  14s.  to  14s.  3d. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  There  have  been  no  arrivals 
this  week. 

Liquorice-boot  —Sales  of  good  clean  cut  Persian  root 
have  been  made  at  14s.  to  15s.  per  cwb.;  ordinary  rough  is 
practically  exhausted. 

Lycopodium, — Higher.  Cables  from  Russia  have  caused 
a  decidedly  stronger  feeling  among  holders,  and  prices  show 
an  advance  ab  from  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb  spob.  Hamburg 
and  bhe  United  Scates  have  been  heavy  buyers  lately. 

Manna. — New  crop  has  advanced  within  the  past  ten  days, 
best  white  flake  being  now  quote!  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
Palermo. 

Menthol. — Firmer  and  in  more  inquiry  at  8s.  3d.  per  lb 
epot,  which  figure  has  been  paid  for  five  case  lots  of 
Kubayashi  brand. 

Morphine  — Very  firm  at  unchanged  rates ;  from  second- 
hand there  is  practically  none  offered  now. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star. — Firmer,  with  small  sales  at  6s  to  6s.  Id. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot.  For  November-December  shipment  the 
quotation  is  6s.  O^d. 

Oil,  Cassia  — A.  small  business  has  been  done  at  4s.  3d. 
per  lb.  for  80  to  85  par  cent,  oil  in  second  hands. 

Oil,  Castor. — Firmly  held  and  in  fair  demand.  Italian 
tasteless  is  quoted  35s.  per  cwt.,  c.  and  f.,  or  38s.  ex  wharf, 
and  French,  in  cases,  35s.  6d.  on  the  spot.  The  Hull 
market  is  very  firm,  and  a  large  business  has  been  done. 
To-day's  quotations  ate: — Pure  firsts,  27/.  10s.  per  ton  in 
barrels  and  3\d.  per  lb.  in  cases ;  seconds,  26/.  10s.  per  ton 
in  barrels  and  3^d.  per  lb.  in  cases,  ex  wharf  London. 
Medicinal  oil  is  quoted  at  30Z.  per  ton  in  barrels  and  3^d. 
per  lb.  in  cases. 

Calcutta  advices,  dated  September  28,  report  that  a  further 
advance  was  registered  at  the  beginning  of  the  past  fortnight, 
and  sales  of  Liverpool  good  seconds  quality  were  made  up  to 
lO.lOr.  per  British  maund  for  immediate  delivery.  The  produc- 
tion continues  slow  and  stocks  remain  light. 

Oil,  Cod  liver  — Dearer.  Agents  here  now  quote  from 
63s.  to  65s.  per  barrel,  c  i  f.,  and  mostly  without  engagement. 
A  few  lots  have  been  sold,  but  so  far  only  small  lots  have 
been  dealt  in.  The  stocks  in  Bergen  are  light,  and  the 
United  States  has  been  making  some  goad  purchases 
of  late. 

Bebukn,  October  14. — The  market  for  non-congealing  cod-liver 
oil  is  again  firmer,  and  even  at  57s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  it  is 
difficult  to  find  sellers.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  are 
11,061  barrels,  against  6,403  last  year. 

_  Oil,  Eucalyptus  —Sales  of  Australian  Globulus  descrip- 
tion have  been  made  at  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  5%d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Japanese  cables  quote  "  unchanged, 
but  firm";  on  this  market  little  is  doing,  and  last  week's 
prices  hold  good. 

Opium. — Quiet,  but  steady,  with  small  sales  of  "drug- 
gists "  and  "  soft-shipping "  descriptions  at  full  rates.  No 
business  is  reported  in  Persian  kinds,  and  quotations  are 
unchanged  at  12s.  3d.  to  12s  6d.  for  fine. 

Constantinople,  October  10.— Owing  to  favourable  weather 
for  fall-sowings  opium  has  taken  a  slight  downward  turn,  and  may 
perhaps  recede  further,  to  a  little  below  8s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  if  buyers 
keep  off.  Stocks  here— and  in  fact  all  over  the  world— are  far 
from  excessive,  and  this  will  no  doubt  prevent  any  serious  decline. 
Present  appearances  point  to  the  article  keeping  at  about  its 
present  level,  provided  prospects  of  sowings  kesp  as  favourable 


as  at  present,  and  nothing  unforeseen  in  the  way  of  heavy  buying 
transpires  to  disturb  the  market.  The  stock  in  Smyrna  is  to-day 
2,300  cases,  and  in  Constantinople  650  cases  (of  which  200  are 
'soft-shipping"),  Salonica  350,  and  500  to  600  cases  inland, 
making  a  total  of  3,800  to  3,900  cases  in  Turkey.  Of  this  1,200 
to  1,500  cases  will  be  held  at  Constantinople  under  any  circum- 
stances, leaving  a  total  of  2,500  cases  maximum  available  for  the 
world's  consumption  between  this  and  next  August. 

Smyrna,  October  6. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  135  cases 
of  new  current  and  new  Karahissar  talequale  for  the  United 
States,  also  some  26  cases  selected  Dutch  grades  at  8s.  lid.  per 
lb ,  f.o.b.  Owing  to  the  rainy  weather,  which  continues,  the 
autumn-sowings  will  soon  commence.  The  market  is  well  main- 
tained at  the  following  quotations: — New  current  talequale, 
8s.  2d.  per  lb.,  fo.b.  ;  Karahissar  ditto,  8s.  4c?.;  Dutch  grades, 
8s.  11</. ;  old  extra-selected  material,  8s.  lOd.  The  arrivals  to 
date  amount  to  1,879  cases,  against  930  last  year. 

Otto  of  Rose  cjn.inues  in  f aif  demand  at  from  21s.  to 
22>.  p;r  T.  oz.,  net.  ex  warehouse. 

Podophyllum-root  is  moving  upwards,  and  small  lots 
continue  to  change  hands  from  time  to  time  at  about  22?. 
per  cwt.  spot. 

Potash,  Chlorate. — Neglected.  This  article  does  not 
appear  to  have  shared  in  the  late  improved  demand  for 
heavy  chemicals,  and  as  the  Earopean  syndicate  terminatss 
on  January  1,  1900,  it  is  not  likely  tbat  there  will  be  any 
improvement  until  after  that  date.  The  present  prices  are 
low,  and  the  increased  cost  of  raw  material,  particularly 
fuel,  will  have  to  be  reckoned  with,  so  that  there  may  there- 
fore be  an  upward  movement  later.  The  quotations  are  3\d. 
per  lb.  for  crystals,  and  3|cZ.  for  powder  in  5-ton  lots  ; 
smaller  wholesale  quantities  fed.  extra,  f.o.b.  Liverpool ; 
1900  contracts  \d.  less. 

Potash,  Nitrate — British  refined  is  quoted  at  2ls  6d. 
per  cwt.  in  barrels,  and  22s.  for  kegs;  German  18s.  9d.  in 
barrels,  and  19s.  6d.  in  kegs. 

Quinine. — At  the  close  of  last  week  German  makers  again 
raised  their  quotation  Id.  per  oz.  to  Is.  Id  ,  and  on  Monday 
another  Id.  was  added,  now  making  the  official  quotation 
Is  2d.  in  1  000  oz.  lots  Howards  now  quote  Is.  5^.  for  1-oz. 
vials,  and  Is.  4(Z  for  100-oz.  tins;  Pelletier  Is.  6d.,  Whiffen 
Is.  2\d.  The  reason  for  the  advanse  is  that  the  ''bears," 
who  have  oversold  for  October  delivery,  will  now  have  to  pay 
the  enhanced  prices,  and  a  good  many  of  them  have  been 
covering  at  from  Is.  l^d.  to  Is.  2i.  Immediately  after  the 
rise  the  second-hand  market  advanced  daily  to  Is  2d.,  but 
on  Wednesday  a  weaker  tone  prevailed,  there  being  sellers 
at  Is  Id.  for  December  delivery.  To-day  the  market  is 
firmer,  with  sales  for  December  at  Is  l\'l.  Early  in  the 
week  sales  of  P.  &  G  were  made  at  Is.  Id.  per  oz.  B.  &  S. 
brand  is  now  Is.  3d.,  although  that  price  has  not  been 
officiallv  intimated  by  letter,  and  the  agents  are  only  selling 
to  consumers,  their  principals  having  lately  done  excep- 
tionally extensive  business.  The  business  in  the  United 
States  this  week,  to  which  our  New  York  cable  refers,  has 
been  chiefly  in  P.  &  W.  brand,  the  price  obtained  being 
equal  to  Is.  3%d.  net,  London  terms. 

Saffron. — Dearer,  genuine  Valencia  of  old  crop  beirjg 
now  quoted  at  38s.  Qd.  per  lb.  net,  ex- warehouse.  The  new 
crop  is  now  being  gathered,  and  according  to  all  accounts 
it  is  likely  to  be  small ;  at  present  it  is  only  offered  in  small 
quantities,  say,  of  100  lb.  lots. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  this  week  are  13  bale3  of 
genuine  Jamaica  and  20  bales  Lima  Jamaica. 

Scammony-root. — Supplies  remain  small,  and  for  a  large 
export  order  21s.  per  cwt.  was  recently  asked. 

Senega  remains  scarce  at  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Senna  — The  market  remains'  firm,  with  retail  sales  of 
Alexandrian  at  9d  per  lb.  for  fine  leaf,  and  5^d.  for  broken  ; 
a  few  bales  of  broken  also  sold  last  week  at  <\d.  From  the 
United  States  it  is  reported  that  stocks  are  smaller  than  at 
any  time  for  several  years,  and  the  tendency  is  decidedly 
upwards. 

Shellac — Quiet,  with  sales  of  fair  TN  quality  at  62s.  to 
63s.  per  cwt,  spot.  For  arrival,  business  includes  200  cases 
TN,  in  second  hands,  at  60s.  for  October-December  ship- 
ment. 

Soda,  Acetate  is  firmer,  at  \W.  per  ton,  ex  wharf. 
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Soda,  Chlorate. — About  steady  at  3f<2.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
Liverpool,  and  \d.  less  for  1900  contracts. 

Soda  Nitrate —Firmer,  ordinary  now  being  quoted  at 
11.  15s.,  and  refined  81.  per  ton. 

Spices. — There  has  been  more  doing  in  black  pepper 
during  the  past  week,  at  rather  dearer  prices,  and  cloves  also 
are  firmer.  The  auctions  on  Wednesday  passed  off  without 
animation.  Cochin  Ginger  was  mostly  bought  in — washed 
rough  at  24s.  to  26s.,  and  bold  cuttings  at  18s.  per  cwt. 
Zanzibar  Cloves  are  the  turn  dearer,  the  quotation  for  fair 
on  the  spot  beiDg  3~d.,  and  for  delivery  3^,^.  to  3\d.  per  lb. ; 
some  good  picked  Zanzibar,  in  cases,  sold  at  Q±d.  to  4f^., 
and  good  PenaDg  at  6d.  to  Q\d.,  fine  being  bought  in  at  9d. 
per  lb.  Clove-stems  were  withdrawn  at  lfd  per  lb.  There 
was  a  better  market  for  Capsicums,  a  parcel  of  Bast  India 
cherries  selling  at  30s.  6d.  to  31s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Pimento 
steady;  common  sold  at  3\d ,  middling  to  fair  at  3—d.  to 
3|rf.,  and  gooQ  at  3±d.  per  Id.  A  fair  quantity  of  Cinnamon 
chips,  bark,  &c ,  was  offered,  and  sold  at  2f  d.  to  3%d.  psr 
lb.  for  common  to  good  chips,  at  Z^d.  to  Z\d.  for  dull  to 
bright  bark,  at  Z\d.  to  3§<2.  for  coarse  sticks,  at  5|<Z.  to  6d. 
for  cuttings,  and  at  Id.  tor  pieces.  Black  Pepper  is  dearer 
the  quotation  for  Singapore  on  the  spot  being  5r9s(Z.  to  5|i" 
per  lb.,  and  5%d.  to  5%d.  for  arrival,  according  to  position' 
White  unchanged,  at  8±d.  for  Singapore  and  8%d.  for  PenaDg. 

Sugar  of  Lead  remains  firm  at  the  recent  advance,  with 
second  hand  sellers  at  231.  10s.  to  24Z.  per  ton  c.i.f. 

Tubmbric. — Quiet,  but  firm,  at  26s.  per  cwt.  for  Bengal, 
and  32s.  6d.  to  37s.  6d.  for  good  to  fine  bright  Madras  finger. 
Fair  Chinese  finger,  26s. ;  and  Cochin  split  bulbs,  lis. 
per  cwt. 

Calcutta  advices,  dated  September  28,  state  that  the  market  is 
firm,  owiDg  to  small  supplies  and  light  stock,  as  well  as  to  the 
good  demand  for  local  consumption.  There  have  been  some 
inquiries  lor  export,  but,  owing  to  the  high  rates  asked,  there  has 
only  been  a  small  business. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Firmer,  good  pale  squares  on  the  spot 
being  quoted  at  30s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  forward  delivery  at 
29s.  c  i.f. 


Cinchona=bark  and  Quinine  in  Java. 

Under  date  of  Jane  16,  Consul  Everett  writes  from  Batavia 
giving  a  resume  of  the  Java  quinine  and  cinchona  market, 
which  naturally  traverses  matter  that  has  already  been  dealt 
with  in  this  journal.  He  mentions,  however,  that  since 
January  18,  1899,  the  date  of  the  first  direct  shipment  of 
quinine  sulphate  from  Java  to  the  United  States,  he  has 
certified  invoices  for  the  shipment  of  265,900  oz.  quinine 
sulphate.  Up  to  the  present  time,  however,  there  have 
been  no  direct  shipments  of  cinchona-bark,  although 
he  has  received  an  inquiry  from  a  Philadelphia  manu- 
facturer asking  if  it  were  not  possible  to  import  cinchona- 
bark  direct  from  Java  without  the  intervention  of  the 
European  trust.  He  is  convinced  of  the  material  advantage 
to  be  gained  by  American  importers  in  getting  their  cinchona 
and  quinine  direct  from  the  planters,  and  is  ready  to  assist 
with  aDy  information  in  his  power.  Referring  to  the  want 
of  unity  among  the  planters,  he  laments  the  fact  that  while 
the  crops  and  shipments  have  been  large  the  quantities  sent 
to  the  Pandan-Aroem,  and  Bandong  factories  have  been  very 
small,  so  that  they  are  in  great  danger  of  having  to  close. 
Instead  of  giving  their  bark  to  the  local  factories,  the 
planters,  as  soon  as  the  unit  rose  to  4Jc  preferred  to  ship 
their  cinchona  to  Europe.  The  Consul  naively  concludes  his 
report  with  the  remark  that  "  it  seems  very  shortsighted  in 
mericans  to  swell  the  profits  of  a  German  trust."  [See  page 
664.] 


N.A..R.D. — The  second  convention  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Retail  Druggists,  formed  in  the  United  States 
last  year,  was  held  at  Cincinnati  from  October  3  to  6  The 
attendance  was  large,  the  speeches  eloquent,  and  suggestive 
of  continued  progress  in  work  which  the  Association  have 
set  out  to  accomplish.  The  new  President  is  Mr.  S.  U. 
Jones,  of  Louisville ;  and  Mr.  T.  V.  Wootten,  who  has  been 
re-elected  Secretary,  was  presented  with  a  handsome  gold 
watch,  as  a  recognition  of  his  energetic  services  during  the 
past  year. 


Mills  of  Wecezset)  Cbemf0t0, 


Collins. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Clement  Collins 
chemist  and  druggist,  Brettell  Lane,  near  Stourbridge,  has, 
been  proved  by  Mr.  Frank  Fletcher,  manufacturing  chemist, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Reading,  and  Mr.  Rowland  Moore,  the  executors 
of  the  testator,  whose  estate  was  sworn  at  10  685Z.  14s.  6d. 

Cox. — The  late  Robert  Cox,  M.P.,  of  34  Dumsheugh Gardens, 
Edinburgh  (partner  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  J.  &  G.  Cox, 
Limited,  of  Gorgie,  gelatin-manufacturers),  has  left  an 
estate  worth  593.407Z.  The  amount  of  duty  to  be  paid  on 
this  will  be  42,125Z. 

Harbison. — The  gross  value  of  the  estate  cf  the  late 
Mr.  James  Harrison,  chemist  and  druggist,  St.  Helens, 
Lancashire,  who  died  on  July  11  at  Southport,  is  sworn  at 
5.001Z.  lis.,  and  the  net  personalty  at  4  200Z.  15s.  9d. 
Probate  of  the  testator's  will  has  been  granted  to  his  son, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Harrison,  surgeon,  South  Stockport :  his  daughter, 
Miss  Fanny  Harrison ;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Eccles,  49  Corporation 
Street  St.  Helens. 

Hill.— The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  C.  Hill,  chemist  and 
druggist,  67  Old  Town  Street,  Plvmouth,  who  died  at 
Barrow-in-Furness,  on  August  2.  1898.  has  been  proved  by 
Mr.  James  Turpin  and  Mr.  J.  Christopher  Turpin,  the 
executors  of  the  testator,  whose  estate  was  sworn  at 
10.046Z.  lis.  3d. 

McBrtdb.— At  the  District  Probate  Registry  the  will  of 
the  late  Alderman  James  McBryde,  chemist,  St.  Helens,  who 
died  on  March  23  last,  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Speeden 
bank  manager,  and  Mr.  John  Hammill,  accountant,  both  of 
St.  Helens,  and  Mr.  James  McBryde,  son  of  the  testator, 
whose  estate  was  sworn  at  43.092Z.  Is.  6d. 


Coming  Events. 


Postcard-notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  should  be  sent  by 
Secretaries  not  later  than  Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the 
meetings  are  held. 


Tuesday,  October  24. 

Royal  Photographic  Society.    5a  Pall  Mall  East,  at  8  p.m. 

Mr.  Harry  Wade  on  "  Wellington  Films." 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Union,  at  9  p.m.    Smoking-concert  at  the 

Horseshoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  W. 
Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  County  Restaurant, 

at  9  p.m.    "The  Legal  Aspect  of  Pharmacy,  Present  and 

Prospective,"  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Wilcock. 
North-Mast  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association.  Annual  meeting. 

Paper  on  "  Pharmacy,  1868-1899,"  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford,  and 

discussion  on  Companies  Bill. 

Wednesday,  October  25. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Nottingham  Section.  First 
meeting  of  the  session,  at  7  p.m.  in  Room  No.  23,  University 
College,  Nottingham.  Notes  on  the  "Action  of  the  Dung 
Bate,"  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Wood. 

Thursday,  October  26. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  "  Ethics  as  applied  to  the  Practice  of 
Pharmacy,"  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Hyslop. 

The  Optical  Society,  7  Crane  Court,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
The  President  will  deliver  his  inaugural  address. 

Friday,  October  27. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association,  9  Eden  Quay,  Dublin, 
at  8.30  p.m.  Annual  meeting,  to  which  all  assistants  are 
invited. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association,  at  9.15.  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  on  "  The  Assistant : 
his  Fortunes  and  Future." 


The  Royal  Photographic  Society  are  instituting  monthly 
lantern-lectures.  The  first  of  the  series  is  to  take  place  at 
5a  Pall  Mall  East  on  November  7.  The  subject  is  to  be  "  Some 
Mediaeval  Towns  of  Germany." 

The  annual  reunion  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  is 
announced  to  take  place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Novem- 
ber 2.  Tickets,  Is.  6ri.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  G.  Morley, 
3  Bucldersbury,  E.G. 


